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V N ro the kindeſt men that euer wind, 
Whoſe titles fromthe Cuckoe are deris'd, 
And thereof Cuckolds named : 

To all the Francklins of the horne, * 
whom ſcoffing Peaſants w/e to ſcorne, 

And greatly haue defamed: 
And wntoall our friends in Cuckold-thire 
Health, happre fortune, and their hearts dejire. 


Paſquil, a terror erſtto forrezne States, 
To mightie Princes and great Potentates, 
In euerie other nation, 

Perceiuing here the Horne d:faced, 
And honeſt Cuckolds ſore diſgraced, 

| with termes of deteſtation, 
Lately in England is arriu a from thence 
In challenge of a Cuckolds excellence. 


If ante Cuckold-maker hinz deride, 
( For none but Cuckold-makers hawe enui'd, 

A Cuckolds commendation ) 
Or fleering knaues which on. it looke, 
Condemne it for an idle booke 

As ſtill it is their faſhion, 

Paſquil proteſts, although they ſcoffe and flout - 
Hereafter he with them will hae aboas. 


And : 


YOE mm. 


And little doth he care, thourh they forfake it, 
For not for them did Paſquil wndertake it, 

' To winne their affeftation: 
For honeſt Cuckolds was zt penn 'd, 
Tothem this YVorke doth he commend, 
|  Andcranes their arceptation. | 
| Then grudge not ( gentle Sirs, without offence ) | 
Kindly toreade a Cuckolds zuſt defence. 


| And yet inreading here I humbly crane, 
No foolish applications you would hauc, { 
 Norcenſurethinges at randon, 

Nor prinate meanings would ſurmiſe, 
whereby fond quarrels might ariſe, 

. True freinaship to abandon. | 
Nothing but mirth did Paſquil here pretend, 
Indge not before you read : and there an end. 


Paſquil Anglicanus 
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Tuueneſque Seneſque 
Er pueri naſum Rhinocerotis = avg 

Sedablit a iocorum noſtrorum ſimplicitate malig- 
nus 1ntcrpres. | 
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Y, what a vaine-conceited world is chis? | 94 

Whoſe judgment, error blindly leades aſtray, 
Accounting thatas right whichis amiſſe, 
Laughing arfollic, asaſportorplaie. 
| - Great finnes aretermedbura | nw. pleaſure, 

When leſſer faults are plagued out of meaſure: 

New titles ſalue old ſores ;and euerie finne: 
Some honeſt nameis allwaies ſhrowded in. 


A Broker now is'thought:an honeſt Trade, - 
Though ſome by ſelling of ftolne goods doe _ 
Theeuing'is now an/occupationmade, - 

| Joy _ the name of Tailor doeir giue.. bi | 


wa adcounted but'afreindly 
Diflembt ing taken for gol honeſtie- 
Pride is-reputed handfome in on 


' And he moſt valiant, that feemes moſtto quart, Ry 


The goutic Machiuilian murderer, : 2:00 
WhofEcodpecce is neere 16. winters old, 
Now'1ſcornes the title-of an viarer, 
| | Ants muſt ors in another I or TY 
e greybeard muſty Monie-man' be 
- Becauſe greatflore of nomic he hach = \OnFy ) 
-”., Or Den nni*.. 
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Gulzn exacuctt - Andche; whoſe. fhape-doth like a.Gholt. appeare 
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Paſquils Night cap. 
AT ſpend-thrifc, and a ſwaggering lecke, 
VA Te harto ea. res , 
And rake in liquor, tilf their bellies cracke, | 
LONAPG red as fcarletin the face, | 
Muſtbe good fellawes : and thefooliſh Boore | 
That ſpendes his monte to maintaine a whore, | 
Is term'd a yourhfullanda gallane lad : 
Though men ofiudgemenc think the gallant mad. 


{ The Prodigall char waſtes his fathers pencs. .. 
In carding;. dicing, riot, andexcefle, | | 
Muſt haue a-atte.ot an other ſence, 
A liberall man, andyoic of niggardneſſc: 


Thefamed miſer, fearctull, pale and wan, 
Is the goodhusband, andthe. theining mane. 


Luſt is cfheemedasayourhfill fporr;, 

Laſciuious.gefture,. as che Courtlie faſhion: 

And wanton minions, with thewanton ſort 

Thruſt modeſt matrons forth of reputation. 
Sinne is no ſhame: Obluſhmy mule to tell / 
More ſhamebefalls the good for living well; 
Wiues play the wantons, husbids were the home, 
Andpatience;(though a vertuc) weares the ſcore. 


Afſimple gull, cladia&4falkencaſe. 

Brought aut of Satans ward+robe for his backe;. .. 

Which learnes newfaſhions,and forgers old: grace; 

Turning his pianes, till alkhis ſkcinges doe: cracks: | 
Which foca ſpaniſh blockehis landes dorh (ell, | 
Ocformbuyaſtaiding Pickadell,./ + (ſpurtes, 

 Whichfirunes, and frampes tor tnouc his golden 
Thatwich their gi neem. 
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Ifhis Freerworſhip with his hozſe-raile locks; > +/ 


(As he dothtrauearſe neatly through the fireer): 
Scrape fauour with ſome female-weddedſmocke, 
Which by her earriage ſeemes for paſtime meer 
Straight he is bold ro bourd her to the plaie, 
And eitherſhe muſt yeild, or ſaie himnay, 
And howſoeuermatrers after frame, © {| | 
Her husbands forchead ftill beares all the ſhame 


For whether goſlips when they fic and talke, 
(As woemen enuic onean others blifſe ) 
Scing the gallant ſometimes thitherwalke, 
M abu conie&ure ſhrewdly ſpeake of this, 
Or whether ſhe herlelfe may ſpread thefailes 
(As womens tongues be like ro yong lambs miles) 
And neil brdloatiopto ar otherfriend: 
And thus the wotld hauc knowledgein theend. 


Or whetherbraue /avertus play the blab, 
Which vauntes hinfelfea gentleman ar leaſt; 
And whenhe waxeth'weary-ofhis drab, 
Meeting his mates ac Tauecrne, or arfeaſt, 
Reucalethe fault: or howſocuer irbee 
That rime bringes forth the fruices of lecherie, 
I cannot tudge;yet thus muchl can fay 
The Cuckold carries all the ſhame away 


As for the woman; ſhe's a wanton laſle, 

A good kind wench; orof thedealing Trade : 
The cuekold-maker( though as fond an Ae 
As euerin this world, dame Nature made) 
Is xerm'd a gallantgentleman, and braue, 
Though hey rightſhould other tide haue, 


Bue foxher hu hewhich weares thehorne, 
Heis plamecuckold, and muſt beare theſcortic 
| B 2 Sometimes 


DOK... _ 
Sometimes this prodi Chapman plaies, 
Andto the Me a? T%EF 
When as, God knowes, theſe are bur fubrile waies, 
Deuiſed;leaſt their knauery ſhould be ſpide, 
Elſe wich herhusband company Joth keepe 
To graftthe horns vpon his head 'moredeepe.. 
And thouſandother ſhiftsdothey deuiſe, 
Tohorne the Cuckolds head,and hood his cies. 


And yetnot onely do they blind his ſight, 
Which not ſo muchas dreames of any wile, 
Butoft it happensby a cunning ſlighr, 
One crafty knaue another doth beguile: 
And whenthe Hunter thinkes to ſtrike the Biicke., 
His hopegarecroſtby ſome difaſter lucke, 
» For true.itiis; when Fortune comes by chance, 
,) There fortunchelpes thebaldeſtto aduance.. 


But certs itts aſtrange and 'vncouth thing, 
To ſee a pilfring and a picke-purſe knaue: 
Whichwelldeſeruestoſtretch an hempen ſtring, 
And climbe the gallowesfor to ſecke his graue: 
Diue to the bottome of arrue mans purſe, 
Take out his coine, andnotaccounted worſe: 
And hezto whom the loffe did crſtbefall, 
Paſle with a ſcoffe, romend the match withall. 


Theſe are the humours of theſe preſent daies,, 
Where luſt is taken for a lawfull thing, 
The Dolphin-on the warer hind: plaies, 
When as ©4r/0n ſoundes the ſiluerftring: 
A homely bit in ſecrer ſome diſgeſt 
Better then dainties, when their husbands feaſt, 
Pexic fuartionn Stolne bread is fweere : In April and the Spring 
falſe, —Nexdes muſtyougiuethe Cuckoc leaue _ 
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And(ſoorh to ſay)needes muſt that pleaſant fowle 
Straine forth the'plaine-fong of her pretty note, 
When crooked age; halfe parting with his ſoule, 
Will ona wanton Minion ſeeme to dote. 

And hee which hath one foote within the graue, 

Willneedesbeſtride a gennet yong and braue: 

Well may the Cuckoe fingar ſuch a-wedding, 

When age and youth together goa bedding.- 


Nath'leſſe will not tuſtifie this part, 
And bolſter vp vaine folly with. my.quitl, 
A frolicke forehead hatha wanton heart, 
This wicked. world is prone enough to ill: 
Burt in my iudgement, if it mi ſo paſle; 
An old mad foole,that weds a youthfull Laſſe, 
Deſerues a coxecombe, and to be withall, 
The chiefe Commander in Sow-guelders Hall} . 


Well erſt Zycargys in his prouidence, . 

Wiſely forbad all aged men to marry; 

For (certs) he. knew theirin{ufficience;. 

Muſtby al reaſon make their whues miſcarry:' 
When once the ſtocke is dead,decai'd and rotten : 
Smallis the fruite which from that trec js gotten. 
Yong Plants affoord increafe in ſeemely order, 
Shrubbes ſerne. for nothing. burtto. fill the border. . 


Would itnot-makea Cynnicke laugh the while, 
And ©Azelaſtus tor to ling and while, The farher of: 
(VVhichne're in all his lite was ſeene to ſinile;, Creſus, 
But when an old Mare once did eatea thiſtle) - 
If they ſhould ſce a whithered rotten ſcold; 
Aroathleſſebeldame,fickely, lame and. old; 
VVhen ſhee'can neither go-nor ftand vprighe,'- 
Addreſlc herlglfe inarmourto'the fight, :--* 


s _ HljnieNogitey. 

as pri mn ovymnrn, HI 

To. 6Ce Al 5 Ire, 

Pranke vp himſelfe like co a yourhfull lad, 

And looke as handſome as a Pippin Squire? 

And when hee ſcarce hath breath to keepe in life, 
Deſire to couple with a yourthfull wife? 

The foole deſerues to weare a moatley eoate, 


VVhen hc ſhouldthinke on death beginsto dote. 


For little knowes the VVoodcocke, what pertaines, 
Vnto the pleaſures of the marriage bed, 

VVhen that an empty paunch for food complaines, 
Nacurerequires (I wis) it ſhould bce fed, : 
A yong wildecolt,when grafle begins ts faile, 
Lea ck his Ne —_— hedge & pale 
And neuer reſts in quiet, till hee know 

Or finde a field, where better grafle doth grow. 


No maruell then; if thataluſty Laſſe, 

Thar lookes as freſh, as doth aflower in May, 

VVhen ſhe is mared with a fooliſh Ae, 

VVhich ſtormes likeVVinter on his wedding Day, 
Sometimes ſeeke change of paſture and Pronanc, 
Becauſc her commons be at home ſo ſcant, 

For in adri'd red herring, and poore /ohng, 
Remaines morevertuethen in old mens bones. 


VVhat comfort can anewly married wife 
Haue in the company of ſucha drone, 
VVhich (like a Cricket) doth conſume his life, 
And lies in bcd as coldas any ſtone, 
Mouing no more, then doth a dead mans coarſe, 
Cougiung and ſpitring, likea rotten horſe, 
Paind wich che Palfie, vexed with the Gour? 
Better awoman were to live without. 
| VVould 
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Poſqwils Night<ap. ; 
VVould it not gricue adbgto ſmell the nieme; 
And haue ithanging ſtill before his noſe, 
Yet cannot getamorlſell for to cate, 
Though hunger farce himbarke,and tell his woes 
Leſſ were his tormeneneuer to ſpy it, 
Then to behold the meate,and:not come nicit, 
Farce better were ir till a maidrotarry, (marry. 
Then wane ſuch-things , for whicha raid doth 


And fitter were it knocke her onthe head; 

And rid her forththe forrowes of rhis life, 

Then by alingring paine toliue as dead, 

Void of the ſportsbelong vnto-awife: 
And like to-Ta#taius (til thirſt for drinke; 
VVhen as her lips do well uere ronch thebrinke. 
This is the cauſe pronokes anthoneft maid” 
Becomea Miſtrefle in the dealing Trade. 


For when ſhe wants thatwhich her neighborshaue, 

VVhich are not halfe fo beaurtfull as ſhe; - 

So propper, fine, welkauoured, and brane, 

Neither fo fit for ſport andiollity; 
Yetbleſled by tbe forumearid good hap, 
Sopo__y with their chtldren-in theirlap.. (ter, 

cl mayſhe with muchpariencebrook the mat- 

Bur(ſure)her ceethperforcemuſtrunne of warer.. 


Andif ſhe fall in longing for the Thing, 

VVhich is the inſtrument of earthly pleaſure; 

And binds more firmely then thewedding ring; | 

Begeuning lictle children our of m ; 
Her healthand life vponher longing ſtands. | 
And whatgood can1hee looke for athis hands, . 
VVhole feeble ioihts-areſtiffeforwarr ofmartow 
Aud hacullſe conrage then av oldcouk ſparrow? 

CAICC: 
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Scarce is an old man firto beare'a latince] 
Or play theſouldierina 'warlike feild; | 
For might he wantes his weapons to-aduance; - 
And to reſiſt his foe with ſpeareand ſheild, 
Bur lefſe of force heisa maiditowed, 
And play the ſouldicr inthe marriagebed. 
For he that lackes ſtrength to:endure'the fight, 
.Is nofit man to skirmiſh in the' night | 


ad Wedding(ſome fic) itis akind ofwarre, 
'Wholſe feild'betweene apaire of ſhetes is pighe, 
(Though otherwiſe fomerimes befall a4arre, 
When huſwiues fingers chance'toberoo light) * 
Then he which'ſach a matter goes abour, , 
Muſt necdes beſtrong, couragious, and ſtour, | 
Forſſharper conflictes marriage doth'betide 
Than ener ſouldicr inthewarres hath ride: 


The moſt victorious wan thateuerliwd, ' 
( Strong Hercules that famous wartriour, © 
"Which twelue admired labours once atchiu'd;*  ' © 
And neuer fought butprou'd aconquerour) 2” 
Though hewnh firengrh was ouercomeofno mi, 
"Was notofforce to-wreftle with a woman, 
But rooke thefoile, and gaue her teaueto win, 
Aud for his penance was'enioytr/d'to ſpin, 


$acraces:  Yeabhe, which bythe Oraclewas aid 

To bethe wiſeſt perſon in his time, 

Afterthat he was married to.a maid, 

Which would notlooſe the pleaſures' of her prime; 
Fecil2diuine Forallhis knowledge was efteem'd'a for, + 
bam veſt 12a Andbeaſtly crowned with achamber-por ' 
4 mag Strength is butweake,8& wiſedome ſeemes a'foole, 
aw, * WhenGwpialcades than into Pens ſehoole 2 
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Peſquils Night-ees. CT] 
If then the greateſt eomrtge bets Aetdery”!? 18rd and 
And! headsas ſortifh as ablocke, iT 
When oncethey combat with the malegnde; Mid 
And enrer diſputation with theſmocke:' 
How cancan aged, flly;foolith Aﬀe,2' 2+ 1. 
Thinketoencounter witha y -outhifiill Laſs” 
Neither of mighrthe batteſl roendnre; ' 
Nor well approucd of / his OY 1p 


Yetif (forſooth) there be no remedy, [99 DOA 
Butthat the dotirig Gray+beard mui = We 201 
Lerancient N.effor forto pleaſe his eye, | £ 
Make choice of ald 27 7noſa for his bed: 
For ſtillby naturethey-do beft agtee, 
Whicharealikein ape and quality: - if! 1f 
And foonerwillthe'N nai meet'the Som, 
Then frozen Agebepleaſantvnto Youth. 


One asked of Dzogeres in ieft, 
What time of: life a man were beſt to many! 
Well he replides For youth Ithink it beſt," : Faen; nankdte 
Becauſe it is too foone, that he may tarry, © ' Seninunquan. 
Ana for an old man, (ince it is too late,” 
Let himcoutent himſclfe with ſingle fa? 
Alitrlewind blowes bloſſomesfrom! thoeres,” 
And rottenapples cate vnpleaſantly.” 


Scarce THappoſe, thatany yong Maid would 
ounliume her Summer by cold Winters fire; © /''/ / 
Thoughby conſtraint; orforthe Miſers: gold, 1499 / 
Some haue aduentured on'an bp Sire: : 


Bur either ſhebefore hathhad afall; > 5: Y 
Arid weds old Criſtthar he father all" 
Orelſe tohane more ſcopeang/ | ne " 


alin for _ DIM EEfS to 012. 
But 


Obiction. 


_Are forked —_— lazehecome.ſa 
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But whatſogwenche preenee de prougsrt, 20 th 
That yong anda dp = 0 ma bak A | 
vVVel may: the woman make aſhew of lone, - | 
And N her brow in token.af gn, 
And at the yſtſermeJoning onher paar, + 
Yer (axe Famiſhee louwes bimnotinhears.,)-. 
For if that koywune blefig.her with 2nd hap: (cap. 
Doubtleſſehishead ſhall weare: «A. | 


And (certs) a Cugheld-js a digi, 125 
To good by myelifor fuck < Se | 
And to the woxfhipiot, that Company: | 
Itis a great diſczedizabda flaing, | - » | | 
To haue th ve Poafurearchis Ciel, - 
And thinke honſelfs dGockondalithoberdbeil:” | 
Ia my conceithinwifeiohtuchitoo-blame, 
To grace, him-withuhe credit of thazname: 


But here (me thinkes) I heareanapiſb name, '-.. - 
Demands his prdudaund {co ———_ BL 


And hornes aſpized:to- = er na I%Y | 
That this ward (Cuchkold)which waserfFa name 
Alwaics. attended withreproach anddbame, 
Should ana fiddaincim eurtmes Repfoinh; +. 
And proucaname ok: credit ant: greaz worth | 


VVhar glary can h Or Tenawanc,: 
VVhoſewi is txyly porediad awhore? {1 afrei40 
Keeping atotherschildrenas his own; of? 
An hea the badge of aber: - 4 cams | 
VVharcredintoa Ganhal I > 3 


Beſtowes 


And Saoaeaa 


fooke;theſouner ſhoots his bote;! 1 
Although his wordesbevoid'sf witemnd eaſy! 


LitethouknowſIt{pootefoole)thy'ge crane, 


bvſcanddlizingfſach 2Mainic as this;- 10 
Vyhichindiyiraſhnefferhus doMititny;” 
Thy felfe}zhy frients; and famous Gueotry, 


But wharfocre thow-are, rhatfevin'ſt efeorne,' 
Carpingthewelfare of evothers ſtats; 1608 


And thus drid echo orddiviof thethorne; © - _— 


(To, great a glotyfora ſeoffing thiate) Wag 
Secke nottoo:much'iaCuckoldtodifame, / 
Forfearethylelfe befabie&tto tharkbme,: ef 
Trueis theſaying, iefeernetw ie,” 
The Birds flbyebus Uefiles hey waſh i © 


And how-canſt thou repmethy folfe as free, 
Ard quizet i from theCuthbey Drs,” 
Sincethouſantsfarre ſapevieurwvitrorhiee) * © / 
Grodgenoche ry ſhook wie belongs - 
For any a man: of 'womatibotne, | 
Is ſubie&by-deftinyto wearethehGtne? (2 
And tho yer homeutrany pole, 
Fortune hereafter maybeſtowthemy 


If thou belinked m the Goralantetior” 1 192390] 
And bowhd infetters of the at Bate5 16 1, 


Gricue not thehornevs Tot,” 7 
bbeforethy Bite: > 


Or that the Quekoe ſit 
For if thou {hit hali@ib#GF'thiss ay 
_— When thyForvine 7, 


Toibearewith 


Arernna ne arr en ns 
— Burdbolſk thy ſand, 


C 2 a 


Acuvel poten-, 
tia, 


no183:1htno 


4 Paſquile Nighteeep. 
n wiſeawhittheworſ;: 95: 9 
Forwhich helidldinganhant:..) 
Nor ſeem fot this: frown brale.lteatt,o eufe. 
Begaule {hohathallictlebenta der; :i:! + 
S118 Be Fan: teiſebrotouhreinddewations, | 
Since ſheghackdiftrhee vp ep-ſniſpboenorion: 


Be notgilmard,shaughdau <> TIA; 
Kai « ” "a Thouaxx exalted. we 0-429" ene II 
For racr 


and nor infe- And ae baſe fceringſcoundrelsa4)ke: their al. 
= I Andidle adatieratobnbecheidbonie;..) 
The world-dorhaugtinnafooleginatouds wilt '):1/ 


Dolts ſcoffe ac learningy Whichfcarchknow a lever. 


Andlame FRI oe euerisas bold, 

As brayehorles whichfot more areſald>- 
Nongis mozepreſtto.blotaGuckolds name, 
Then he whigh isborh voidol witand.thame. 


Now if zheſeſpyrre-blind.Peaſans couldbug fee 


How aaveh en grec: 
Cane ne __ And how.th their friemls4nd ; PLOgenNys - 
ferias. Theirkinds heir acquaimance, and:theirfacc, 
They would not ſpeake fo,raſhly-as they. vie, | 
Nor — kind-Guckoldst,ahaſe: - 


folly zo-deprateyoriz bit 


Eee fi Cho 
"Thazri hich perchance themlelnenmey fave: | 


Better it were forgld menday the beſt, 


Orelſe oy apthingand as _ their romgus,. uh 
They gz. aCugkolg cicher ſcofte orjelt; ;: 
VVhich mightas wellco them before helps ge 


And lerthe married without feare.and ſhame, 
Secke to vphold and patronize that name, 
Clearer be isnot which che ſame denies; - 


4 # 
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| For(eer's) bind men do quallow many ties; . 


.\Paſquils'Night-tap. 'T3 
'And as for yorig meni which doetheiftyſcorne - 
The anciemtbadge'of famous Cuckoldfie :- 
Iris their dutic to applaud-the-horne, - 
And to'defendiitby their chievalrie; © 
Ang atallrimesa:Cuckolds partto take, 
Both fortheir credits and their kindreds ſake, 
Thoughnowrheirhead-peece benor fully caſt, 
Each dog mult hauchis day : Notimeis paſt. 


Neither can they:exempt themſclues as free, --  Bachelers 
Allchough in magriagethey hauehadno'doing : ' Þ< Cuckolds; 
' Foy | _ ww when one is 
Ar Cuckoldshanen manie landed bee? fare promiſed. | 
Euen in the verie time they-go a:-woing: and an orher 
And ſome haue fuch-good fortune'in their play: poules. 


 They/proue:tighrCuckolds on their wedding day, 
For certaineIhaue heardoffuch diggs, . 4 
| Theveric howre before. theywent to Churelv.- 


Whart perſon-is he of fo ſpecial. gife, SIONS 

That can affirme heddotha Virgin Martie?7' vill 

Mabie.a wench hath biadaiſceree lifei: 1d 1nd ok, 

Which/ofa Virgin ſtill che name «doth carfie; 11! \/ - 
In cueric corner maides thereare greatſtore; / 

'  Yerdwers ofthemhaue bettrttied before: -* 

A Iade in ſmith-field ſyonermay youſind,? © 

That buy. a courſer, ſound 'of limbe anttwinde.” 


Wile is that child (thecommon Prouetb faith 
ThoughfearceI doe belecue ir asmy Creed) * 
Which ſo much knowledge of his: father hath, 

He can auouch;, that this 1shee indeed.- Fol 
For though the mother doeproteſtandſweare: 
Her husbanddid begerwhar ſhe doth beare, 
Yetnow-adaics men areſomuch begnild; 

They oft proue farhers roan others child.-' ! 
. ; ae = Z This " 
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14  Paſquils Nght-eap: 
Made moſt apparant, and as Chare as day; i; . -;/ 1 
For when yong gentlemenbe.in cheir prime, 
And giue themſcluesto wantonnes and play 

If that they chancea, country-maid to-pricke,: 
And with a Timpanie thewenchgrow ficke;: | 
Then firaight his {eruingmat-or hackneysfoole 
Muſtbeagouerto his maiſters ſtoole;: > i!-...: 


'And notalone arelerningmenſo mad, 139 291521 M1 
To father what an'othet hath begor,': (i; ieS-TED ill 
But better pexſorisnowand then are glad 11-11. / + / 
To taſte whatothers purinto the por,” »//. | 
Fot-ſcarce awife of anygallantcarriage 
Dethnow perfourmewhardhe hathvow'd vinar- 
And ſogreatvermebathatrattinggold, Criage, 
Marie catmotbe honeſt, though they would. 


If ſome ſeeme chaſt, itdoth of this-proceed, 
They hauethe wit to doe,atd botbe fpicd, : 
And know by deepe diflembling and good heed; 
Wirh ſober lookes their watiton luſtes whide; 
Some woemen muſt be wo'ed, they are ſo chaſty 
And ſometherearewhith tetaprpoore men as faſt 
Thatto conclude; as Anrofty taughe,' Raj 
Manie ofthembelewd, vachaſt, and naught. 


Phay o, the King of £gypr,beingblind 


Obſerue this F'OT ten year63 ſpace, madetridllofthismatcer, : 


yee water- 
caſters and 
reſcrue the * 


water of cha- 


Niric to cure 
_ owne 


lindneſle, 


Whenby the Orac/che was aſſng'd 

To waſh his cies itrſuch a womans water, 
Whiehkeptherfaich -inniolate and right, 
Andneucr had to [doc with any wight 

But onely'With her husband:: Then Hee 
Againeteodueefight,ambrienhdec © | / 


Manic 


Means Vighdaage. 


bot Nanic a chamberporso/iim veasbrowghn,” 


Yerſlill his ght was ware hin dentd : i: | 
Becauſe the vrinehelped n nomght 2: 
Nor could xcleaferbewok King 
By the diſtilling vere ob her ſpuipg;; -- 
Long lay King Pber —_— griefand waine;,” 
Deſpairing eyer to have tightagaine. | 

And, bus thaz qne.au af of honed life, | 

Which after manienhouſands thicher came; - 

And was approud'atruc and: faichfulk wile, 

A modeſt matron, anda vertmons dame, 
Reſtor'd his ghiby vertne-of the founrains, abt 
Which hubbled: purely: from. hey bearing moun- 
He yet had lin. indarkeneffe, and been blinde 
For ſuch Phifkzions ſtill are hard to. find. | 


Here may the reader. thinges. chief _ o 
What ſtore efhamess WCre:extant 6. 
How'hardlythena elainos his For 
And what « 4» verttiewas of wormens water. 
The fisſt many might challenge as their ri 
The laſt had power ta-giuethe blind rover ofirs * 
And how coal childrenknow their fathers well, 
VWhenas their 'mothers trulycauld nor tell. 


Much could I wiſh that Phar's were toric 
The vertue afabis medicine onccagaine, - + 


That we as whae fithe dnd lojaltie-- 10/7 


In marricur -ar this Fra: womeerhts P36] 
Sure m 


| >mkch haued : 

' Would Fs i wr the fone, & I piffe: 

; iewbigh wedge coutdinot be/Blam blamed, 
ys make weeer wouldhbe wmzh atharned: 
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Then" 


* 


" Yrinatls were 
*not. then in vſe 


''* VVhichwillnortouch aman, for oughtwe now, 
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| young their owne-wiues did:come fortobee tride,” þ 


1 _ Pwk Xichteg 
Then ſhould you .ſee:ſome' Tab which rake” 
Of pure behaujour, and'greathoneſtic,* IES ſhowe- 


Nor once beeſceneinprophatic compan je: 
dra np revs 1m mndſertheitfice- 
So fimpringly, as iftheyRill {aid ES 212 7 | 
Thenfſhoild ypuſee them by their vrikatt 
To bee —— meerely hypocriricall.' ' 


Then ſhould yqu'fee, how daintie and preciſe l 
Manie fine minions wouldbe at this matter 
Affirming that it could nor helpehis eies, 
To haue themwaſhed-in a womans water; 
Bur thatiitwas the ſuperſtitious tricke DL. | 
Offomeprophane, vagodlie Catholique, 
Becauſe withinthe Primitive of yore, /- | | 
They neuerread of fucha thing before. 


Then ſhould you ſee ſome men, which doe deride - 
And ſcofteatothers $ wearingofthe hone,” VV , 
will 


How they ſhould be required with like ſcore, 
Then manie wocmen, which ſceme coie and nice, 
VYould be diſſemblers found by this deuice: © 
So that if Pharv.how releaſt would bee, '© 
It would be long, ere he ſhould'clearly ſee. 


Nath'lesI wilknotbeeroo cynicall, | 
To condeinneeueriewoman for this favlt,. 3.3 
Nor fora certgineaumberblemith Wl wal 
Each beggar.is noulame, thongh+=-**© nault. 
Norceneric womanof ſo £:ual compunQion, * = 
To Yageaher faith and holie fon\Qtioti + R 
wocmen (doubricfle ) niybe'found" 
Vhch : cnt their plighted promiſe whole ye 


— 


. Paſqutls Wight-cap. 7 

'And God forbid, that wee ſhould all condemne, ' 

Though all do taſte the tree of good and ill: 

For in ſo great anumber, fome of them 

Muſt makes bee honeſt (though againſt their will) 
Some arefor feare as modeſtas they may, (play: 
And worldly ſhame which holdsthem from their 
And ſome relerue their loyalty vntainted, 
Becauſe with Gallants they arenot acquainted. 


And ſome for want of- more conuenient place, 
And time,which for ſuch pleaſures are cle&ted, 
Preſerue themſelues from blemiſh and diſgrace; 
Chicfely, becauſe they would not be ſuſpe&ed: 
And ſomefor other idle vaknowne cauſe, 
Obſerue a while their yowes and marriage lawes: 
Bur very few of them, which to the laſt | 


For loue of: honeſty continues chaſt. 


Sometimes the golden prey doth make the theife, 
And women yeeld for farther maintenance: | 
Sometimes fhort.commons makes them ſeek releife: 
And ſtubborne viage and ſterne countenance, 
Perforce conſtrame a woman now and than 
To ſeeke for comfort of a kinder man; (married, 
And ſometime want of heartes, when handes are 
Is one great cauſe, that many haue miſcarried. 


For tis notnow as erſt in elder daies, 

When marriage was contracted by affe&ion, 

For kindred now ſo much the matter fwaies, 

The parties haue {mall choice in loues ele&ion; 
But many times, ere one behold the orthet 
An vnaduiſed match the friends do ſmother: 
And howlſocuer they two can agree, 


Theirfrends haue woo'd,& they muſt marriedbe. | 
; 2-0 > on} 


2$ , quits Neg | *C4þ. 
When they are wed, behold the ill ſucceſſe. 
They liue like dogs and cats, in brawles and ſtrife, 
Before they lou'd not: Now they fancy leſſe, 
Shee hates her husband: hee abhorres his wife: 
The diuels danceto ſce theiuſt confuſion, 
Of cnforſt marriage. And to make concluſion, 
Hee growes a careleſſe vnthrift, bare and poore, 
Shee-turnes aſhameleſle and deteſted VWhoore. 


Thus many either for this laſt reſpect, 
Or for the cauſes which I laterecired, 
May iuſtly for their knauery be ſuſpe&, 
' And by the lawes of honeſty endited: 
Where though thatnone-doe giue in euidence;. 
Nor ſitas Iudge; but their owne conſcience: 
. Certaine it is, the moſtwould guilty ſtand, 
Tobecondemn'd'rodye, orburnt ith hand.. 


For either luſt, reuenge,or want of loue, 

An vnkind husband, or deſire of gaine, 

The tender hearts of woemen doth fo moue, 

(As old and new examples ſhew moſtplaine) 
That few of them, if they haue fit occaſion, 
Are ableto withſtand a weake inuaſion: 

. ' For they are fraile,vnconſtant,apt to range, 
Faire-fac'd,falſe-hearted,and by nacure ftrange. 


Chaſt wiues are as the grapes, which we may ſee 

To hang vpon the Vine; (the vintage paſt) 

Or as the A ples,which are ona tree, 

When bluſtering Aurumne hath her pride defac't, 
For fucha dearth of honeſty is tride, | 

Since Patient Greſill, and True Conſtance di'd, 

Thartif a wifebe honeſt; if once croſt, 

It isalmoſt as ſtrange, as the greatfroſt, 


Paſquils Night-eap, 49 
Here cauld 1 cotea rabbleiof thoſe wines, 
That you would wonder but to hearethem nam'd, 
Which whilome led ſuch lewd diſhoneſt liues, 
That td remember them Iam aſham'd, 
But that the multitude and mighty number, 
Were good for nothing,bur your eares to cfber: 
Nor need we any proofes from graue be brought, 
We haue too many liuing which are noughe. 


Nor willI here their other vices ſcanne, 
Which more then to a million do amount: 
Hee that would know them, may in Mantuar 
See a great number morethen I can count: 
As enuy,ſ{colding,fwearing,lying,pride, 
Diſſembling, anda thouſand faults beſide, 
WhichT forbeare: becauſe beyond my tex' 


I would beloth thoſe louing wormesto vex. 


For they are creatures, which God made, to nurſe 

And comfort man; tincreaſe and multiply: 

But firſt, for comfortthey procur'd his curſe, 

And brought a woe to mans poſterity: 
Yer for th'increaſe which was of them required, 
They often being forth morethen aredelired: 
Filling their huſbands. barnes with others corne, 
As if to bargaine they were onely borne. 


For inſtance of this truth, I can proclaime 

Diuers examples which are worth the hearing: 

To ſhew; that wiues, before they1looſe their game, 

Willfſtill be taking vp,and fall to bearing: 
Bur that I feare I ſhould to much offend them, 
And yet, although I know itwill nor mend them, 

One Tle produce; becauſe I do nox loue 

T affirme for truth, more then I well can proue. 

| D. 2 Within 


5o Paſquils Nieht-exp. 

Within the ſpatious bounds of fertile Kent, (ded) 

(The Country, which for Long-tailes'is commen- 

VVhere the increaſe of Rabbers paies the rent, 

And ſixedaies labour is in one day fpended: 
VVherher the Cittzens (when dates are faire) 
Saile downefor pleaſures,and to rake the ajre: 
Teeate plums and cheries : and about the Spring. 
To heare the Nightingale and Cuckoe ſing, 


There is a Towne; I liſt not tell the name: 

(Nor is the naming worth a Graveſ-e2d Toft) 

Men of all Countries trauaile through the ſame, 

And(if they money want) may kifſe the poſt, 
Engliſh,Italians,Tarks, Moores Spaniards,Geymans, 
Danes ,Scets,French, Triſh, Muſconits,and Normans, 
And new Virgineans, and of cuery fort, (ſhort, 
Some white,ſome blacke,ſome long-men,8& ſome 


* Som honeſt men,ſome fools, fome knaues, ſome wile 

Paſle through this Towne,of all degrees at large, 

Some thicues, ſome Tailors, which do ſtill deuiſc 

New fooliſh faſhions to put men to charge. 

Some Citrizens,fome Cuckolds there ariues, (wiues: 

Some queans,ſome Maids,ſom bawds,& ſome w—_ 
And through this Towne they traucl to the terry, 


To be conuai'd by Tilt-boate,orby VVherry. 


It is the place as nowI call to mind, 
VVhere Marriners and theireſpouſed Mares, 
Frollicke at farewell,while they ſtay for wind, 
VVhich ſhowld tranſport them ouer to the Straites, 
Itis the place whereas they kiſſe and part 
VVith weeping eies,and with a heauy heart, 
Forward he goes his voyage to entend, 
Backc {hee returnes to meete aſecrerfieind. 
en en ne Vic 
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Within that Towiie there whilom was an Infie; ©" 


Where man and horſe at liverie mightftand,. 
There dwelt an Hoſteſſe witha double chin, 
A buxone wench, as any in the land :- 


She now was old and tough, yetinheryouth 


She was a morſell for a Parfons tooth; 


- 


Tender and faire, and plump; and with the reſt 
Courteous, and kind to-welcome eucry- gueſt. 


And therewithall well could ſhetalke and chat, 
And tell of faries, and: doe other thinges + 
Her friend to pleafure. But what martrer's that; 
Her husbid knew not, where the ſhooe him wrin 
For though ſhe was a wanton, ſhe was wiſe, 
And knew what times were fit tofall and riſe; 
Andi her head this Prouerb ſtill did carrie 
Although thou be not chaſte, yet be thou charie. 


And (ſure) I'con her thanke and mickle praiſe - 
( Conſidering many-of them doe ſtepawrie) 
That ſhe could line her ſhoes with vnder-laies 
So cunningly, that few the fault did ſpie: 
For ſince at Lodam they all loue to play, 
And will play falſe, yether commend I may, 
Thar ſo can ſhift great Loaders from her hand 
No lookers on, nor gameſters vnderſtand. 


What with our eies wee ſeenot in this caſe + 
We greeue not with our heart, ( as people ſay) 
Nor doth the Foreſter, which keepes a-chaſe 
(Vnles he ſee men beare his game: away 

Or by the bloud find where the Deare did fall) 

Suppoſe he wanteth anic game ar all: 

For how can Warreners Feir conyes miſſe 

Vales they come, iuſt when _ hunting is > 

3 


es; 
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Bur: 


2 Poſanie Neght emp: 
But though that, mar riage. makes moſt -husbands 
Or ells of one eyeall of-them deprines,  ( blinde, 
Thar what their left hand doth they cannot find, 
Nor ſec the ſecret dealings of their wines; 

Yet had iny ſubule Hoſt ſome ſmall ſuſpition 

My Hoſteſle, was too pliant of condition; 

But they:that Iunes and 'Ordinaries keepe 

Muſt _—_ {ec and winke, and wake __ fleep-t 


For, trauailers when they arc in their Inne 
Loueto be merrie, and to make good chearc : 
How ere they ſwagger, it muſt beno ſinne, 

The forehead of my Hoſt muſt ſtill be cleare, 
And though they chance my Hoſteſle for to k# 
My Hoſt muſt fay, ther's nothing done amiſle : 
For they will pay like Kinges, for all they take _ 
And I haue dowe (Godsplentic) for my cake. 


For what care I ? or wherein am I worſe 

Though others tine their candles at my light > 

Or though an orher man doth vſe my purſe? 

If ſtill my candleburne both faire and bright, 
And that my purſe returne home withour tearing, 
With ſtore of monie, nothing worſefor wearing, 
Forthis poſition I will cuer hold 
'Tis better wedae « Baggage, then 4 Scold, 


Thus was mine Hoſt content to let his wife 
Keepe companie, and welcome cucric gueſt, 
No fooliſh icalouſie did ſtir yp ftrife, 
Nor fond ſuſpition did their ſtate moleſt: 
For ſhe was merrie, and did loue to play, 
And with her mirth mine Hoſt could well away: 
For though his wife did hault; hee knew as nwch, 
Thatall his neighbours wiucs did need a crutch. 
| 5s Bur 
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Bur co goforwatd.Now theybeth were 6140" 04 
And paſt diepteaſures of theityonrhfullnatute”®* 
One child they had, more deare'to'thetn then gald, 
A prettie maid, iuſt ofher morhers fature': 
ike her inface, irfperſon, and' in favour, | * 
. Like herin qualities, and'in betatiour feaict'/ 
In all thinges like her mother, Gurih dns”? 
Her name was Kate; her mothers name was exe. 


Her fatherlou'd her well, becauſe he ſee | 
His wiues true imagein his daughters face,” 
A forward Impe ſhe was, andlike to bee © 
Aproper woman, { if ſhe want nor grace ) 
For to ſpeake-rruth, and without partialitie, 
She was endu'd with manie aprettie qualitie, © 
For ſhe could fing moſt weetly; dice moſt finely 
And on her virginalls ſhee plaied dininely. 


Arvpper end of table, by her mother; 

Dinner and ſupper, loue:y Kare did fir, 

Whereby difcourſing ſtill with orie or other 

She grew to haue a prettie-ready wit, 
And could both eſt, & taunt,to make a laughter, 
Thatallmen faid ſheewas her mothers daughter, 
And ſo the was ; for you ſhall eucr finde, 
<« That crowes breed crowes. And cat will after kind. 


But time paſt on, and Kate was paſta child, 

And in the teenes abouta yeare or two ; 

When nature, which can neuerbeexil'd, 

Made her conceiue,what ſhe was borne to doe. 
Fornow vaine luſtes, and idle prouocations, 
Stir'd vp her mind with looſe imaginations, 
And this conceit ſtill in her fancieran, 


. The chiefeſt pleaſure was to know. « man. 
ind. 
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'And now ſheethought (ge 
Haue, woemen allwaiesaftcr they ate-wed? !' | (liues 
How plealantlyand merrieliuethoſewives,' ' - | 
Which hauea mano comfortthema bed? 
Whar Rar made ooo thatthingſo deare, 
Which lets their ſperts,& grieus theforto-beare? 
This Lrefolue, thoughyer Foe not matrie: 


My maiden-head I will not longer carrie. 


Thus courteous Kate decreed: andeuen thebeſt 

( Oft times )about heryearesare ſo inclin'd: 

For their virginitic doth ſo moleſt, 

And is ſo grcata burthen to their minde 
That ſcarſe a maid (ſo ſoone as ſhe hath skill) 
Burkeepes her majden-head againſt her will. 
And verie many ofthemThaueſcene - 
iFor grief thereofgrow ſicklic, and looke greene. 


Bur Kate had vow'd that {ickneſle to preuent, 
And notto lead old grinning Apes 1n hell, 
And therefore ſhe berimes to Philicke went 
The cauſes of that maladieto quell. 

And taſting of ſome drugges within a corner, 
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Which firſt were miniſtred by; th' captain Horner, | 


Shelik'd ſo well th' Aporicarics ſtuff, 


That ſhe did thinke, ſhe nere ſhould haue enough, \ 


This Capraine Horner ſometimes loued Kate, 

And ſhe likewiſe good will ro him did carric: 

Bur priuate —_ ſtirring vp debate 

Mine Hoſteflewas vnwilling ſhe ſhould marric: 
And therefore he,for fearethey ſhould hitn mock, 
Gaue Kate her farewell witha priuate knocke: 
Of which kind blow ſhe tooke ſo good a liking, 
That al were welcome,which would falto _— 


od-Loid) whar happie 
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Behold 


v 


Paj quilts Night-cap. 25 
Behold a womans vnreſtrained thirſt, 35nnoos 
Her greedy appetite,and pu defire: | 
After that ſhe hath broke the hedge arfirſt, 
And taſted of the fruitewhich all require: 
Her minde is ſo vnbounded without meaſure; 
That fhe is neuer ſatisfied with pleaſure, - 
Burſtill (like to the graue) for more doth cry, 
Or (like thehorſe-leach) which is euer dry. 


In ſuch a gaping eaſe was wanton Xate, 


Afeer that ſhe had taſted of the potions, Þ 

VVhich Do@or Captaine Horrer gaue her late, 

To bridle and reprefle her yourhfull motions: 
For though ſhe did defireto _— 
Yetnow her thirſt increaſed ten (mes more. | 
For after we haue found the ſweete of ſinne, 
VVec worſe refraine,then when we did beginne. 


Thus Kate gaue bridlero her liberty, 
And (when occaſion ſerued)made notdainty, 
For ſhee had puther ſelfe in icopardy 
To try the battell arthe leaſt with twenty: 
And ſhe was growne fo skilfull in her play, 
That very few went conquerors away: 
Bue they that with ſo many haue abour, 
Shall ſometimes haue the worſt I make no doubt, 


'Tis bad in ſickeneſfſe ro haue diners Do&ors: 

Their ſundry medicines will but make thee worſe: 

Inlaw tis fooliſh to fee many Procors, | 

For ſome will harme thy cauſe and hurt thy purſe: 
So tisno wiſedome inawanton maide, » 
To vſc her pleaſures, asa commontrade, : 51. 
And make het paſtimes like her occupation, 
VVhich were — her xecreations « - C 

50 
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So long the pircherhormedoth warer fetch, 

That by ſome knocke irbroken dothreturne: 

So long the fiye doth atthe candle clerch, 

Thar in concluſion ſhee her wings doth burne: 
Solong a wench may Phyſicke vic to take 
To curethe griping of her belly-ake, 
That ſhe may ſurfer in ſuch dangerous caſe, | 
As ſhe will be the worſe a twelue-months ſpace. 


Thus it befell to Kate, that was fofroticke: 

Her bucket now was broken atrhe well, 

Shee now complaind that ſhee had gor the collicke, 

And maruailed much to ſec her belly ſwell: 
Herm wauc her drinkes, and with a charme 
Did clap tNEpot-lid to her belly ware, - - 
Tokill the wormes. Burall her meanes are vaine, 
They are no wormes that puther to fuch paine. 


Sometimes aboutthe ſtomacke gricfe ſhe feeles, 
And ſometimes of her backe ſheedorh complaine, 
Sometimes a quickething in her with two heeles, 
She thinkes doth ſtirre, which maks her fcare again e 

She is with child: bur yet ſhe doth not know, 

For itmay be her gues , that tumble ſo: 

Or it may be with fatnefle and with winde, 

Tharſhe growesbig before,and broad behind. 


But nowſhedid beginne to long for Cherries, 
For Cadlings,Peſcodes,and for Apple-pies: 
And now ſhe faine would cate ſome Gooleberries, 
And cuery thing whichcame before her eyes; 
Or others told her of, orſhe could name, 
She ſttildefiredforrto caſte the ſame: 
So.thatthe Mother ſeeing this cfte, 


 Somewhatbeganher daughterto tulpeR, 


And 
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And one day taking Ketherzne afide, EY 
Into the Parlour or ſome priuare place, 
She gan to tell her that ſhe had eſpide 
Both by the change of coulour in her face, 
And by her lynging for ſo many things, 
And by the griping, which her ſtomacke wrings, 
That ſomewhat in her body was amiſle; 
And therefore, Kate, come tell me what itis. 


Tell me (quoth ſhe) and do not hide thy fault, 
And if thou haſt offended, let me know it, 
"Tis hard before a Cripple for to halt: 
For I perceiue,although thou wilt nor ſhew it, 
That thou haſt bene too buſy with a man, 
And art with child;deny it if thou can: 
Tell me, for though we cannothelpe the ſame, 
Yetby preuention we may hide thy ſhame. 


Kate,which knew well her Mother was too wiſe, 
To bediſlembled with in ſucha caſe, 
Thought ir was bootleſle fortoblind her eies, 
VVhich could difſcerneher folly by herface, 
And therefore on her knees the fell before her, 
And for remiſſion did with teares implore her, 
And ſince deniall could ao comfortbring, 
She plainely told her Mother cuery thing. 


And firſt ſhe told her: how that Captaine Horner 
Before he trauail'd to the New-found Land, | 
By chancedid meete her inaſecretcorner, 
And preſtherfora ſouldier of his band: 
And how that diuers othermen of Armes, 
Beſicg'd her afterwards withfreſh alarm's; 
But who had blowne her vp;and madeher ſwell, 
Motches (quochſhe) intruth [cannotrell, 
E2 Now 
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Now B-nea/cite,her Mother faid, 
And haſt thoubenc already ſuch a Twigger, 

I durſt have ſworne thou hadſtbene yet a Matd, 
And would'ſt haue bene fo till thou hadſt bin bigger. 
Arcthou begot with child, and can't not-gather, 
Out of -ſo-many,one,to be the father? 
Nor any butthe Capraine cant thonname, 
Which long {ince went toſcaz:Now fy for ſhame... 


VVith-that ſhe ſhooke her head and bent her brows, 
As if ſhe. had beneangry;whenbehold; 

Mine Hoſt comes in,to whom mine Hoſteſſe ſhewes 
Their daughters ſad miſchance, (as hath bene told) 
Which when hee heard; ſerting his cap afide. 

He was ſo angry thathe could nor chide:-. 
- Aclaſt hefaid:And hath ſheplaid the whoore?. 
Fy on her, Baggage,turnue her out of dore. 


Mine Hoſteſle, fecing him to-grow ſo hot, 
Stept out,and fpake ro him with ſpecches milde,; 
Deſiring bum; althoughtherewere ablot, 
He would remember that ſhe was their childs. 
-And not to caſther off, for one fault paſt; 
_- Forncither:s:ſhe firſt norwill be laſt; 
Of good-mens children (furc I thinkeas ſhee) 
Thatin their youth offend in this degree. 


Buthusband (quorhſhe)'ris no time to brawle: - 
Weeall hane faults, andneed for to amend: - 
The deed-is done; and'wordes cannot recall 
Thar which is paſt,nor bring it to an end: 

Many thatnow ſeemes honeſt intheir liues, 

Haue doneas much, beforethat they were wiues. 
{| Tis gue (quorhhe) Bur this is too roovilde, 
Sg knowes not who isfather to her childe, 
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If the could namethe Sire, I:did nor cares. | 
For by cacirmarriage the might hide her ſhames. 

llrhough he were a begger, poore and bare, ' 
Or ifhe were a cripple, blind and-lame, . | 

Or whoſocuer, it ſhe knew the father, - 

And could produce him, I could beare the rather:- 

But neither knowing him, norlus abiding, 

This isa wonder worthie of deriding. 


Lord (quoth mine Hoſteſſe) what acoile you keepe? 
Was neuer other woman:ſo beguild? ' 
Some I haue heard haue been conceiu'd a ſleepe, 
And neuer knew the Father of their child.(ſmother, 
And ſome haue ſuch: good: lucke their-faules to. 
That they willlie with one, then wed an orher. 
And wondernot,becauſe ſhe hath miſcarried, 
For ſhe's as good a.maid, as moſt are married... 


Weallhaue faultes : and tis a womans 'narure 
To loue a man : She hath bur done her kind, . 
For when that I was yong, about her ftature, 
I was vnto the ſport-as well inclm'd: 
As others were: for wee haue all been finners,.. 
And ſometimes loue itbetter then our dinners,!, 
But God forgiue vs all. Both we and you, 
When we are yong,will doe as others-doe. 


Well ( quoth-mine HoſHI tell thee:once againe: 
Theſe thinges arenot the pot, whereon Þ ſtandy..” 
Let me bur know the man,which rook the paine , | 
To ſowe his ſeed in her vnfallowed-land, | 
AndI am pleaſ'd;and will docallI'can 

To haue her quickly:married tothat man. : 
Within her furtowes hauethereplow'dſo manie, ,. 
Thatfor to reape thecrop flicknowes hotanic? - 
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And what of that? mine Hoſteſſe then repli'd: 
Can itbe holpen now with wordes or winde? 
Fitter it were for vs to ſecke to hide 
Her ſhame, before the world the ſame doe finde, 
Then like a paire of fooles to prate and char 
Vntono purpoſe, of I know not what: 
One man ſhe knowes ; buthe is ſuch a knaue, 
With my conſent ſhe neuer ſhall him haue. 


And who is he ( repli'd mine Hoſt atlaſt, ) 

For whom your. liking doth no better ſtand ? 

'Tis Captaine Horner, which ſome 6. months paſt 

( Quoth ſhe ) went this way to the Newfound Jand. 
Buthe's ſo great an vnthrift, that he would 
Conſume is houſe, ifit were full of gold; 
And he's a Papiſt, and I wiſh her quicke 
Laid vnder ground, then wed a Catholique. 


Surely (quoth hee) 'ris ſtrange to ſee your minde, 
That a (whomin times paſt you did commend 
To be an honeſt thriftie man, and kinde, 
And who hath cuer been our ſpeciall friend) 
Should now fo far be caſt out of your fauour: 
Thar, though ir fitteſt be that he ſhould haue her, 
( All thinges confider'd) yeryou are fo turned, 
Before ſhebe his wife, you'd wiſh her burned. 


But howfſocuer ofthe man you deame, 
Or what conceitis/come into your minde, 
I cannorrell; yer he to mee doth ſeeme, 
( For I will peake no worſe then I doe finde ) 

Tobe a ciuile gentleman of carriage, 

And like to doeas wallas ſhe in marriage: 
- And(byreport)he haha heauie purſe, 

1 pray ro God, our daughter docno worſe, 


Bue 


ut 


\ 
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But'tis no matter;once hewould haue had her, 
And then ſhe muſt not looke on Captaine Horney: 
Now ſhe is puft, and blowne vp in the bladder, 
And now there isno doubt, but he doth ſcorne hex 

Andyeryour anger is ſo furious ſtill, 

He ſhall not marrie her with your good will, 

I thinke a woman isa ſpright infernall , 

If once ſhe hare, her malice is eternall. 


Ithad been better thata chimny-{weeper 

Had married her, if they two had affected, 

Though we had after been compel'd rokeepe her, 

Then with this ſhamefull deed co be dere&ed. 
Forby that meanes; though he were ne're ſo baſe, 
She might hane lookt her neighbours in the face, 
And now wee both may keepe her for our ſtore, 
And ſhe ſhall eucr bee eſteem'd a whore. 


Yet in my iudgement, thebeſtremedie 

That I can fande to eouer her offence, 

Is, that in haſt wee ſend her priuily 

Vnto our friends or kindred, far from hence, 
Where for aſcaſon ſhe ſhall make abode, 
Yacill that ſhe bee eaſed ofher lode; 
Andafter that the childis put co nurſe, 
She may returne, a maideno iortthe worſe. 


There like a wife ſhall ſhe herſelfe attire, 

And ſo ſhall blinde the Gountrie with a wile : 

Here we will fay, if any doe enquire, 

She's gone to ſojourne with our freindes a while: 
And when the child is bigger, and can runne, 
We will maintaine it as our cozensfonne: 

. And'tis no newes : for I haue knowne a dozen 
Whichkeprthe batads, 8c did call hem coven, 

8 ut 
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But if-che matter chance to be deſcrid, 
And that itbediuulged inthe Towne, * | 
Some-honeſt place we will for her pronide 
#: Ar. London, where ſheſhall remaine wnknownez 
wa And there,( as Country-men-doe vſe to ieft) 
up -  . Shee'lbea Maid, as goodas is the beſt; 

For tis a viuall praQticeand awittie 
' Toſend ypbrokenveſlels rothe Cittie. 


-Old hats, old clokes, and otherſuch-old ware, 
Bought ar the fecond hand, andalmoſt worne, 
The .Citrizens dreſle vp, and tricke them faire 
And ſellthem vnto Country-men'in-ſcorne: 
Againe, theCountry-men in lew of this 
Send vp their wenches,thathaue done amiſle, 


Tow or 3-baſtards{(at the leaſt) a:peece, 

So that they were derided, had in ſcorne, 

And hooted at, as if they had been Geeſe; 
And after all theſe mockes, and much a doe 


' Andbeenwellmarried vnto menof Trades. 


Therefore this courle is good,if you thinke fie, 
For firſt abroade ſhe ſhall be ſafe deliuered, 
So that our neighbours ſhall nor know of ir, 
And if her follie be at home diſcouered, 

Then vnto Londen may ſhe quickly wend 


YerifthatT might rule the roft,much rather 


I wiſh, that Horzer might the baſtard father. 


Crackt maides,grofſe widdowes, and ſuchbroken 
| Are goodenough to marrie Cittie-Guls. ( Truls 


For I haueknowne ſome wenches, that haueborne 


Haue _ to Loxdop but a yeare or two, (Maides, 
" And there within ſhort time have prou'd good 


| To take fuchfortunethere, as God well ſend 


F 
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That Horne might! replied mine Hoſteſſe then; 
I wonder whyſo much you talke of him: 
In faith I could notloue him of all men, 
He lookes ſo blacke,ſo rigorous and grim: 
Beſides, hehatlvno Trade ro liue vpon, 
Nor lands tokeepe him, when the wars are done. 
And there's an other thing, which like worſe, 
All his wiues ſpending muſt come from his purſe. 


Oh, it will grieue a woman tothe heart, 

For euery farthing that ſhe doth beſtow, 

To make account, how ſhe did it imparr, 

So that herhusband mult of all things know: 
For we haue many ſecret meanes to ſpend, 
Whichare not fit our husbands ſhould intend: 
For if that of them all they notice had, 
The moſt of them(I feare)would run ſtarke mad. 


Tr is your Cittizen,which keeps his wife, 


Gorgeous and gallant, with all prodigality: 
Shee liues at pleaſure; lez45 a merry lite; 
Sits in her ſhop with all formaliry: 
He hath a myſtery which ſeldomefailes; 
And ſhe agreatallowance by her vailes; 
Her cob-web lawne , the altering of her wings, 
Come from her vailes, with many other things. 


And truely itis wonderfull to heare | 
How ſoine of themwill brag of their greatvailes: 
Boaſting they gather 4o poundes by yeare, 

From the pill'd ſcrapings of a few ſheepes tailes: 
And ſome from1hreds, and hornes, andſuch like 
Are able cuety weeke to buy a ruffe:: ' ++ |. (ſtuffe: 
Thar (ſure) I thinke them in their hattes as good, 
As Gentle-womenintheir veluet-hood, 

| F Indeed 
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Indeed the Gentle-woemen looke more high, 

And of the Cirtizens will eake the wall; 

Yet haue they but their penſion quarterly, 

Tokeepe themfclues,and find their houſe withall: 
If they want rifles, or would be morebraue, 
Out of houſc-keeping they muſt pinch and fave: 
They haue their coaches, and great Vardingals; 
But Tradeſincns wines haue often better vailes. 


And certainely,if I may haue my will, 

A Cittizen ſhall marry her,or none, 

And therefore if you haue no better skill, 

Or care not whom ſhe hauc:Let me alone; 
Ile ſee,if I a husband can prouide 
The child to-father, and her ſhame to hide: 
And though I knownot whoſ& it is by right, 
It ſhould be father d;ere it come to light. 


Norwill I ſtand ingagd to any friend, 

To be a Maſque to couer our diſgrace: 

Nor vnto Loxdop after ſhall ſhe wend, 

To make her honeſter by ſhifting place: 
For theſe are fooliſh ſhifrs, & common meanes, 
Practiſed by none, but ordinary Queanes, (hide, 
And _— a while theſe trickes their faults may 
Yetat the length their ſhame will be deſcri'd. 


No, this deuiſe too much in vfe is growne, 
And will not hold our water to thelaft | 
For tis no queſtion, but it will be knowne, 
Thenall our fat into the fire is caſt, 
And ſhe vndone: For no man,but a Daſtard, 
Willloue a woman, which hath borne a Baſtard, 
Nor ſhall you finde a man, will wed a Whoore, 
If he can lcarnethat ſhe was ſo before, 
=> as 
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And therefore, husband, rake a fooles aduice; * ' 
And if you oucour credit, and her good, 
Prouide a husband for her ina trice, 
Before that her offence be vnderſtood: 

You know ſhe is our onely child and heire; 

And (though l ſay) wlllinind and faire; 

- Andthere are many yong men that do warch, 


And wouldbe gladto light on ſuch a match. 


Firſt there is Maiſter Per8y arthe Bell, 

A Linnin-draper and a wealthy man: 

Then Maiſter Thomas , that doth ſtockings ſell: 

And George the Grocer,at the Frying-pan: \L 
And Maiſter Tymorhie the V\ ollen-draper, 
And Maiſter Sa/omon, the Leather-ſcraper: 
And Maiſter Franke the Gold-ſmith at the Roſe: 
And Maiſter Phillip with the fiery Noſe. 


And Maiſter Miles the Mercerat the Harrow: & 
And Maiſter Nzc& the Silke-man atthe Plow: y 
And MaiſterG//es the Salterat the Sparrow: | 
And Maiſter Dzcke the Vintner at the Coy: 

And Harry Haberdaſher at the Horne: 

And Olixer the Dier, atthe Thorne: 

And Bernard Barbor-ſurgeon,art the Fiddle: 

And Moſes Merchantailor at the Needle. 


And Maiſter Hercules the Iron-monger, 
(Some ſay that he is worth 2000. pound) Of old Iron, 
And Maiſter 1ames,that {els freſh Cod and Con oerl. 
And Maiſter Roger Scriuenerat the Hand: 
And Maiſter « 4#thoxy th Apothecary: 
All which would willingly our daughter marry; 
With ditiers others thatTI know beſide, {Bride: 
Which wouldbe glad to haue her for their 


F 2 All 


Hercules. 
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All theſe are Cittizens; and wellto liue: | 


[The worſtof- them is worth $00 pound; 
- And with our daughter weasmuch will giue; 


Then feare not, buta husband may be found: 
Fox (fure) among ſo many we ſhall finde, 
(Doubtleſſe) ſome one or other for our mind, 
And yet to chooſe one man before the reſt, 
The ;ron-monger I do fancy beſt. 


For he is wealthy(andI crave no more) 

And with our daughrers loue is ſtrong infected; 

He hath made diuers motions heretofore, 

Though hitherto he hath not bene reſpeRed: 

__ Srillhepurſues his ſuite, and is her louer, 
And he will fitly ſerue herfaulc to couer: 
Therfore the next time thathe doth come hither, 
Ler's knit the knot, and rye them faſt together. 


I ſee (replyed mine Hoſt) it isno lie: 
The yong Cocke after th'old Cocke learnes to crow: 
Well may our daughter tread her ſhoes awry,” 
If like vnto her Mother ſhe doth grow. 
Yet ſince I heare that ſhe hath done no more, 
Then (almoſt) all the kind hath done before, 
Iam content to do what ſhall be fit: 
Broche you the meate,and I will rurne the ſpit, 


"Thus was rhe plot ſer downgand all agreed, 

"That Maiſter Herenles ſhould be decciu'd, 

And that it ſhould be brought to paſſewith ſpeed, 

Betore ir could be knowne ſhee was conceiu'd. 
Behold yce Citizens what is concluded, 
Whereby your ſimpleneſſe mightbe deluded! 
Hereafter moreaduiſedly beware, 
To lctvp ſhop with ſuch like broken ware. 


- - —-» 
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Now tnaiſter Hertules, thitt little knew: oo!s 5:16 517 
Whar ſubrile ſtratagems were nah phonons? bn#. 
Whither itwas; that Cuckolds lucke him drew*+- /-, 
(Whichnone can ſhun) or loue-had him beſorred, 
[ cannotar this prefent well diſcuſſe, | 
But in concluſion it did happen thus ; 
After 2.daies to Billinſgate he went, 
And ouer-ſca fet forward into Kept. 


The Tide that morning fell at fowera clocke, 
Two howers at leaſt, before the day did-ſpring 
Manic good morrowes had.the chearefull-Cocke 
Chanted to Cuckolds, clapping with his wing : 
Good morrow mailter Hercrtes he cried ; 
Be ſtirring early, or you looſe/your Tide: :; 
Take Tide in time. The Tide for none will tay. 
Good morrow Cuckolds:Neighbors al good day.. 


Thus ſang the Cock. Bur he more vigilant 

Then is-the Cocke, was warchfull like-a'Car ; 

Which hauing found the hole, and vſuall hant 

Ot ſome delicious Mouſe, or nimble Rat, 
Still pries and peepes, andneucr can be quiet, 
Liſtning and watching when ſhe may elpy ir; 
And chough ſhewinke, no reſther eics can finde 
The Mouſe doth runne fo much within her minde. . 


Euen fo lay maiſter 7ercales that night, 
Telling the clocke, and could nor {leepe a winke 
The louc of Kate did haunt him like a-ſpright, 
And ſtill vpon his journey hedoththinke. ] 
No ſooner had the clocke reſounded three, 
But from his bed he ſtarted ſuddenly ; 
And in his braue new ſuite leapt out of dores, 


And ran to Billinſgate, and there tooke Ores. . 
HE. F 2 © Blacke: 
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Blacke gloomie clorides did ouerſpread the skie, 


And foggievapours did obſcure the aire 
So ries. 941 mater could not deſcrie 
( Almoſt) which way they ſhould condut their fare, 
For ſuch thicke miſtes vpon the water fell 
It was as darkeas if it had been hell 
But hee, to whom faire Kateriz did gine light, 
Would haue aduenrured in a darker night. 


For as that famous Hereules of old, 

For his friends ſake to Pluro'Fkingdome went : 

Euenſo this other Hercules the bold 

For his faire Kate did ferrie into Kerr, 
And without Moone or Star his way to guide, 
Couragiouſly faild forward in great pride, 
Dreading no _ ofrhe darkeſomenight, 

No Oules, Hobgoblins,Ghoſts, nor warer-ſpright 


For loue did make him bold and valiant, 

Feareleſle of Neptene, and his Trident Mace : 

No cloudes, nor miſtie darkenefſe could him dane, 

Nor ſtormes,nor tempeſtes,make him turne his face. 
But thoughit was ſo darke, they could not ſee 
Before their bote, abone two yardes or three, 
Yet forward with great courage did he flore, 


And ſung this dirtic, fitting in the bote 


Fortune my foe, why doeſt thou frowne this night? 
Yeclowring heauens, why doe yec looke ſo darke? 
Though neither Moone nor Stars doe giue vs light; 
Yerlittle Cup;4 doth condu@ our barke. 
And he will bring meewhere my truc-loue is, 
That face to face we may confer and kiſſe: 
For as the Moone amongſt the Stars doth ſhine, 
So mongſtall Maides doth beautcous Katherine. 
Thou 


It 
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Thou little. God, that with thy golden arrowe: 1 ©: | 
Didft wound wy heart, and mad'tt iny bellie rumble, 
Giue me the courage ofa yong Cocke-ſparrowe;, 
That pretious Kate with valour I may tumble. 

Oh that my wordes may be fo eloquent, 

That I may tickle her with complement ! 

Oh peircc her (pretie Cyp:4) with thy ſting, 

That I may pricke her with another thinge. 


My louelie Kate, which ſlcepeſt at thy eaſe, 
And doeſt nor dreang, that Ito thee come fliding, 
Would I were partner with the skipping fleas 
Which in thy bed with thee haue their abiding; 
I would nor bite thee in that grieuous fort, 
But hip and skip, and kiſle, to make thee {port. 
For as the pricklings of the role bring pleafure; 
So ſhould my ticklinges be efteem'da treaſure. 


Yeebold Corriualls, which-doe loue my Kate, 
Leaue of your wooing, and giue meethe way, 
My valiant heart in loue admitsno mate, 
Before I looſe her, I will kill and flay. 

For as the mightic Hercules ran mad, 

And for a woman loſt the wits he had : 

So IfT haue her nor, I greatly feare, 

I ſhall run mad, or elſe goe verie neere. 


Thus did he fing : and further would haue chanted, 

But that a ſuddain feare his note did ſtay, 

Stopping his voice, and ſo his ſpirits daunted, 

That hee ( poore man ) could neither {ing nor ſay. 
For iuſt againſt rhe leaucleſle forked tree, 
Which cuericpaſſengerdefires ro ſee, 
Wherconthe Armes of Cuckoldric appeares, 
There was he ducked ouer head and cares. _ 
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4 "0 Poſqnile Neehte 
Thereaſon was ; becauſe an-other barke - 
Comming from-Courtar Greenew/ch with a fare, 
And notdeſcrying th' other in the darke, 
Met them fo ſtrongly erc they were aware, 

That maiſter. Hereales without a word 

Was caſt ro fiſh for Salmons ouer bord; 

And both his Mariners cloſe at his neeles 

Did followe him forLamprics, and for Eeles. 


The other bote farbetter fortune had, 
And with a littleſtaggering kgpt her head, 
But maiſter Herew/es, whoſe lucke was bad, 
Sunke to the bottom, like a lumpe of lead; 
Yet there percciuing, ere he further went, 
It would not be the readie way to Kezt, 
With hands and feet he daſhed and he waued, 
And like a ruſhing Porpoiſe himbehaued. 


Vpward he heau'd his bodie from the grovnd, 

And plungd as proudlyasa water-dog : 

Loth was heatthatpreſentto be drownd, 

Though he could ſwimme no more then can alog. 
For life is {weet, andthe would gladly ſau it, 
Nor would it looſe, ſo long as he can haue ir : 
And therefore 'tis no meruaile if he ſtriue 
With all his mightto keepc himſelfe aline. 


He ſtrikes the water, and would gladly {wimme; 
But there wasone thing did his ſwimming ler : 
His head was heauie, and did trouble him, 
And outof waterthathecould nor ger. 
And thereforenow hegreaily gan ro. feare, 
That without doubt he ſhould be drowned there, 
And (ſure) exceptſome lucky chance betide, 
An other father Katherine muſt prouide 


For 


w nn 


Paſguils Noght-eah, 4r- 
For Maiſter Hercules was now growne faint, 
And now his breathnolonger could containe, 
And now in heart he ſigh'd, and made complaint, - 
Thathe ſhould neuer ſee his loueagaine: 

Yer here behold! when he was moſt i1 doubt, 

Deſpairing ever that he ſhould ger out, 

Then was his ſuccour neareſt to his hand, 


To faue his life and bring him to the Land. 


O valiant Hercules, thou Champion bold, 
Couragious ſuiter vntotouely Kate, 
Fearenot (braue man) but quickly take faithold; 
Good fortune at thy elbow doth awaite: 
Put vp = hand and apprehend that Oare, 
Which tor thy ſuccour houers thee before: 
Dread not that death can deſteny withſtand, 
At Cuckolds-Hauen thou ſhalr quickly land. 


A happy Oaredid happen then to ſwimme, 

Vnto the place where Hercules did dine, 

Which was a meanes moſt fortunate to him 

His preſcruation thereby to contriue: 
For as he plunged in that pitteous plight, 
His handes by chance vpor: the Oare did light: 
Whichhe held faſt and lifting vp his head, 
Helpe friendes (he cride) or elſe I am but dead. 


The other Bbate, which was not farre away, 
Hearing kim call, drew to him by the ſound, 
And finding him at laſt in that array, 

Muchlikea Rat that had bene almoſt drown'd, 
They hifthim vp, and on his feete him reared, 
Which lookt as though he had ben lately feared, 
Or rather like the picture of a Ghoſt, 

Pals, ſpeachleſle,ſtaring; — like a poſt, = 
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His limbes for cold did quakejhis teeth did clatter 
And fromthe dropping Ciſternes of his breech 
Downe both his trembling legs ran forth the water, 
And he for feare was almoſt void of ſpeech: 
- But comming to himſelfe and there eſpying, 
That his apparell ſtood in need of drying, 
And thathis ioints were ſtiffe, and wanted fire, 
To beconuaide to ſhore he did deſire. 


Angry he was in minde ſo to be wer, 
And therefore thought at firſt with them to brawle; 
He ſaw thoſe were the men that had them _ 
And in the water onerthrowne them all: 

But when he did.conſ1der in the end, 

That quarrels would not this miſchance amend, 

 Hewiſely them intreated in good ſorr, 

That to ſome Hauen they would him tranſport. 


Not farre from thence there was a landing place, 
A Port of great report throughout our Nation, 
Which latter times haue branded with diſgrace, 
With termes of ſlander,ſhame and deteſtation; 
Though heretofore it was a place of reſt, 
VVhere married men were fortunate and bleſt, 
And where the Horne-aboundant did beſtow. 
Riches and honour both to high and low. 


There whilome did a famous Temple ſtand, 
To Lady Fortune ſometimes dedicate, 
Where all the horned perſons of the Land, 
Did once a yeare conuene to celebrate; 
But chiefly Cittizens; vpon whoſe Crowne, 
Fortune herbleſſings moſt did tumble downe: 
' Andin whoſe cares (as all the world doth know) 
Toe Horne of. great Aboundance [till doth blow. 


Witun . 
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Within this Church an image was ereQed, 
Which did the Lady Fortune repreſent, 
Crowned with mighty Hornes,to be reſpected, 
For worth, for beauty, and for ornament: 
All guilded and beſet with pretious ſtones, 
Which far were ferch beyond the burning Zones: 
So bright with theſe fair ſton's the horns did flame, 
That none but married men could ſee the ſame. 


Within her lap whole bundles their did lie, 
Of earthly bleſſings, and terreſtriall ioyes; 
VVealth,honour,pride,acquaintance,yvanity, 
VViues, weddings, night-caps, ad a thouſand toies; 
All which in ſuch aboundance ſhe did caſt, 
{Bur chiefly on the Citizens) ſo faſt, 
That with the weight, fo ponderous and fo great, 
Many of them aboutthe browes did ſweate. 


VVithone of her faire hands ſhe marriage made, 
And coupled two rogether,man and wife; 
VVith th'other hand a paire of hornes ſhe laid 
Vpon the husbands head for all his life: 
Then all the bleſſings, which her placket filled, 
She ſeem'd to ſhake,and on his head diſtilled, 
The reaſon was (obſerue it now and then) 
That Cuckolds often arc the wealthieſt men. 


A horned Altar ſtood before her face, 
Old dotards here which mary youthfull wiues; 
Andall old woemen,void of wit and grace, 
Depriu'd of ſhame, and weary of their liues: 
VVhich wed yong boies, had wont to facrifice, 
For fortunes fauour at their enterpriſe: 
On whom by right ſhe alwaies did beſtow, 
Helmets of hornes, to beare off cuery blow. 
PW. And 
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'And at this Shrine did offer of cach ſort: 
All thoſe, which hauing ſpent abroade their ſtocke, 
Arhome haue — to renew the ſport, 
But by their wiues lie ſencelefſe,like a blocke, 
They and their wines did here both offrings make, 
And each receiued hornes for th'others ſake: 
For try who will : The prouerbe till doth threate, 
who ſtrikes with ſword the ſcabbard ſhall him beat. 


And here did offer many afapleſſe Sor, 
VVhoſle trigid nature, wanting moiſture due, 
Made his wiues tillage proue a barren plor, 
Till fortunes hand with hornes did him endue: 
Bntafter thathis offering here was made, 
The fruitleſle ſoile,which was for barren laid, 
V Vithout his husbandry or helping hand, 
Nft prou'd more fertile,then he would demand. 


This place was famous,and of great report, 

Vnrtill wat Tyler (as ſome bookes haue\aid) 

VVith all the rabble of the Xer7/h ſort, 

Hauocke and ſpoile through all the country made. 
Then was this ſtately Temple ouerthrowne; 
The Image and the Altar caſt quire downe; 
All chings defac't, and topſte-turuy turned, 
Fortune diſgrac't, and all her horns were burned. . 


Thus Fortunes Temple fell: for what can ftand, 
Againſt ſo wilfull, and ſo wild a crue? 

VVhere loue,nor faith,nor fortune can command, 
Nor care,nor feare of dangers that enſue: 

Bur Fortune,angry this great ſpoile to ſee, 

And ſore incenſed with this ini 
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ſhe reſt, which by remiiſion of the King 
Eſcap'd the halter and the farall Tree, 

She likewiſe plagued with another thing 

( Foule ſhameto them and their poſteritie) 
For from. their backe-partes neere about their 
Did ſpring a lothſome & deformed lumpe,(cump 
Coucr'd with haire;which growing peEdent down, 
Shew'd like the taile of Munckie or Babowne, 


Thus was that raſh and rebell crew of Kent 
Plagued with tailes of wondrous admiration, 
And ſo continued downe-ward by deſcent 
From man to man, by manya generation, 
And though they curtail'd them,or did them pare, 
It could not helpe: They grew againe as faire. 
Agd hereupon a long time to their ſhame 
They and their race of long-tailes had the name: 


Long time thoſe long-tailes did remaine in Xezt, 
Athamed of themfelues; and monſters deemed, 
And no deuife could findetor to preuent, 
And rid their tailes that fo deformed ſeemed. 
But ſtill che more they Jaboured co auoid them, 
The longer ſtill they grew,and more annoid them: 
:Vatill a man of Art by skill did find- 
The meanes to cure their maladie behind. 


Who ſitting one day in his prinate cell, 
Caſting an cye vpon his Keztish raile, » 
With incantations of a Magick-ſpell, 
Able to make great Rhademanthus quaile, 
He coniur'd vp a ſpirit; and charge'd him tell 
The firſt occaſion, how this ſhame befell, 
And by what meanes they might the ſame eſcape, 
And bring their butrockes to their ancient. ſhape. . 
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The fiendirepli'dI can theeplainly tell ; 
This ſhame attendes you for your ſires offence: 

For whenin former times they did rebell, 

"They Fortunes Image v{'d with violence, 

Defac'd herfamous Temple, and in ſcorne 
Conſum'd with fier her guilded Crowne of Horne; 
Whereat diſpleaſ'd for them and for their ſeed 
Fortune this puniſhment of Tailes decreed. 


If therefore from the ignominious ſtaine 

Of long-trail'd Kentishmen you would be frec: 

Endeuour fortunes fauour to regaine, 

That ſhe may cure your great deformitic: 
And for her Image, which was erſt deie&ed, 
Let ſomefaire Monumentbe there erected, 
Thatyour ſubmiſſion may with her __ 
To the conſumption of each Kentish raile, 


Hereatthe ſpirir vaniſhrout of ſight, 
And leftthe Inchanter muſing: which with ſpeed 
Aſſembled allche long-tailes, that there might 
By wiſedome and aduiſement be decreed, 
WhatTImage, portrature, or Monument 
Were for this purpoſe moſt conuenient 
To pacific the Goddeſle, and redrefle 
Thcir beaſtlie back-partes, and vacomelineſſe. 


Ar Canterburie met this congregation 
From cuerie Towne and village within Xent : 
Where after much ingenious conſultation 
It was atlaft concluded by conſent, 
That on the fertile bankes of that faire floud 
Where fortunes famous Image whilom ſtood, 
An horned Piller there they would exalr 
'T appeaſe the Goddeſle for their fathers falt. 
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And, that it mightbe done with more reſpe&, 
And fortunes greater honour; they decree, 

That at the time, when this ſhould take effe&, 


| Great ſtore of Kentishmen intheir degree, 


Knightes, gentlemenand yeomen, of the beſt, 
Of common people,ſhould be readie dreſt, 
In all their braue accoutrements, to grace 


The forked Pillesto the foreſaid place, 


The 18. of October was proclaim'd 
To be the day of this great celebration. 
Againſt whichtime,cach longraile before nam'd, 
Made much prouiſion and great preparation, 
And vnto Canterbarie tooke their way, 
There to bereadie at th'appointed day, 
To giue attendance in moſt ſumptuous manner 
On tortunes Piller with all pompe and honour. . 


Now was the inſtant come to play this prize, 

The day of good Saint Luke ; which was of old 

The time, when men were wont to ſacrifice 

Ar fortunes Temple, (as before was told) 
Choſen therather , that their Preſent mighr- 
Better reſpe&ed be in Fortunes ſight : 

. Andtharſhe mightbelhiold with what deſire 


They were conform'q to pacific her ire. 


And now thelong-tailes in their beſt array, 
Preuenting the Sun-riſing by their haſt, 
Aflembled were, before the dawning day. 


Had nights blacke curtaines from the skie difploft. 


Saint Lukes day. 


The thundring drums did rattle through the towne;, ., 


To ſummon euery gentleman and Clowne : 
All which no ſooner heard that lowd Alzr'me, 
But like ro Bees rogerher they did fwarme. . 


When.: 
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When loe ! a glorious Poſt you might behold, 
Fairer then any ſtake in Grayes-Innefeild, 

Or rhe large paſtures of Saint-Georges hold, 

Or Finſbarte, orlſhngton can yeild, 
Which ina cart (as theeues to hanging ride) 
Are thither broughtby Archers in great pride, 
Guarded with gunners, bilmen, and a rout 
OiBowmen bold, which at a. cat-doe ſhoot. 


Forgiue mee, Fortune, that I doe compare 

Thoſe painted poſtes with thy renowned Piller; 

Thoſe gaudie ſtakes, which for no purpoſe are, 

But rouing markes for Longbows and for Tiller: 
For euen ſo much for beautie,worth and gloſfe, 
As Crofſle in Cheape excels old Charing-Crofle: 
So muchand ten times more this pecreleſle ſtake 
Excceds thoſe Poſtes, which Archers vſeto make, 


For not with in a:Carmans durtie Cart 
( As ifit weare to Tiburne) was it laid; 
Nor plaiſterd ouer with the Painters Arr, 
Vhich with a ſhower of rainc is ſcene to fade: 
Nor on the top a Cat- Amount was framed, 
Or ſom wilde beaſt, whichnere before was tamed 
Made at the charges of ſome Archers ſtout, 
To haue his name canonized in the clout. 


3 


Vpon a chariot was this Piller mounted, 

(A chariot framed of the pureſt Horne, ) 

Whoſe workmanſhip here cannot be recounted, 

It was ſo curious, fine, on fourewheles borne: 
Two Gortes firſt drew this chariot, then 2.Rams, 
Two Vincornes then followed, tame as Lambes. 
Laſtly 2. ſober Oxea with ſlowe pace 
Held vp thechariots head with horned face: = 
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The piller was of wood, all guilded faire, 
Beſet (like pretious ſtones) with ſtuddes of horne: 
Vpon the rop did ſtand a goodlypaire, 
Fairer thenany Cukold erſt hath worne: 

From whence two liuely trees did ſeeme to grow 

- Bearing all ſorts of fruit: to make vs know, 
That howſocuer fooles their fortune ſcorne, 


Profit and pleaſure both ſpring from the Horne. 
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Now drums and trumpets fill the aire with thunder; 
When firſt the chariot ganto mouc her wheeles: 
Now Canons and Calecuers ſeem'd to thunder, 
Then ſhoutes and clamour followed at the heeles: 
The Clergy firſt before the Coach did ſing; 
The Waites did play & all chebels did ring, (ris, 
Bag-pips plai'd horn-pips,ſom did dance the Mor- 
Some wind their horns,& ſom with cornets floriſh 


Before the Chariot all the married went, 

According to their place and due degree: 

Behind it all the Batchelours of Ker; 

Marched in order very gallantly: 
Beſide all theſe fo great atroupe, and throng, 
Did fill the paſſage as they wentalong, 
That many were ſore thruſt and wanted breath, 
And ſome were crowded hard, but not to death. 


For as you ſce vpon that ſolemne day, (ried, 
When as the Pageants through Chepe-ſide are car- 
What multitudes of people thither ſway, 
Thruſting ſo hard, that many haue miſcaried. 

It then you marke when as the fire-workes flye, 

And Elephants and Vnicornes paſſe by, 

How mighty and tumultuous is that preſſe, 


Such were thoſe throngings, and no jot the lefle. 
H | Bur 
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Butnotwithſtanding all this grieuous thruſt, 
Forward they march in decent ranke and faſhion: 
Some, leaſt their tailes ſhould daggle in the duſt, 
Had men to beare them vp with oſtentation: 
Burt they which wanted men their tailes to guide, 
Faſt round about their middles had them ti'de, 
Or elſe abour their neckes.For (withourfaile) 
The leaſt was longer then an Oxes taile, 


Many of them (thebetter to expreſle, 
Their willing mindes Dame Fortune to appeaſe, 
That ſhe might ſooner cut their long-tailes leſle, 
And curtaile their great rumps to giue then eaſe) 
In comely ſort their forchcads did adorne, 
With goodly coronets of hardy-horne: 
As Siluan Satyrs in old time were ſeene, 
VVhen as they danced Horn-pipes on the green: 


It were too long to ſerdowne enery thing, 
VVhich chanced in that progreſſeas they went, 
How all the bels in Fexerſham did ring, 
In Sztting-borne, and other townes of Keyt: 
VVhat intertainement and preceſſion was 
Ordain'd, whe they through Rocheſter ſhold paſſe. 
And how each Officer in his beſt gowne, 
Stood ready to conduct them through the Town. 


Noris itfor our purpoſe to decide, 
The hearty welcome giuen at Graweſ-end; 

How many Cittizens came downe that tide 
VVith their ſweet wiues, the ſhew there to attend: 
And how at Dartford the tall Sea-marke rod 

His ſtately top and wethercocke did nod; 
To bid her welcome; ſince our end is moſt, 
Ar Cuckolds-Hauen to ere&the Poſt, 

_  VVhere 
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VVhere being new arriu'd: A mighty crue 
Of wealthy Cittizens did them confront, 
Comefrom the Citry, that faire poſt to veiwe, 
Andall the goodly hornes which were vpon't. 
VVhich howlſoeuer they deſirous be, 
Abroad to range ſtrange faſhions for to ſee; 
Yer ſure for this to range they haue ſmall ncede, 
They may abide at home, and better ſpeed, 


There had the Citrizens large tables ſer, 

Loaden with ſtore of victuals and good cheare, 

To gratulate the Long-tailes, which they mer, 

And ſhew the loue which to the Horne they beare: 
VVhereafter they had fed in bounteous manner, 
And drunk a thouſand healths to Fortuns honor, 
Towards the Thames they drew the horned Poſt, 
And there did plant it ſtrongly on the Coaſt. 


Iuſt in the place where Fortunes Temple ſtood, 
There ſtands the forked Piller,ſtout and tall, 

VVhoſe leaueleſle boughesare neuer ſcene to bud, 
Though much ſtone-truit do from the branches fall. 
VVeſtward itthreatens, and with armes all bare, 

Giues warning to the Citry to beware: 
Like to a flaming Beacon, which ſtill ſhewes, 
The neere approaching of ſome dangerous foes. 


Thus was this famous Monument extoll'd, 
And on the fruitfull bankes of Thames ereQed: 
VVhich when the Goddeſle Fortune did behold, 
Perceiuing how deuout they her reſpe&ed: 

Her anger vanithr,and with gracious eye, 

She tooke compaſſion on their malady, 

And all cheirrumpes, fo infamous before, 

Vnto their priſtine beauty did reſtore, 
H 2 Thus 
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Thus came their Buttockes to their ancient hue, 
Their tailes fell off, and on the ground did lie, 
When loe!a wondrous matter did enſue, 

A miracle, moſt ſtrange to euery eic: 

For ona ſuddaine all their tailes vp ſtood, 

Tooke roote within the ground, and 'gan to bud; 
And into willow trees,which there are ſeenc, 
Were the trisform'd, molt fragrir,{weer,8& green. 


VVhich when the Xezt/ſh-men at firſt beheld, 
Feeling their hanches lighter then they were, 
VVith ſhootes and 1oytull cries ſo long they yel'd, 
Thar many vnto Doxer did them heare. 
_ AndLondon-bridge with CelarsTower did ſhake. 
By reaſon of the noife whichthey did make. 
But Charing-croſle fell downe (as Stow doth ſay) 
And broke hisnecke , as may bee ſeene this day, 


But thar thus ſtrange and great dceliuerance, 
From ſuch huge long-tailes, as they had of late, 
Might ſtillbe had in freſh remembrance: _ 
That day to Fortune they did dedicate” \+ 
Enacting; that for cuer once a yeare, 
On S.Lukes day they ſhould aflſemble there, 
To feaſt and ftrollicke on theſe pleaſant bankes, 
And giueto Fortune her deſerued thankes. 


Long time this ſolemne cuſtome was obſeru'd, 
And Kentiſh-men with others mer to tealit, 
Burlattertimes are from old faſhions {weru'd, 
And growne repugnant to this good bcheaſt: 

For now vngratctfull men theſe meetings ſcorne, 

- And chankelelſe proue to Fortuneand the horne: 
For onely now is kepta poore Gooſe Faire, 
VVherenons but meaner people do repaire. 

But 


Fe 
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But whilſt it was obſerued: did befall 
A certaine matter worthy obſeruation, 
For ſome wilde Colts (which Cittizens we call) 
And when they are abroad it is their faſhion, 
Being all fuſtred, in their merry mood 
'Pull'd down the Poſt, & threw the horns 1'th flood 
But marke a wondrous thing! The horns next Tide 
To land aboue the Bridge were all deſcride. 


The Kentiſh-men at theirnext Congregation 

Secing the Poſt to be purloin'd away, 

Teerect another made a conſultation, 

As like vnto the former as they-may: 
Which was no ſooner vp: but ſome againe, 
Which had ſal cauſe for want of horns to plain, 
Stole them away: And thus from time to time, 
They were abuſed with the fore-faid crime. 


Whichthing when thatrtheſe curtail 'd men eſpide: 
With certaine Loxdox Butchers they agreed, 
That they ſufficient hornes ſhould ſtill prouide, 
For to repaire the Poſt when it ſhould need; 
And for reward the neighbouring fields ſhould be 
Theirs and their heircs to hold ecernally: 
Prouided ſtill, that hornes did nener want, 
For then they madea forteit of their grant. 


Thus is the Poſt repair'd, and Fortunes Port, 
Since Citizens firſt rooke their Hornes away, 
(Wherher it be in earneſt or in ſport) 

Is nicke-nam'd Cuckolds-Hauen to this day: 
And at tiis place as you ſhall vnderſtand, 
Was Maiſter Hercales conuard to Land: 
An ominous preſage (without all doubr) 
Of future lucke, and what he went about, 
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The watrermen, which tumbled in with him, 
Were in the meane time gotten to the ſhore: 
For they by happie fortuneboth could ſwim, - 
Being inſtructed in that Artbefore. 

Their bote and cueric thing the others ſought, 

And vnto land with Hercules them brought 

Onely his hat was miſt, which was ſmall harme 

His Horn-wroght-cap wold keep his nodle warm.” 


They wereno ſooner on the bankes arriu'd, 

But preſently new troubles did begin. 

The ſtubborne watermen of wit depriu'd 

Fell at debate about theirfalling in, 

. And firſt with bitter termes of foule diſgrace 
Each one reuil'd an other to his face: 
And afterward, to recompence their mockes. 
They fellfrs words to blowes & boiſtrous knocks. 


Which when ſtout-hearted Hercules beheld, 
(Being vnwilling to be beaten dric) 
He tooke his heeles, and ran into the feild 
To ſhun the dangers of this mutiny; 
Where by the glimmering ofa candle bright, 
Vpona little cottage he did light: 
Whither he went, and entrancedid deſire 
To dric his dropping garmentes by the fire. 


Which when the maiſter of the houſe did heare, 
And looking forth did fee that miſer wight, 
Which (like a drowned mouſe) ſtood dropping 
He was much moued at that pittious plight; (there 

And firſt into his cottage him admitted, 

And afterbid him wellcome, as befirted, 

And made a fire, enoughto roſt abull, 


And gaue him Ale and Toſt his belliefull, 


— — 


> 
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The watermen, which lately were at tar, 
(Seing the lookers on to giue them way, 
And not once offer for to end their warre ) 
Did wiſely of themſelues conclude the fray, 
And after that they found their buffets ſmarted 
From blowes they fell to wordes,and ſo departed, 
Curſing each other with reproches vile, 
After they wereaſunder halfea mile. 


And now our mariners no ſooner were 

Freed from thoſe dangers : and all rumultes paſt; 

But that incontinent a ſudden feare 

A freſh inuaded them, and much agaſt. 
For Hercules they miſt, and ſought abour, 
Yetby their ſeeking could nor Fade him our, 
Tnen did they call alowd, but all in vaine, 
Which makes them feare,he is falln in againe. 


Neere tothe ſhore they ſearched with their bote, 
But no where by their groping could him finde: 
His hat they found which fairely there did flote, 


With treble Sypers, and with veluet lin'd. Par fo 3142 


But miſſing him, they rowd againe to land, 
More happietidinges there to vnderſtand 
Whither arriu'd, The dawncing day did ſhewe 
The little cottage firuate belowe. 


Vnto that little houſe forthwith they ran, 
And for halte-drowned Hercules enquire; 
When they beheld that lamentable man 
In drouping manner drying his attire. 
Sadly he lookt, and forrily did fit, 
As ithe ſcarce recouecred had his wit, 
But when he ſaw the watermen arriu'd, 


His fainting ſpirits ſomewhat were reviu'd. 
Glad 
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Glad were they to bchold each other there, 

And 'gan diſcourſe of their fore-paſlced dangers: 

But maiſter Hercules, now void of feare, 

Did chafe, and frer, and threat,& curſe the ſtrangers, 
And, like a Lyon raging for his prey, 

Did {weare reuenge, it they came in his way. 

For to ayong man fals no greater loſe, 

Then in his wooing time to haue a Crofle. 


The watermen, his wrath to pacifie, 

Gauchim faire wordes, and 'gan for to relate 

How valiantly theymade their foes to flie, 

And how they ſoundly knockr them on the pate. 
But ſince (quoth they ) all dangers now are paſt, 
And we are ſafely here arriu'd at laſt, 
Ler's drinke downe ſorrow, & the day here ſpend, 
And at next Ebbe wee ferrie to Graueſerd. 


With this was maſter Hercules content, 

And there that day to tarrie he decreed, 

(For when we cannot chooſe, we muſt conſent) 

His clothes were wer, and he could not proceed. 
Forboth his health, the time, & his good fortune 
To wooe in drie apparrell did importune: 

And homeward to returne he was vnwilling, 
There to be mockt. Twere better ſpend a ſhilling. 


Thereall thar day, andallmoſt all the night, 
(Too redious vnto Hercules ) they ſtay'd: 
Where how they ſpent the time, recountTI might, 
Bur that to trouble youll am afray'd. 
Theretore of purpoſe ( as I thinke moſt fit) 
Thoſe circumſtances I will here omit; 
- Becauſe (ftorbreuitie) I moſt intend 


To haue them quickly landed at Graveſend, 


—m—_— 
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Andnow conceiuethem in their boate againe, | 
Their garments dry, and they faire ſhipt for Xext: 
And now ſo ſwittthey furrow downe the maine, 
As if an arrow frdm a long-bow went: 

And now imagine they haue fail'd fo faſt, 

That at Graweſ-end they are arriu'd at laſt. 

And now becauſe weel notbe longa doing, 


Imagine Hercules is cloſe a woing. 


Kate had her lefſon:and ar firſt was coy, 


| Yet was ſhecoylykind, and kindly nice: 


Now lift him vp with hope her to enioy, 

Now caſt him Have with doubts which did ariſe: 
Sheefaid, his faith and long perſcueration, 
Had almoſt forc'therto commiſeration, 
And that ſhe lou'd:butwhere our ſelues we arenor 
We otten wiſh,when do the thing we darenor. 


I do confeſſeT beare you ſome affe&tion, 

Although the fame yet durſt neuer ſhew: 

For where the Parents will haucall ele&ion; 

Thechildren muſt be bended to their bow, 
And therefore fince their will muſt be my law, 
Lerme entreat your meaning to with-draw: 
How happy are thoſe maids,whofefearleſſe voice 
May of their husbands make their own free choice 


Both hope and feare in Hercales his face, 


Wereſceneto combar: when he thus repli'd, 
Let me enioy thy fauour and thy grace, 
And1 reſpe& not all thy friends beſide: 
For though they be vnwilling, and withſtand 
To giue their full conſent romy demand; 
Yetif tobe my wife thou wiltagreez -  : 
Without their liking Iwill _ thee, 


Pirty 
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Pitty it were, your feruent love (faid Kate) + 
Should want his merice and his due Jefarr, 
And I'could wiſh,if it werenottoo late, 
To giue redreſfe toyour deſtrefledheart, 
Bur that my Parents haue decreed it meeter, 
To haue me married vnto Maiſter Petey: 
The wealthy Linnin-Draper at the Bell, 
Though I proteſt I loue you twice as well. 


To Maiſter Peter?.(quoth he) whatam T,  (berter 
That Shepeheards-holland ſhould bec thought my 
Itis my parents will (did Kate reply) 
And they intend meto that log ro fetrer, 

Bur bleſt were I, before dtrkands do mecte, 

It I were ſhrouded in my winding ſheere, | 

For ſure am, although { do.him marry, 


Truc loue vnto him 1 ſhall nener carry. 


Hereat ſhe ſtaid and wept. He wip d her cies, 
And weprtto ſee her weepe; and thus repl1'd: 
My deereſt loue,betore the Sun doth rife 
Earely to morrow do thy ſelfe prouide, 
And ſecretly to London with me wend, 
Where of theſe matters I will make an end, 
'For Twill wed thee firſt and which is ſweerer, 
Ile bed thee afterin deſpight of Peter. 


Andler thy froward Parents frerthcir fill, 

V Vhichſecketo marry thee againſbrhy.minde: 

It rhou wilt grant me promiſe of good will, 

And rake the courſe which Ihauenowafhign'd, 
Thoughall thy friends diſpleaſure'ſeemeto take, 
And boththy-parents do:thee quite forfake: 

Their frownes-orfauours] do lire ſtand on, 
ForT till death will neuer thee abandon, - 
| Kate - 


Kate, whichknew well, when as the Sun did thine + 
It was the fitteſt ſeaſon to make ha | 
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Did now thinke meere her Fortrefſs to reſigne: 
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Conſidering dangers iſſue from delay: 


And therefore ſetting circumſtance afide, 
Becauſe his loue ſo faithfull ſhe had ride, 


Shee was content next morning before day, 


Sans fathers leaue to ſteale with him away. 


Thus was this match confirm'd with many a kifle, 


And they onall things tully were-concluded: 


VVhen loe! mine Hoſteſſe(ſeeming Kate to miſle) 
Into the roome forthwith herſelfe intruded: (her 
And call'd her forth, for much it ſeem'd to mooue 


To ſce her talking ſecret with her Lover, 


And therefore chiding Kate (as much offended:) 


Away.they went,and ſo the woing ended. 


And now mine Hoſt,mine Hoſtefſe,& her daughter, 
Abour theſemarters dtd in counſell fit, - (laughter) 
VVhich when mine Hoſt did heare (ſurpris'd with 


Hemuchdid 
VVhich ha 


1 


And by a ſtratageme forare and witty, 


Had caught a fimple Cuckoe of the Citty. 


But (briefly) there,withour more conſultation, 


It was enacted,by a full conſene 
Before the cocke did chant his ſalutation, 
Or lampes left burningin the firmament: 


That Kate next Gs As herſelfe 
r 


To meecte her louera 


waters fide: 


raiſe their quicke and ready wit; 
ſo ſoone,and in fuch ſubrilewiſe, 
Contriu'd fo fine and ſtrangean enterpriſe: 


ptouide 


Sad meeting ynto him,which-muſt by lor - ' 
td, the which he neuexgot. © 


i 2 


Fatherac 


Tune 
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Time, which doth Gwiftly rurne all things abour; + * 
Brought on the time for meeting deſtinate, - -* 
V Vhen Herewles cameſoftly ſtealing out, 
And at his heeles went creeping louely Kate, 

Not daring almoſt breath (as he fuppofed) 

For feaxe thather eſcape ſhould be diſcloſed: 

How happy art thou Hercules to finde, 

A _—_ ſo truly conſtant,an& ſo kind? 


A boate was ready into which they enter; 

Faire ſhipt for Zoxdoyn, without winde or tide: 

And like to /upiter with his aduenter, | 

(When as Ewropa on his backe did ride) 
Sovp the Thames in triumph did he ferry, 
Proud of his purchaſe;frollicke,blith, add merry: 
And landing atthe:Fower,with kbetallipurſe 
Married they werefor betrer,and for worſe. * 


Thus is the Woodcocke fall'n into the gin, 
And in Lobs-pound.intangledby a wile: 
Behold the fortyneof 'a Citrizen, or 
That makes no conſcience others to beguile! 
In woing time here likewife vnderſtand, 
At Cuckolds-Hauen to becaſt on land, 
How ominous itis;andhard to flies + 
Thehorned-ehance of forked deftinie.- 


But this is for thy comfort (man of Trade) - 

Thouncither art the farſt,nor ſhalt belaR, 

Which haſta yayage in this manner made, 

And bene on quicke-ſa1ds by mif-fortune caſt: 
For tis vacertaine to-themoſt that wed, / 
Whether they haue a womans Maiden-head: 
And 'tis as hard a matter to beknowne, 
VVherherthey keep morechildren chetheir own. 


Therefore - 
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Therefore ye rurall and chanipeſtziall mien,-:. 7 
Whichliue in villages and Countrie Townes, 1:21; 
Doe not deride and'mocke the Gittizen, | 
As if there wereno Cuckolds among, Clownes; 
As thougltyour maids were Malkins;, & your wiues 
Would carue no Cadfiſh, wanting of yourkniues, / 
For'tis reported ( greater is the pittte) | 
The Countrie partly imicates the Cittie. 


I doe confeſle, the Cittie may. of due- 

Plead of the Hornes the more abundant ſhare, 

Chiefly: by reaſon of the gallant-crue , 

| - on reſide, and of their daintie fare, 

Beſides, Plaies, Pageants, and thetiling day, 
May giue ——— torunaſtra ——__ 4 - 
Againe, their beauties, andtheir braue attire - 
Are greater motiues to prouoke defire. 


Nath'les I would not hauea ruſticke Swaine 
Condemneall Cittizens to be cornuted, : = 
". Countrie were deuoid of Ntaing,. » 11 (2 4 
Aiid tbatthe Cittiewere alone polluted; - i. * / 
For many Cittizens did- nevex ſet: +; ++ +17 1 
Their wiues in ſhoppes more Cuſtomers ito, get: - 
Though diners wealthie farmers haue, ben knowne - 
Tokeepe their Landlordes childrenas their owne. 


The thriftic Cittizen with liues by Trade. 
Hath in areome gt two his wife confin'd, 
So that the want of place hath often made... -* - 
Some woeinen honeſt, much againſt their minde... 
Sheneuer walkes abrade, bur either hee}. 
Or his apprentice watch her.narrowly;- n= 
- So thatby any meanes; I cannar! ſee:+1 1:1 (1 [11 
How euctic 1radeſman ſhould aGuckold bee. 
FORE I.; Whereas + 


Whereasthe Countrie forreſts, woods, and feilds; 
Groues, thickets, haiecockes, graffe, and Randing 
To ſuch intentes more fir occaſion yeildes (corne, 
And greater libertie to gtaftthe Horne, 

And thetefore howſoere the Cirtie-Dame 

For pride and beautic miaydeferue the name, 

Yet Countrie Marian with herliuelie browne 

Is oft as willing to be mmbled downe. 


Therefore allthough much crazed broken wares 
| Arevented vnto Cittizens by chance; . 
Yet ſure the Countriepeople haue their ſhares, 
And hand in hand with Cittizens may dance: 
And thisto beno fiion nor alic 
Their Teachers wnwhite ſhetes can teſtific : | 
So that I muſt conclude. Both Towne and Cittic 
Haue ſtore of Cuckolds, worthie, rich and witcic. 


Butnow doth Herceles enioie his Bride, 

And to his houſe with glorie doth herbring - - _* 

God giue you ioy, his freindes & neighbours cride, 

And ſend you comfort of your wedding ring. 
Thus fora weeke in'pleaſures and delights 
'They feaft on daies, and frollicke in the nights, 

\ Whenloe! a ſudden ſtorme did ouerfpread 

Themitth and reuells of their marriage bed. 


 Thelouialltime of paſtime atid'cotitent, 
Which married perſons do in kiffing ſpend, 
Was ſcarcebegun; when all theirmertiment 
By.meanes of forked fortune madean (end. 
And now their Hony-Moonegthatlate was cleare, . 
Did pale; obſcure, and tenebrous appeare ; 
And thruſting forth herhomes;did plaine bewray, 
Thac ſomeate Cuckolds on their Wedding _— 
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The reaſon of this ſudden giſcontent;-' _- ' 17 
Which nipt ſo-ſoone their pleaſures in the ſpring, 
Was by occaſion of an accident, | 
Aluckleſſe. chance, and vnexpected thing, 
That vnto maiſter Hercules betcll, | 
Which rnade him thinke his head began to ſwell: 
A ſudden Crofle, which did ſo much him paine, 
That now he wiſhtto be vawed againe. 


They were not ey a in wedlocks band, 

But thatfromthoma Mefſinger was fent. 

Vnto mine Hoſt, to let him vaderſtand 

The wedding newes, and how.all matters went: 
Which = he heard ;with wordes he Kate re- 
Calling ther graceleſſe,diſobedient child; (wil'd, 
Andimee ſhemarried, (allher friends vnwilling) 
He ſwore ira theſhe neuerſhould hauc ſhilling. 


This was fome.cauſe, why 7Terew/es mighrgricue, -- 
And of his haſtie marriage ſoone repent ; 
(The want of portion, wich ſhould him relicue, 
The lacke of Parents fauvur and. confent) 
The want of wealth for whichſome onely marrie 
Might giue him cauſe witch Xatherize tovaric: 
Bur want of theſe, nor all theſe. did moleſt him: 
It was toomuch of one thing which oppreſthim.-. 


Too much and more then he was glad ro finde, 
Too much and morethen he-ſoſoone expected, 
Did ſo with icalous.thoughts diſturbe his minde,. 
That now his Bride by him was much-ſuſpeed.. 
For as one night he chanced to put ouer 
His ewiningarmeabout his naked Loucr, 


'As married men are wontto doe inhed ) 


; (With ſuddenfearche was aſtoniſhed. 


For- 
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For as he there herbodie did 'embrace, 
Touching each tenderand delicious limme, : 
Her breaſts, her necke; her chin;her noſe, her face, 
So round, {treight, prettie, beautifull, and trimme: 
And finding thoſe ſo pleaſant tohis touch, 
Downeward hefeltif lower partes were ſuch, 
But on her bellie when his hand was laid, 
A quicke conceit his further ſearching ſtaid. 


Aquicke conceit, or thing conceived quicke, 
Vnder his handhedeemed for to feele, peta 
And now he thought that it did ſtirand kicke, 
As ifit were acreature with a heele. 
Burt in theend he certainly concluded, 
That in this haſtie march hewas' deluded, 
And that this ſtirring motion needes muſt be 
Aliuing child, and rwo-legd Timpanie. 


And doelI hue? (thoughthe) oramTI dead? 

-Or doe Ifleepe ? or doe dreame awake ? 

Or doe Ifeele ? or are my ſenſes fled > 

Or doth this ſtir ? or doe I but miſtake > 
No ſure, Iliue, and wakinghaue perceiu'd, 
That I doe fcele, my wife is quicke conceiv'd; 
Thar I doetruly feele and plainly finde FE 
Theſe ſtirring motions cannot come from winde. 


Andam1T gul'd?and made alaughing ſtocke, 

To haue my children gotten to-my hand? 

And had you none({weete wife)but me to mocke? 

-Or do you thinke Lcannot vnderſtand? | 
Muſt Ibe baud vntoyourbaſe deſire, 
And cloak your whordome like an Apple-ſquire? 
No Kate you ſhall perceinerthar Thaue<ics,' © | 
And candeſceme your wiles and pollicies:” -  - 

DRE ia ; Herewuth 


Herewith his ſleeping wife hedid awake, 
And grauely to examine her begun 
Whatthing is this which doth this ſtirring make, 
And vpand downe thy bellie ſeemes to run > 

Art thou with child? & could thoufind no other 

To be thy ſtake, and make a yonger brotherz 

Or do'ſt thouthinke I am ſo ſoone beguild, 

That I will patronize an others child >. 


Kate, with had long before theſe things debated, 
Now of an anſwere was not to prouide, 
Norat his PRO didſheſceme amated, 
Neither to be conceiued-ſhe.denide. 
For I confeſſe(quoth ſhe ) I feele ſome thing 
Within my bellic for to leape and ſpring, - - 
Which if itbean infant, as I gather, 
Here I will cake mine othe, you are the father. 


Shameleſle and wicked woman,'void of-grace, 
Do'ſt thounotbluſh ( faid he) theſe weeds to giue? 
Can itbe true, thatin ſo little ſpace 
A, child ſhould bebegorren, moue, and live? 
Cert's if you proue {0 ſoone,and child ſo quickly, 
Wwe Delhma tres of children itis likely: 
Bur *ris ſo plaine, that I will pawne my life, 
You were with child, before you were my wiſe. 


And therefore carly doe your ſelfe prouide, 
And backe againe vnto your friends -repaire: 
For I will be no Gold-ſmith,for to hide, 
And guild the outſide of your copper ware, 
' NorwillIbe a-marchane of reraile, 
To ſetyourbroken marchandiſero fale- 
No, niiftris Kete your counning is toaſhallowe, 
lamnoryerlo As UE I ro wallowe 
Kate 
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Kate was not-daunted at His boſterous threats, 
Nor of his mighty menaces affraid: - 
Neither for pardon athis hands entreats; 
But boldly.vato Herew/es ſheſaid: 
Haue I (faid ſhe) vnfortunate,vnbleRt, 
Againſt my Parents liking andbchefſt, 
" Onely for loue (vawilely) choſen thee, 
Reiecting many better of degree? 


And arc you now ſo.icalous withour ground> 
Orelſe growne ny of your wedding ftate? 
Do you not know, when marriage once hath bound, 
That afterwards repentance is too-late? 
Haue Icaſt off my friendsatyourperition? 
And would you now-diuorce me for ſuſpition? 
Making your ſelfe a by-word vnto men, 
And laughing ſtocke to euery Citizen. 


VVell Mynion(anſwered he)Itell you plaine, 
He not be bob'd with ſuch aflight excuſe: 
You know, withouta cauſe I do not plaine, 
Nor will I pocket vp this vilde abuſe. 
For though ill death the lawes of wedlocke bind, 
Yet inthis caſe Fam not of your minde. 
Forif conditions be difſolu'd by you, 
The forfeirof rhe bond, [le ſtand vnto. 


If I (ſaid ſhe) haue brokemy _ vow, 

Orſince the marriage gone one ſtep awry, 

Then vfe the rigour which Law doth allow, 

And of theforteite take thepenalty: 
But from mypromiſe ſince haue not fweru'd, 
But haue myfaith inuiolate obſeru'd, 
Icraueno fauour: Therefore do your wort, 


Iris yourchild, and you ſhall ſee irourſt, | 


And 


And though my wrathfull Parents for your ſake, * * 
Out of their loue and fauour haue methrowne, 
Yet both of them I will acquainted make, | 
And preſently ſend for them rothe Towne: (grieued 
And though my fooliſh choicemuch hath them 
VVhereby I might deſpaireto be relicued; 
Yet ſince my honeſt nameis atthe ſtake, 
I hope that now they will notmeforſake. 


Thus forthatnightthe conference had end, 

And careleſſe Kate fell quickly faſtaſleepe: 

Bur Maiſter Herew/es the night did ſpend, 

In troublous thou Ights, which did him waking keep: 
Sometimes hethoughtto pur her quite away; 
Sometimes ſuppos'd it fitter ſhe ſhould ſlay; 
Sometimes to make it knownehe deemed beſt; 
Sometimes much berrer that it wete ſupprefſt. © 


For if he caſt her off, or make it knowne, 
Though to her ſhare great ſcandall mipht betide, 
Yet he percciu'd the {corne would be his owne, 
And that the world his folly would deride: 
Orif hekepther, and the faulc conceale, 
(To ſhun reproaches in the cormmon-weale) 
Yet inwardly ſome griefe would till be cleauing, 
Becauſe that he muſt rake anothers leauing, - © 


And thus perplexed in his doubrfullmind, 
Conſulting with himſelfe he lay all night, 
Vntill the Rofiemorning had affign'd, 
The clouds of darkenef{e roanoid the light: 
VVhen fcomhis bed ariſing p 'L 
He went vato@ncighbour dwelling by; 
His truſty friend; a Midwiteby vocation; © * 
Of —— —— ' -_ 
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Full twentie yeres ſhehad a widdowe been 
Like to a Turtle mourning for her make, 
Yet fat and plump ſhe was for tobe ſeen, 
As ifbur little care ſhe v{'d to take : 
_ Manie a match and married copulation 
Had been affe&ed by, her inſtigation. 
True talkative ſhe was, like all the reſt, 
And could tell bawdie tales, and breake a icſt.- 


Some little skill ſhe had in Surgerie, 
And could redrefle, and cure diſeaſes hidden, 
Which doe proceed from luſt and: furquedrie, 
By tafting ot thoſe fruires with are forbidden, 
By which occaſion ſhe was well acquainted 
With diuers Cittizens that had been tainted, 
And for this ſecret cauſe; or for ſome others 
Was Hercules wellknowne to'this old mother. 


Vnto this ghoſtlie Counfailor he came, 
And all his grievance ler her vnderſtand : 
Deſiring her, that to preuent the ſhame, 
Which did atrend his credit hard 'at hand, 
She would adniſe him in her pollicie, 
What he ſhould doe in this perplexitie : 
And fo the ſtory'of his woe he told 
From point to point, as I did erſt vnfold.' 


Which when old'mother 2Marrbonet did heare, 

Like to a ſage and ſober Apeſhe ſmiled, 

And thus repli'd Twis, my neiglibours deare 

Iris hard meaſure tobe:thus beguiled, 
And (ſure) itcannor:chuſe but vex your minde 
Such quicke coticeprionin your wifero find: | 
Nor truly (neighbour ):cari-Imuch you blame, 
you bemoud andangricfordhe fame,” 


But : 
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Butler me tellyou; 'Tisno timeto grieue; 

Or raiſe tumultuous brawles abour this thing: 
Jarring debate cannot your wrongrelicue, 

| Noranichelpe vnto your head-ache bring, 

| . Ratherwithpatience; andwith quiet carriage, 

|  Supportthe Croſſes of your haſtie marriage. 

For ſince the Prieſt the wedding knot hath tide, 

For better and for worſe ſhe is your Bride. | 


Keepe her you muſt with quietnes or ſtrife, 
And therefore make your choice of which you will | 
If ſhe be true orfalſe,ſhe is your wife, 
So is ſhe likewiſe, be ſhe good or ill. 
If ſhe be far and rich, orleane and poore, - 
It Saint or Deuill, honeſt ora whore ; 
1 After the weddings ſportfall celebration - 
| Itis too late to make a recantation. 


To put her quite away for this her claime FEONFEED # 
In law and conſcience you can haue no reaſon: - FC | 
For ſince the fault was done before your time, 
Cauſe of diuorce doth now comeout of ſeaſon, 

Since therefore by no meanes you canforſake her, . 

Burthat withall her faults you needes mult rake 

'Tis rather for your creditto concealeit; : (her 

Then to your ſhame and infamie reucale.it. 


And yet. I would nothaue you ſo content, . 

Wholly to cloke and ſwallaw this abuſe; - _ 

Make thew ofanger, wrath and diſcontent; 

| Neither.allow wy ante blind:excuſe.: 

[ Threaten dijuorce,and if thatbeareno ſway, 

Priuately ſend her to.her friends*away: -/\- - - 

And bodly letthemrknow;thar-backe againe - 

You neuer.mcane your wite to enterraine; -- - 
HARKRUL ry Which. 
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Which when her Parents. ſee, thar ſtillmake ſhowe 

Of ereardiſpleaſure ar their daughters choice, - / 

And neither will with portion her endowe 

Nor with kind looke, nor confortable voice. _ 
When they behold their daughter in thac caſe, 
Turnd out of dores vnto her foule diſgrace, 
Though heretofore they haue been proud& ſtout, 


Then ſhall you ſee them glad to ſeeke you our. 


Then ſhall you ſcethem humbly to you ſue, 

With faire entreaties, and much obſecration, 

That her offence you would with pittie vewe, 

And on their yeares take ſome commilſeration, 
And not to make them, and their onclie daughter, 
The ſcornefull ſubice& of reproch and laugher. 
Then will they promiſe much and gine you more, 
If you willkeepe her ſilland fſalue this ſore. 


And now, allthough at firſt you were wwilling 
Euer againe to take their daughter Kare z 
Yer when youſce your cheſtes and chambers filling, 
With ſtore of monie, houſhold-ſtuffe and plare. 
Then may you ſecme by lictle corelent, 
And (in your loue) herfollic to lament, 
And that youpleaſe (vpon her, good behauiour) 
Ar their requeſtes to take her inro fauour 


Thus ſhallyou purchaſe both her Parents loue, 
Obraine great riches, and conceale your ſhainc: 
And this your kindneſſe will your wife ſo moue, 
(It ſhe haueanic gracetoweighthe ſame ) 

Thar ſhe will proueſs.honeſt, kind, and chaſt, 

And ſhewillſatisfte for all is paſt, - | 
Andall yourfriends which ſee her vermous life, 
Will bleſſe your fortune in ſo good a wife. E 


s 
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And though ſhe be big-bellied witha child, 

That you are certaine cannotbe your owne : 

\ Letitnot gricueyou to be thus beguild, 

( Conſidering that the matter is notknowne ) 

Neither refuſe to patronize the ſame, 

And Chriſten it according to your name, 

For manie wealthie Cittizens haue done ir, * 

And either did notknow, or could not ſhun ir. 


For better is your caſe then manie others, 
Whoſe icalous mindes are ſtill oppreſt with feare, 
Ever ſuſpeing when their wiues growe mothers, 
They are not fathers to the babes tor beare, | 
And ſtill ambiguous, that rheir wiues diſſemble, 
If their yong infantes doe them nor reſemble 
Whereas you need not feare to be beguild, 
For you are certaine tis not your child. 


And though it benot yours, nor you can tell 
What Cuckoe laid this egge within your neſt, 
Imagine it is yours, and all is well. 
For in imagination all doth reſt, * - 
Manie a man is by his wife beguild, 
And yet imagines hebegot the child. 
For whither hildren be your owne orno, 
Imagination onely makes them ſo. 


Your wife hath done amifle, and ſo haue manie 

( For who offendes nor, citherfoone or latter) 
The moſt have wanton motions : Neither canT - 
Excuſe my ſelfe, vnlefſe my ſelfe I'flatrer, 

Butwhen that I was yong, I wasenclin'd, 

As othermerrie wenches are by kind, 

© For this is all the difference caribe ſpide 
"Sheis leaſt faultc, thar can faules bat hide: 


Then 
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Then ſince ſheis buclike your neighbours wines; | 
( Onely herluckeis worſets hane itknowne ) 
Sinceyou aretied — your liues, 
.And carmotbe diuorlt, as I haue ſhowne, 
And ſihce you: cannot her diſgrace report, 
Bur it will breed your ſcorne-+let:me exhorr, 
Thar you-.concealc herfaulr; and ler her friends 
With bags of monie make you ſomeamendes. 


Thus did thar polliticke old woman prate, 

And Hercules went home well farisfied, 

Mecane whyle you muſtconceiue, that craftic Kete 

Was neitheridle, nor ill occupied. 
Forſhee (poſt haſt ) a moons had ſent 
Tolerher Parents knowehow all thinges went, : 
Andro deſire them (finceſhe ſtood inneed) 
They would repaire to Londen with all ſpecd. 


And for to keepe without her husbandes reach, 
Locktin a chamber all that day ſhe fate, 
Becauſe ſhe had no-minde to hearc him preach, 
Nor of thoſe matters to expoſtulate. | 
But when her Parents were come to the Towne, 
Out of her.chamber ſhe cameſadly -downe, 
Her head cloſe bound,her countenance deie&ed, 
And on her knees their bleſſing ſheexpeed. 


Burrhey, (as though ſhehad notbeen their child 

Or they diſdeigned to know her) look'd aſide. 

Wirthbirrer wordes they ſharpely herreuil'd, 

And outwardly made ſhew cobmnle and chide. 
But Katewirh teares of forrow and conttition = 
Vpon her knees for pardon:made' petition; > | 
Defiringthem, ( ſince her offence was paſt) © 6 ? 

| They would forgwgher, atid forgetarlaſt. © 2” 
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Married Iam (quoth ſhee) and, would to God, 

That I could truly-ſay I were not married: 

But till repentance whip vs with her rod, 

With headſtrong yourhfull wills we are ſo carried 
We cannot turne : vntill roo late we finde 
Our ſelues nto your ſelues are moſt vnkinde: 
Andyerthow bleſt and happie were my ſtate 
Now to repent, if it were not to late. 


But I am tied to ſuch acrabbed Clowne, 

Thatall this Cittie ſcarce hath ſuch a fellows 

For he doth nothing elſe but lowre and frowne; _ 

And hath his hoſe = died in yellow: 
Becauſe Fbreed, he twits me witha crime, 
And faith I am with child before my time: |. 
And though 1 lefryou all ( by his perſwaſion) 
He meanesto caſt me off by this occaſion. 


Herewith a dropping ſhowre of trickling teares, 

{ As moſt of them haue weeping at command ) 

Did ſtop her ſpeach. And Hercules appeares, 

Which in the next roome all this while did ſtand;. 
With whom mine Hoſteſle in greatrage &choler 
( Seeming much mou'd -to fee her daughters 
In haſtie manner did begin to chide, dolourx) 
That ſo vnkindly he had vſ'd his Bride. 


And hath our daughter againſt our intent 
Made choice ( ſaid ſhee) of ſucha froward mate? 
Hath ſhe without ourliking and conſent - | 
( Preferring yourgood will before our hate) 
Left all her friends; and gone with yon away; * 
And in this ſotedoe you herloue repay? / >: -- 
Now ( doubtleſſe) ſhe hath made a'goodlie:maich 
' Fiſhing ſo faire, atlengtha Frog ro carch; 1 
10 L What 
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What ſhe hathcaught in fiſhitig ( he replied) 
May by her bellie quickly be perceiued, 
Bur for my part, it cannot be denied, 
Butwith a Frog, or worſe, Lam deceiued, 
Yet howſocrea Frog fallxo my{barc, 
Becauſe in fiſhing 1 did not beware, 
Sincethar the Frog roo ſoone doth multiplie,. 
Ile neither keepe the Frog, nor yet her frie. 


 Theſimple truth is this I doe not'meane 

To ſtile an others baſtard by my name. 

He which did till the furrowes, let him gleane, 

And reapethe crop, thatgrowes vponthe ſame : 
Your daughter is with child : and I doe finde 
That by no meanes it can be ofmy kinde... ;-: 
Therefore I am reſolu'd, (let come what may ) 
Within ny houſe ſheſhallno longer ſtay, 


Sir ( {aid mine Hoſteſſe ) if chat ſhewere cleare, 

I would thinke ſcometo pin heron your ſlecue, 

But ſince ſhe is with child (as you doefeare ) 

Andycare married ( though without ourleaue)- 

” Whether that you be willing, or elſe loth 
Youfſhallmaintaineandpatronize them both : 
Forl am ſareyou wed nottothe halfe, 

Yours is the Cow, and you ſhall keepe the calfe, 


She is with child, you fay,and whatof that? 

'Tis none of yours,you thinke:how can you proue it? 

I ſay, if that the be with child, it 's flat, 

Thar yowmuſtfather, keepe, prote&; and loue it. 
Bur'tis notyera month, fince you. were married, 
And thereforeyou ſuppoſe ſhe hath miſcaried: 

' Bur:giiemeleaneto ſay, you are decent © _ 
For diners in leſſe time haue becn conceiu'd, 
ef : You: 
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You are too yong as yet, and much to ſeeke, 
Whart to theſe woemens matrers doth belong 
You thinke,vnleſle ſhe gocfall fortie weeke, 
That ſhe hath plaied you falſe and done you wrong; 
Alas ( goodmen) how m— you will be 
In your wiues childing and deliuerie > 
Betore you ſcarce know how to geta child, 


You will keepe reconing leſt you be beguil'd, 


Is 


To ſee the child begotten is your part : 

Itis your wives tobring themforth in ſeaſon, 

It ſhewes a icalous and ſuſpitious hearr, 

How long or ſhort-they reckon, for to reaſon ; 
Neuer was man with child. And therefore no man 
Cantell thoſe hinges fo truly as-a woman : 

And therefore to your proofe I make deniall, 
Since by report you ſpeake, and not by triall. 


Some foole, or grofle Phyfition brought to lighr 
This fond opinion firſt of fourtie weekes: 
ButI will ſhewby arguments aright, 
Thar this opinion.is not worth'two leckes : 
For though in ancienttimes'it might be true, 
Yet inthe yeares and ages that ent 
Ir ſtill ſhould hold, is no ſound inference, 
As I will ſhew by good experience. 


In former Ages, when the world began, 

And that daine Nature was in her full ſtrength, 

The time of life appointed vnto man, 

Nine hundred and odde yeares was then in length, 
Then wiues had time to breed -/ as writers cell ) 
And tooke more leiſure for ro-doethinges well, 
Their children were far greater, large, & ſtronger, 
Which wasthe cauſc that my accounted _ 
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For then ahild buenewly- come to: light, . 
Lying in cloutes ypon.bis Nurſes knee, 

Was eueric way as great in outward fight, 

As now at 20.yearesa man can bee : 
 Andthereforeſuch great children muſt by reaſon 
Vnrto their birth require a longer ſeaſon 

Then doeourt little, filly, Pigmic brats, 

Which, in reſpe& ofthem, are but like Rats. 


An other inſtance likewiſe doth me moue, 
Which-much auaileth for this truths diſcerning, 
When our forefathers firſt began to loue, 
And generations art was butin learning, 
Men were not halfe ſo skillfull in the Trade, 
As nowby long experience. they are made: 
And therefore ſhorter time will ſerue (I hold ) 
To bring forth children now, then did of old. 


Againe, dame Nature is more fertile: growne, 

Then erſt ſhewonted forto be of yore, 

Twice inayeare you ſee ſome meadowes mowne, 

And trees to bring forth fruir, (not ſcene before) 
Twicein a yeare ſome Ewes doe multiplie, 
And more then rwice ſome creatures fructifie, 
And diuers wiues, whoſe faith wants no. excuſe, - 
Three or 4. childrenat one birth produce. 


In ancient time full qo. weekes did need, 
Becauſe their babes were ofa larger fizc: 
Butnow, dame Nature making better ſpced, 
A great deale ſhorter time doth well ſufhze. 
For manie wocmen, after they are wed, 
In leſſe them 20. weekes are brought a bed; 
And ſomein ten, and ſome in more, ſome lefle, 
CR RE - 
ng : 
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And which his yet more ſtrange then all thereſt, 
Bur not ſo ſtrange as true ; I knowea wife,  * 
That was eſteem'd as honeſt as the beſt, 
And true vnto her husband all her life, 
Which, ere a moneth was fully paſt and done- 
After the wedding, had a. goodlie-ſonne': 
And yet I know her husband will be\worne, 
The child was bis, allchough ſo-quickly-borne. 


And therefore, if you meane to liue in quiet, 

It is your beſt ro make no further trouble 

The child is yours : It bootes not to denie it, 

And you the father, though ſhe carrie double, 
Well / anſwered Hercules) I doenot meane 
To keepeabaſtard,and anothers Queane: 
Good wordes(faid fhe)8& thenthe harme is ſmall; 
You muſtand ſhall, and ther's an end of all. 


VVhen as mine Hoſt did hearethem grow fo hor, 
VVhich all this while ſtood. filent without ſpeach, 
VVith milder wordes, (as-they had laid the plot ) 
That they would heare him ſpeake, he did beſcech :- 
I cannottell ( quoth he) to what intent 
You hold this ſtrong and needleſſeargument: / 
For manie idle wordes may breed confuſion, 
Bur neuer bring theſe matters to concluſion. 


The caſe is thus. Our daughter you haue married 
VVithout our leaue, our liking and conſent ; 
And therefore, it ſhe chance to haue miſcarried, 
Itis your iuſt deſerued puniſhment. 
Ifwe had been the makers of this match; 
You might haue ſaid we did you conicatch: 
Bur ſince ig was your worke, againſt our minde, 
Youmulſtbe pleaſ'dro =_ ſuchas you finde,-- ' 
& 3 
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I ſpaake not this, becauſe that Idoe thinke = + 

My daughter hath plaid falſe, and done you wrong, 

Bur for to let you know, that you muſt drinke 

As you hauc bru'd, becit{mall or ſtrong : 
Beſides, the fault ( if that ſhe haue offended ) 
Againſt your perſon cannotbe intended: 
Becauſe the damage, treſpas, and tranſgrefſion 
Was done, before that you were in poſſeſſion. 


Likewiſe the Lawes of Holie Church doe binde, 
And faſt combine you during all your life, 
So that no fault, which at the firſt you finde, 
Is cauſe ſufficient to diuorce your wite, 
Forby the Prieſt you vnder-went this curſe, 
To haue and hold for better and for worſe 
Then ſure by.law you neuer can forſake her, (her. 
With all her faults (perforce) you needs muſt take 


And neuer grudge to take her for your Marte, 
Fer ſhe don yourloue: I canyou tell, 
Shemighthaue had your bertrers in eſtate, 
And left them all, becauſe ſhe lou'd you well: 
And for herhoneſtie Inow dare ſweare, 
She is as honeſt, as her mother here: 
It is but ſome conceit which feare hath bred, 


That thus with icalouſfie doth fillyour head. 


Here: Take her, loue her, and God giue you joy? 
And you ſhall haue 300. pound in hand ; | 
And, after we are dead, you ſhall enioy, 

Our houſe, our goods, our monie, and our land: 
And if youthinke that Kate hath you beguild, 
And therefore doe repine to keepe the child, 
Senditto vs; And we will enterraineit, 

And atourproper charges will maintaine it. 
When 
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When theſe good motions Hercules did heare, 
| Allthough art firſthe ſeemed diſcontent 
Yetat the laſt all thinges concluded were, 
And he well plea{'d with their arbitrement : 

And thus you ſee how Kate herſelfe behaued, 
' Whereby her name and credit mightbe ſaued: 

How Hercules is wiu'd, and well befriended, A 

And all parts pleaſd:and thus my Tale þis ended... , *\ 


But from this ſtorie, which Tlate haue told, 

| Some few ſhort obſernations letvs gather 

Firſt, how the Cittizen for loue of gold, 

An others child was willing for to father: 
Whereby we may diſcerne the ſeruile minde- 
Of many Citizens in-this ſame kinde, 

That for defire of profitw ill not ſhrinke 
Ac ſuch ſmall faultes and greater for to winke. . 


Yea, ſome ofthem are ſo in loue with monie, 
Or elſe ſo couetous to haue Hornes budding, 
That to allure greatBeares vnto theirhonie, 
And hungrie dogs vnto a dirtic pudding ; 
They will not Ricke ro make { wes wiuesa Stale- 
To fs on Cuſtomers for better ſale , 
And vnto ſome it is the ſureſt prop, 
To haue a handfome woman keepe their ſhop... >. 


And this is one great reaſon, I ſuppoſe, 

Thar in great Townes ſo many Cuckolds ſwarme 

For when a Woman, beaurious as aRoſe, 

| Sits in herſhop, the pafſen = to charme, 
Like to a Ship in rempeſts doth ſhe flic 

In danger ever minute to be fplit, 

And _— ſhe doth eſcape both rockes 


Yet isnot | 


& ſand, 
afe,vncill ſhe come to land. * 


For: 
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For after all theſe ſtormy guſtes are paſt, 
And windes are huſhr, and ſeas are calme and ſtill, 
On ſubrile Syrens ſhe may tall atlaſt, 
VVhoſe ſmiles are wiles; whoſe kindeſt lookes do kil 
Beſides, on cruell Pirats ſhe may light, 
And be encountred in the darke ofnight : 
And though a while ſhe fight, yettento one (gone 
Some cinon ſhootes her through, & then ſhee's 


Euen ſo a Cittizen, that ſets his wife 
A publique lodeſtone to attra mens cies, 
oth vnto danger-leaucher honelt life, 
Amongſtboth.Syrens, ſtormes, and cies 
And therefore, .if that ſome be Cuckolds named, 
Onely themſclues I thinke are to beblamed : 
For notwithſtanding all their ſhops pretence, 
They are the Bawdes vnto their wiues offence. 


Yeaſome of them, (as though this were too little) 
To hood the forked corners of their head ) 
Allthough they know their wiues are fraile & brittle, 
And aptinto temprations to beled, 
Yet vago Tauernes, ſpectacles and Plaies; 
. And to the Court vpon the ſolemne daies, 
They will conuoy them verie faire and quaint, 
As Crake woman were an earthly Saint. 


And yet miſtake nor, for Iwill nor ſay, 

Bur manie of them are both chaſt and pure : 
Yet thoſeare meanes to make them run a ſtray, 
For golden booties ſoone doe theeues allure: 


| - won "TAK And yet they need no winde to blow the fire: 
| .oraTree For they are hot cuen of their awne deſire, 


1 whereofBur- And ſomeof them(though kept with key 8& lock) 
prickes, V Villgtaſtahome-horne tree ypon your ſtocks. 


Ei 


| Since they vphold the ſtate of Cucko/arie, 
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A well-conceited figionT have read, 
Among the Stories which old Poets framed, 
Of one that had within his carefull head 
An hundred eyes: and he was gs named. 
And yet for all his eyes which neuer cloſed, 
But euermore to watching werediſpoſed, 
One ſilly woman he could hardly keepe, . 
For whiles he ſlept but once, ſhe playd bo-peepe. 


Oh whardeceitfull trickes hane womerkinde, 
When they intend their luſt to ſatisſie? 
How boundleſle and vnſatiate is their minde, 
When they are benrto Jawleſſe luxuric? 
How brittle,fickle, wauering,falſe and fraile, 
Like to a wether-cocke,ſtill curning tatle? 
So that to write their faults, who th intend, 
May well begin,but nere ſhall make an end. 


But why ſhould | complaine of lerchery ? ObieQion, * 
Or preſſe bad wiues with ſuch-an exclamation? 


And are the pillars of that ordination. 
If thatthe fruirbe good, no cauſe I ſee, 
Why we ſhould faulr,or diſcommentd thetree : 
-Orby our malice ſecke the mans diſgrace, 
Whuchby his cunning graftir in'that place. 


The end is all (the prouerbe old doth ſay) 

And doth approue,or diſallow each thing : 

Nor do the caufes wander much aſtray, 

Which to a good concluſion matrers bring. 
If thatawoman ſomewhart tread awry, 
And follow ſports of luſt and venery, - _ 
Why ſhouldweblame her, finceſhe doch pretend 
Her lends good, and credit in the ad, 
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Whatreafon haueI then (may-ſonje ſuppoſe); -''1 1 
To raile at woemen in this bitter manner? - -'- © q 
If wiues were true, and free from ſecret blowes, 
How ſhould their husbids purchafe fuch an honor> 
If tharaCucko/d be ſobraue aname, 
They rather meritpraiſe,;then any blame. 
And thus will 2fomus ſnarling brood complaine, 
What late I prais'd,l nowdiſpraiſe againe. 


Well could I wiſh the world were at thatſtay, 
And euery woman of ſo honeſt carriage, 
That hornes,whichnow beare fuch a mighty ſway, 
Mightbe exil'd the bonds of lawfull marriage. 
Bur ſince:this fortune hath befalne ſo many, 
I ſay nottharT cannot exemptany. 
Better it werethe title ſhould be graced, 
Then honeſt Cuckoldsvrterly defaced. 


And though whenfruit is good, we cannot blame 
Or faulttheperſon whichdid graftthe tree, 
Yet in the ground which other men do claime, 
We cannot plant,nor graft,nor ſowe as free. 
Each hath his parcell;that which is incloſed, 
. Muſtat the owners pleaſure be diſpoſed. 
It ground be ſcarce,the common fields be cheape, 
Yetlet men ſowe whereas they meane to reape. 


The end is all;and ſo may Cacko/as ſing, 

For many men. are Cxckolds in the end, 
Yetlittlegood proceedeth from that thing 

To her, which doth her husband-thus offend. 

For where ſhe was eſteemed chaſte before, 
Now ſhe is taken fora paltry whore: 

Norwas her cnd to winhim reputation, 
But for to quenchthe flames affooticarionl : 


= de pedpbr7 $; 
If that a tyrant meriesany praiſe, - ', | |. + 114 
Which po > Maregt tobe ſlaine, 
Then doth a wanton wife, whichiſpends her dayes 
In making hornes to breed her "at ks bane * 
Deſerue greatthankes: For bath alike wee ſee, 
Tobe the cauſes of their deſtinie. 
But though bad manners berter orders breed, 
Still they are nought,& ſhaine ſhal be their meed. 


Nonel ſuppoſe is offovilda lite, 

Butwill afftirme ir by his owne confeſſion: 

To haue cloſe dealing with anorhers wite, 

It is a ſhameleſle and a great tranſgreſſion; 
Yet though from thence ariſe aCucko/as name, 
No blemiſh can redound vhto the ſame. 
For oft we ſee,enen from adung-hill growes, 
Sweet flowers, wbichneitber ſent nor odour loſe. 


Many a man of credit,and good place As Iakes-far- 
Hath carnd great riches by a ſtinki Trade: en mo 


And neither doth his liuing him deface, riers, 
Nor of abafer reckoning is he made. 

Why then ſhould menthus ſcorne a Cuckolas life, 

For that his name comes by a ſtinking wite? 

Who dorhdiflike good meat,is void of wit, 

Alchougha greazic Scullion turne the ſpit. % 


Many awicked father hartn beene knowne, 
To haue a ſonne of goad and honeſt life: 
And many a famous Cxcke/d.of renowne, 
Hath erſt beene married toa wanton wite. 

And yet the womans lewdnefle is no ſhame 

Vnto the credirot-a Cacko/as name. 

For (certs)a.Cwoko/d invhis generation 

Is held aname of worthand eſtimation.  _ 
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And ofall men thatlivevponrthegground, 
None caftimore fitly be a Martyr named: 
For with ſuch ſcoffes and mockes his dayes abound 
As would in truch makeany man aſhamed, 
But that with patience he is poſſeſt, | 
Which makeshim happie and his ſtate more bleſt; 
ForPatience-ſuch a noble vertue.is, 
As will mn fine promote him vnto bliſſe. 


3 


This is the cauſe ſo-many-learned Clarkes, 

So many antient Authors; and grauc men, 

Did in thcir ſeneral volumes and their workes;: 

Much in the praiſe of worthy Cuckolds pen. 
For where this patience is ſo much commended, 
A Cockolds honor needs muſt be intended. 

And well we may expoundthem in thatſenſe,; 

Since thata Cuckold is all Patience. 


And rather truly-might thoſe learned wits, 

Applauda Cuckold vnder that pretence : 

Becauſe this vertue, which that ſtate befits, 

Hy: nm among them.ſome preheminence.. 
Thepollicy of And ſince irmight ſeeme foolith todilate, 
old Writers in Tryopen words the glory of their ſtate; 
pregiing Cuc- Better they thoughtto ſer before her eyes. 


Theparient Cuckoldspraifes in this.wile. 


Tu!ly the Qrator fo'mmch\admir'd;:- - 
The Paragon of {weet-tun'd Eloquence, 
In ſucha robe of glory hath attir'd 
A Cuckolds vertuc and his patience :: 
Rec qui faciaa, Thathe not onely hath preferd himcleere : 
non ego ſummis Beforeall men that are, or cuer were; . _ 
\ nada bar Buralſo hath (without reſpe& of ods) 
an ſinillimem Reputed him as'cquallto the gods. 
_____ W*:;: han 1 : 1lift - 
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Tlift notherealtedge wharalfhaus fag, >c10) worn od 1 91077 o 
In commendatiowofthe patientceaue; 3 0152! TT I 
The vſuall examples, which are made, -'-! 
Do proue my ſayings and aſſertions true. 
That ſare Fwonder, and I much admire them, 
(Vnleſſe the hornes with patiencedo'inſpirethem) 
How they ſo mecklyſuffer andabide, 
The wrongs and iniuries which thembetide. 


But (doubtleſſe)they are metvof gallaneparts,: Poſſe &- Nolle 
And ſcorne to take renenge for euery-roy-: +; NOONE: 
It fits notvalorous-and noble harts 
To pickea quarrell with each ſcuruy boy : 
They liue contented ſtill what ere befall, 
And for rheir croſſes neither fight nor brall, 
What Fortune ſends, they willingly receive, 
As youby this example may perceiue. 


An honeſt good plaine-dealing man of life, 
Which got his liuing daily by his labour, 
Finding a knaue tn ſporting with his wife, . 
And playing frolickly vpon his Tabor, 
Did nor, as ſome would vie to fweare & ſwagger, A wiſc andho- - || 
Andatthe firft ſight ſtabhim with his dagger; 2**Cuckold, .. 
But in good words hewithtthey would amend, | 
And lex him go, becauſe hewas hisfriend-..: 


Hereis a glaſſe forall men-tobeholJd; + . 
How great the patience ofa Cuckold is, . 
Worthy in leaues of brafle robe inrold, 
Thar after-ages might reniember-this-r';. 51-1 
Neuer waspesfon of fo mild a hart, .: 
Tharif he found bis wife at ſuch. apart, - | 
Would with ſuch quiet brooke ſoigreatafcorne, . 
Exccpt he had an intereſt in che hogne, ©. 
| : M3 , Iknow: 
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Note this my T know ſome hot- ouths,whicharenotwed, 7 
yorg gallan®. xx7i11 fiveare this Gooko/a was averyout:: 1c» > | 
For if that they-had-found theknauea bed, /- 
Lound's,by-the eares they would haue puld him-our. 
They would haue beate the. villaine like a-ftocke, 
That.neuerafter he ſhould loue the ſmocke: 
And in ſuch-manner they would vie the Boore, 
Scarce he ſhould go aliue out of their doore. 


Ones facts Thus willmy:youthfull riplings,in their vaine, 
cum valemss, Brag of their valar,ere they goto field. 
994 _— But vanting Souldiers oftentimes are {lainc, 
egrotu demus. 
Or in the battle forced for to yeeld. . 
An emprtie veſſel! giues a mighty ſound, 
When leaſtor nothing canthercin be found. 
4 Many can tell the way to tame a ſhrow, 
But they which haue rhe woman do not know. 


Ofc haue I heard a gallant ſay as much, 
And ſtamp, & ſweare,that he would fleahim quicke: 
Yet hath his fortune afterwards beene ſuch, 
Though he haue-come cuen in the very nicke, 
Andtaken one in bourding with his wife, 
He durſt nordraw his-dagger for his life, 
Bur was content to faine himſelfe aſleepe, 
Meanewhile his head was armed like a ſheepe. 


What are they better if they take the knaue, 

And beathim ſoundly,orbereaue his life? 

Can they auoydthe twle they muſt haue? 

Or purchaſe any-credierotheir wife? + 
'Tis but a meanes tobreed their further ſcorne, 
Becauſe ſo grieuouſly they take the horne. 
Berttcritis toſce,andnoreſpy it; © - | 
Then by theixfolly morefor to'deſeryir.. . _X 
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But if the Chqkold-maktybeifo bolt} bobroct-9rr 9, 
To turne againezand brauely play theman; - 


And knocke the Cuckold-while his cudgell hold; - 
In what a takingits the Cuckold than? 
| ——_— needs muſt he gaine profoundly, 
That both-is Cuckolded and beaten-ſoundly, 
Muchwiſer mighthe ſeeme:to hold hispeace, 
Then with ſhrewd knocks his forrows to increaſe. 


If my aduice may ſcrue inanyfted,  - 

Rather I give thee counfailenortoſee,  - 

When thou behold a knaue withinthy bed, 

Then for to make a brawle, or mntinie: 
For he that takes the horne in fuch a grudge, 
A very ſumplefellow men tim iudge. 
When he that is nothaltc ſofoole-preciſc, 
Is oft eſteemed tobe very wiſe. 


And well may he be taken fora Clowne, 
VVhich,when hee cannot remegy the rhing, 
Doth in hisfury trouble all the Towne, 
And makes the Country ot his folly ring. 
But —_— the vulgar ſorta Cuckold deeme him, He is a Cuck- 


Yet wort _ that name Inort eſteeme him.. = __ 
For to the homerhis vertue doch belong, Cuckold. 


That patient heads muſt undergo each wrong. 


And now vpona1udden to my ſight: 
Preſents himfelfea greater fooke then this ; 
VVhich is not onely pleas'd to bring'to light, ' 
And make a wonder of his wiues/ amiſfe. 
But for to prouchimlſeltc a very Daw, 
-Needeswuſt hee bee divorced by the Law: A Cuckold' 


The firſt; By witmefſe is .a:Cuckoldicleped; i i with a witnes,, 


' * _—_ : +... - abs 
ThiszIy antlriiyabe dornerbabromted. | by anderig,. | 
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Graue-headed fathiers ofthe horned 'crue, / 51> {1 57:0! 
Andall yee patient friends of 'Cucko/dſhire, 1 
Ler mieantreatalictle boone of you'r - ' | 
(Tis for your good and credirÞ require) | 
Baniſh thefe peaſants, theſe wwo lowring Tanglers, 
Expellthemfromyour company for wranglers: 
Raze outtheir names and titles from your booke, 


Which ther good fortune with ſuch fury brooke. 


Neuerletthembe ranged'in your band, 
Which grieue»ro:haue their Head-peece made of 
It cannot withyour reputationſtand, (horne, 
Your colours by faint cowards ſhould be borne. 
 Plucke off theirhorns,8 on theircoxcombs place 
A paire of Aﬀſes caxes to their diſgrace. | 
VVelldoth theirfolly this old ſaying fit, 
LL male-contented Cuckold hath no wit. 


For let me but expoſtulate this caſe, 

Although ro you I knowit is but vaine, 

VVhich are of wiſdome, and with time and place 

Can orderall your ations to your gaine. 
VVhatbetter is the wood-cocke, made a wonder, 
VVhen with a knaue he ſees his wife lye vader ? 
Or what amendment doth he reapefrom hence, 
To put herquite away forthis offence? 


I mult confeſle (perforce) this is the way 


To let the world haue notice of his name: 
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" Better itis in quiet takerhecup, 
(Since what is woven carnar be vn-ſpun) 
And patiemtly rodrinkerhy ſorrowes vp, 
Than call in queſtion what thy wate hath done. 
If of-che hornes perchance thou artaſhamed, 
Tennerimes asinuch by this thou art-defamed: 
And whereto tew before the fault was knowne, 
Now all about the countrey it isblowne, 


Thou may'itremouettoccafionof this matter, 
And by a lawfull coutſedinorce thy wite : 
Yet with the vulgar ſort, which cannot flatter, 
Thou (halt be thought a Cuckoldall thy lite. 
And though with cquitie you be vnried, 
The moſt will cenſure hardly on thy fide: 
For whether parr ſocuer be in fault, 
Still is the husband deemed forto halt. 


Bur to conclude, whenall is comeabour, 
And that from theethy wife is quite diuorced, 
What haſt thou carned/but a mocke or flour? 

*For ſtill ro weare the hornes thou mwſt be forced. 
Yet hereproceedes great cauſe to make thee orie, 
Thename of Cuckoldgiuestothee no glorie: 
And though theritle make anotherbleſt, 

| Shameand diſgrace it paints vpon thy creſt. 


The pureſt Whear,caſt in a cankred ground, 
Dies ere it ſprour, and ncuer veclds jncreaſe: 

' Good holeſome meat,when bodie js vnſound, 
-Dothcloy theſtamacke,andthe man diſeaſe: 
So, if the Hernes be grafted in his head, 
Whichis with furic and impatienceled, 
Nothing bur ſcoffes and mocks rhey do imporrune, 
[Though otherwiſe the ——_— nsof good er 


90 Paſquils Night-cap. 
This is the ſcope and meaning of the place, 
That ancientPoetrs of 4deor faine, 
Which took the hornes with gricfe and ſuch diſgrace, 
Yo That of his dogged paſhons he was ſlaine. 
Mia For this the [toric plainely ſhewes in part, 
His dogs did tearehimin the ſhape of Hart : 
All wines And this to all mad Cuckolds be the end, 


-- ns Which grudge at that they ncuer can amend. 
bands (ay A- , 
amy 7” HerecanInot wirhfilence ouer-paſle, 


Withour great preiudice vntothe Horne, 

To tell how patient once a Painter was,, 

(As kind a Cuckold as was cuer borne) 
And fince it is a matter of ſome Worth, 
Meet to be drawne in golden colours forth, 
After my ſimple kill ir ſhall be painted, 
Though with the Pencill I am not acquainted. 


This cunning Painter was bu: newly wed, 
Livinginpicaſure with his wanton wife; 
Vhen Fortune ayming for to horne his head, 
(As Fortune Rilldiſturdes thequier life ) 
Gave him occaſions by an cnuious chance, 
Thathe byſea muſt trauaile into France, 
The night beforchisiourney he did take, 
Thus to his wife in bed the Painter ſpake. 


Sweet wife(quorh he)thou know't I lone thee deerly, 
And muchlI grieuctoleauctheethus alone, 
I feare my ablencejr will crouch thee neerely, 
And my departure cauſe thee ſigh and mone: 
But be content (my deere) | will nor ſtay 
Aboue a monethar moſt from thee away, 
'Tis but alittle while (my pretie Sweet) 
Shortly 1 hope againe wertwo ſhall mect, 
73 - Web 
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"Yet inremembrance,tillI come againe, 


And that in heart wich thee at homelT am, 


. Let mecntreat thee (if ic beno paine) 


That on thy belly I may paint a Lambe : 
Notthat thy truth or honeſtiel feare, 
For thou art tootoo honeſt I dare ſweare; 
But chat it be a figne before thy eyes, 
Both when thou go'ſt to bed, and doſt ariſe. 


And that whenſtillchoulook'{t yponthis geere, 
And onthelittle Lambedoſt caſt aglance, 
Thou maiſt remember who did paint himthere, 
And ſend aſigh vnto thecoaſt of France, 
And thinkethy husband will no longer ſtay, 
Then his affaires be paſt,if winds obey z 
Ard with-theſe words he kift her,and {5 ſtaid, 
When ſhe againe this readie anſwere made. 


Husband (quoth fhe) and thenthe woman wept, 
And ſigh'd and ſob'd,as though ſhe had been ſickly: 
Deere husband, your great kindnefle I accept, 
And ſorelament, wethus muſt part ſo quickly. 
YerneuerthinkethatI ſhould you forget, 
Thogh your affaires a twelnemonthſhould youlet: 
But it co paint a Lambe will breed your caſe, 
Paint on my belly cucn while you pleaſe. 


The good plaine-dealing man was glad of this, 
He tookehis Pencill,and ro worke he went, 
Andorn her belly did he paint (ywis) 
A pretic little Lambe incontinent. 
But fince the winde for no mans cauſe doth ſtay, 
He is imbarkt for France,and gone away : 
Pitic it wereto tell the griefe and mone 


His wife made for him, being left alone. | 
| N 2 Be- 
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Behold how croſſe ſometimes our formune playes,.. - 
T he Painter his affaires did hap ſaill, 
Thar now are almoſt paſt thricethirtie dayes, 
Andyethe is conſtrain'd co tarrieſtill : 
So that before his buſinefſe was ended, 
Three quarters of a ycare werequite expended : 
| And ince in Franceio long the Painter tarries, 
Marke bow his wite her {elfe in Eng/and carries. 


A moneth ſhe tooke his abſence pafling lad; 

But when he came notactiy appointed day, 

She entertaives another luſtie lad, 

For to maintainethe ſport, and hold her play : 
Whichina/lpoint did pleaſe her luſt foright, | 
That he was welcome to her everie night ; 

Nor much the cared, but in outward ſhow, . 
Whether the Painter cameagatiueor iQ 


The luſtie youth, which was with ber acquainted, 
And kept poſleſſion of her husbands place, 
By chance efpicd vpon her bellie painted 

The little Lambe,whereat be laught apace: 
But ſure herhaught it wanted fome perfeQion, 
Becauſe of hornes there was 2plaine defection; . 
And therefore when the woman was afleepe, 
He paintedrwo great hornes vpon the ſheepe,, - 


Now is the Painters bulinefſe quite paſt, 
And he from France by ſeais fately come z 
His wife about his necke berarmes d:th caſt, 
And kifſe him oft,and bid bim welcome home : 
| Ah wy {wect husband (then ſhe kindly wept) 
- -a_x kink Whatſad misfortune bath fo longtheekept ? 
Againeſhekiſt hiw,and againe ſhe cried, 
I longer yuu hadſtay'd, Lihould havediee.. by 
cr 
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Her loving husband raking all fortruth, 

(Secing his wife toweepe for veryioy) 

Kiſt her moſt kindly, like a wanton yourh, 

And ſcem'deas blithe and luſtic as a boy : 
He tooke herſtreight,and ſet her on kis knee; 
Ah my ſweet wife, how does my Loue? (quoth he) 
How fares my I vurtte? I haue done thee wrong, 
In ſtaying from thy compznie ſo long. 


But ſuch (\weet-heart ) was my diſaſter chance, 
And ſuch occaſions did my comming let, 
ThatI no ſooner could returne from France, 
(No harme,thoughr ſhe, if you had tarried yet) | 
Bur ſince (quoth he) at laſt I am. come backe, ; 
Drinke welcometo mein a pint of Sacke: 
She dranketohim,he-pledg'd her; to be ſhort, , 
They ſupt, andwentto bedia hone ſort, 


And now the Painter *gan for toremember, 

That on the night, before he went from home, 

A little Laimbe he paintedon the limber 

Vp- bearing out-fide of her tender wombe: 
Therefore, that he aſſuredly might know 
Whether his wife had faithfull been or no, 
To viewthe Lambe he'gan her kindly pray, 
Which he did paint before he went away. 


Husband (quothſhe }that you may plainely ſee 

I hauepreſeru'd my faith as vndehil'd, 

Behold the Lambe, and after iudge of me, 

It in your abſence L have you beguil'd, 
Therewith ſhe ſhew'd her bellie, whereon faire 
The painted Lambe appear'd with hornes a paire: 
Whereat he ſtarted as he were afraid, 

Yet bis owne picture was theretruly made. 
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The woman maruelled for to behoſd 
The Lambe deſcrib'd with ſucha goodly head: 
The man was angrie, yet his peace did hold, 
And ſtood amaz'd, as though he had beene dead : 
But ſhe/as women are by nature lic, 
Apt to excule their folly with alice) 
Atrcr that ſhe ſome little pauſe had made, 
Demurely to her husband thus ſhe ſaid. 


Well may you wonderhow this comes to paſſe, 
And thinke(ſiveet husband) I have beenc vnakinde, 
Yet if you ponder how irchanged was, 
And how the Lambe transformed thus we finde, 

I doe not doubt but you will indge me true 

In deed, in word,in thought,in all to you, 

For by the Sunne that ſhines before my face, 

I know not when the hornes came inthis place. 


And yetthenight before you did depart, 

Andlettmelike a widow here at home, 

A lictle Lambe,according to your art, 

You painted(you remember) on my wombe: 
If at that preſent time it was a Lambe, 
Althoughnogreatet but co ſucke his damme, 
Yet ſince atweluemonth you haue tarried hence, 
Now icmuſtbe aſheepe by conſequence. 


V hen as her husband neard this fine excuſe, 

SO wittic,pleaſant,and ſo readietold, 

Though he was much aggrieved at tl'abuſe, 

And well perceiu'd the ſheepe was of his fold, 
(Knowing the hornes which fell vnto his ſhare 
'Vcre marriage-fortune and good neighbors fare) 
Hetooke with patience what cid him moleſt, 
And ſmiling kindly, put it vp in ieft. 

-Loe 
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Loe here (kind Cuckolds) preſcnt ro your view . _ 
A worthie mirror of true patience, . -""FOIER 
A rare<xample,meet for all the crue, 
With whom the hornes ſhall haue preheminence. 
This is the way to win your reputation, 
And make your wiues toleaue their fornication: 
Theſe are the meanes a womans feetrto (tay, 
Which is diſpos'd to range,or goc altraye 


Bootleſle it is to breake a womans will, 
Oc ſecke to curbe her p!caſures by thy rage; 
For it (he once be given vntoill, 
Brawles,ſttite,nvr anger can her luft aſl 1age. 
It Riuecs haue their cuurſe,they gently fall, 
Stop but their paſſage, then they throw downeall: 
Soit awoman bereſtrain'd by torce, Ia atque ani 
She growes more headſtrong,andby nature worſe. [4 


Take for example what one Cuckold didz 
Which when he heard his wife was proneto ſinne, 
Shur not the dores vokindly, bur ſtreight bid 
More ſhould be made to ler her louers in, 
That cuery perſon,when the dores were many, 
Might come and goce away, vnſcer.cof any : 
Bur when his wife did ſce his diſpoſition, 
She left her wanton lite and lewd condition. 


Many, before they marric, ſcemeto boaſt 

How they will dominirewhen they are wed, 

For they will cie their wives vmto apoſt, 

Before the graft che horne vpon their head; 
And they with watch and ward will ſo preuent her, 
That nocorrivall ſhall haue timeroenter, 
And maugre fortune, and in 'pight of chance, 
Atter che Hoxne-pipe they will neuer dance. 

£ | Tn But 


To _ 
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But let thetn know, no policies preuaile, 
No art,nocraft,no force,theic fate roſhung 
Strong brazenwallsz Arg: bis eyes doe faite 
eawoman, when ſhe lift miſdone : 
An if ſhe once doe by his lookeseſpie 
| No faith her husbanddoth in herrelie, 
Orelle is jealous, and doth her miſtruſt, 
\Much moreſhe is incenſed ynto Juſt. 


: In vainethou ſtand'ſt within awomans way, 


When ſheis oncepaſt honeſtic and grace * 


* For though thou watch and ward her night and day, 
- And have het preſent tillbefore thy face, 


By ſomedeuice or ether which may fall, 

. Occaſion ſhe will find to pay for all: 
And (or fir place ſhero herpleaſures lacke) 
She will nor ſticke to horne thee at thy backe. 


' Prevent an evill (doth the Prouerbe ſay) 


But when aneuill comes bydeſtinic, 
And cannot be auoided any way, 
Whar proficfalls by perverſe icalouſic? 
' Nothing bur this ; that ſtanding hill onthornes, 
Suſpition bids thee to beware the hornes: 
And (ſure) a horned head lefle griete doth finde, 
Then doth a icalous anda horned minde. 


1 cannot well commend thatſimple Swaine, 


Which forhis hatred to the Cuckoes ſong, 


_(BecauſetheCuckoe in a merrie vaine 


Sometimes didfing his Appletrees among) 
Cut downe the trees; that ſhe night (fir no more 
So necre his houſe, as ſhe had done before. 
But whether neere or farre the Cuckoefllic, 
No Cuckold canauoid his defſtinie. . 
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T meruailemuch,and cannotknow the reafot), | INT 


Why cuery fooliſh Peaſant andrudeknaue, : , 
When as they hearethe Cuckoein the ſeaſon, . * 
Which in thefe quarters. doth -her preſencecraue,. . - |. 
Send out her notes ſo pleafamtandfofhrill; 1: - 
© That allerue Cuckolds they wich gladnefſefill;”” 
Why they ſhou'd mocke,deride, abuſe,8&:flouther, 
Andtothe death with ſtones & cudgelsclout her. 


In my conceit, of all the fowles that flie, 
Moſt pleaſant arc her notes,ſurpaſling all, - 
Chauntingſoſweertthe fame of Cuckoldrie., 
That vnto men they ſeeme Angelicall, 
And ſoreplercwith ſugred melodie, 
As driueskindCuckolds to anextaſie: ' 
Ah,ſweetly, fweerly, doththe Cuckoe fing 
The Cuckolds prayſes/in the pleaſant Spring; 


Familiar is herſong,ſmooth,caſie,plaine, 
Not harſh, nor hardly wreſted from her throat: 
No bird there is knowne fooner by her ftraine, 
In ſuch regardis grownethe Cuckoes note: 
Yet is her voice ſoplcaſant to the eare, 
It glads the meaneſt creature it doth heare; 
For neuer I beheld fo foure a face, 
But forto heare herſong did laugh apace. 


Fond wantonizing Ox/4 giuevsplace, "- 
Compariſons in all things are not meer; 
'Tis not your Nightingale that'can diſgrace 
The Cuckoes runes, fo muſical},ſoſweer, - 
Her warbling notesſcarceequalthalfethe 5kill 
Thatiscompa@wihina Cuckoes bill.” » (ſing, 
Packe hence(pooreWoodcorkjteachyourbitd co 
The loucly Curkoe is of Birds the King. F 
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Greatly.E:maruaile thouwould'ft be ſo blind;. 

Being 3 man of wiſdome, to prefet © / 

Afemininn That piping bicd; ſprang fromapewling kind, 

- <a Before the Cuckolds merrie Trumpeter, 
Since ſhecomplaines.of murder, rape, and wron 2 
The Cuckolds gloric isthe Cuckoesſong: 

Nil poeſtca- Andwhen ſhechantes itin her pleaſant moog, 


eulo «quinalere Shee makes the ſweeteſt noiſe in all the Wood: 
Mes. 


And yet (in truth)I cannot much theeblame,. 

If ignorancedid lead thee thus awric: 

Thou wouldſt have writ diuinely in her fame, 

If thou had{t knowne a Cuckolds dignitic : 
And highly hadſt thou grac'd thy wanton vaine. 
In prayfing hergthat _ thy praiſe againe. 
This, this had beene aſubic&for thy pen, 
Toall thrice welcome thatare married menz 


But (inceI thinkethou bore no goodaffeRion. 
To hone(k,Cuekolds, nor the Cuckoes ſang... 
Thy bookes-of Loue doe make aplainedeteRion: 
Thy mind was much inclinedvnto wrong, - -- : +: 
And thou alewdprofeſied Cuckold-maker, 
And therefore would'{tnot be with her partaker. 
For ſt:]] Experience cuidently ſhewes, . 
That Cuckold-makers arethe Cuckoes fors, 


Famous Sir Geffr#e Chaucer, you were wile, 

And worthily.eltcemedanEngliſhPoer,. 

And like a Scholler-you could poetic : 

Yet once you plaid thefoole;I let you know it; 
For tn that great aſſemblic which you make, 
VWherein together birds did counaile take, 
You greatly wronged this birds magnificence 
In giving herſa ſmall preheminence 
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Reaſon itwas, ſheſhould before the reſk  . 
Have taken place, and order, inher ftationg 
Borh for hcr voice, which is in greatrequeſt, 
And alſo for the Cuckolds reputation, 

Buryou no:Cuckold were it may be deemed, 

Or Cuekolds then were not ſo much eſteemed: 

Or (ſure) Sir Geffrte, you were beetle-blind 

In tearming balcly ſuch a bird vnkind. 


But asfor Skelton with his LawrelCrowne, 
W hoſerutfling rimes are empriequice of marrow ; 
Or fond Catullus, which ſet groflely downe 
The commendation of afillie Sparrow; 
Becauſe rheir lines are void of eſtimation, 
I paſſe them ouer without confutation. -/ 
Much would the Cuckoe think herſclfe impared, 
If ſhee with Patlip Sparrow werecompared. 


Let chirping Philip learne to catchaflic, 
Andpicke'vp crums from off his Miſtris finger ;-  ,, | 
Angler the Nightingales {wcert harmonie | 
Winne her the nameandtitle of a finger: 

Theſe are notall the praiſes we can bring | 

To praiſe the Cuckoe which attends the ſpring. 

For weill may alleage in her defence | 

'Sheisabirdof wondcrous patience. 


Too much it were to reckon all the wrong, 

And cuery iniuricdoth her betide: 

Nolſooncr ſhe begins herloucly ſong, | 

Which Knaues and Minions cannot well abide, 
Burone or other Woodcocke that doth heare her, 
With threats andcurſings is at hand to teate her, 
Thar fure1 thinke ſhe could not liuea day, 


It the did wantthe wit to flic away. 
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One foolederides'and mockes her co her face; .,."- 

(As if her words didnot concernehis honour)... - - 

Anorher,being anpric, chafes apace, 

And witha murren bids aſhamelight on her;... 
Thecomes athird will neither curſcnor mock her, 
But ſeckes with ſtones and cudgels fortaknockher. 
Thus lives the-Cuckoe, which offendeth no man, 
Scorn'd, perſecuted, both of man and woman. . 


Meare while the harmelefſecreature (pretic Fowle) /” 
Flies vp arid downe'comentfrom tree to titec ; 
Gently with patienctſhe abides cancroll, 

For neuer was ſhe angrie Icould fee: . .._. T 
Bur ſtill with meckenefleand great modeſtic. 
Well ſhediſgeſtsrtheirinciuibrie;/ > '- » |; 1), + 
Andjfiers word ſhe giues them vndiſcreetly, ; / - 
But onelyCuckoe;which ſhe fangs moſt ſweetly. 


As in her langusge,if youmarkeher well, 
T hus tothe bufie feoles che bird did fpeake : | 
Cuckolds(quotiifſhe) whoſecenſcience is yourhell, 
Andthinke on'meyour malice forto wreake; 
You that dee take the Hornein ſuch difgrace,. 
Grieving ro hauc it grafredon yourtace, 
Content yourſelaes,your fortunes arcinor daintie, 
The Cuckoefaith, Thar Cuckolds thereareplentie. 


Then frolicke, Sirs,this fragrant time of yeare, 
Palcicaloufic was neuervoidof wor, | 
Sorrow is more epcteaſt by needleſle feare, 
Hearr-frerting care ro health was cuer foe: / 
Your States,the Cuckoetels you,areno worfe - 
Than many thonſands,whichnorbrawlenorcurſe: 
Many do beate great bookesknowſearcea letter, 
Many are leattiedwhicharenere the better. : ©! 
Many: 
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Many are Cuckolds,whi 
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$heyire bots 1i-Lf Three degrees 
Some are Na Cuekolds; which thinkethey are none : ng ox 
Wiſe bethe Cuckolds which bothbc and-carenot; * One andone. 
Fond is the man whichis not,mill beones} v/- 1; |; Noneandone: 
But one ornidt-one;ſtil{Lanryovr friend). - >>. 
Yoirenlierare,or may beintheend, -- /> 11} | .c; 
I fingyourprayſcs1o expelil your forrow, 1: © 
And thusthe Cuckoc bids youall:Gped thorto\v. 


Ah ſweet andpleaſantbird, baw1 addyires-!) * ©» ': 0! 

Thevnregardedvertueof thy kind }- ',:;; "> 

How ncerethy meet behauior doth aſpire 

Ynto the patience of the Cuckoldsmind!! 
Certesit is agloxiousthing co ſee. ' 11 [+ [+ 
The Cuckoethuswith Cuckolds to agrce, / 
And'well deſerves fome worthiePocts. pen, 
Thatbirds can learne tbe qualities of mien. . 


Anger oy > TY I) 7 Lorlingy hai 
As though hizmedningweareto ſeixevpon theez. - 
TheGooſe mlgiete 20d the Gockecric out, 
Andecuery other birdcall ſhame vpon thee: 
Annoy theLarke, andhewillhangthewing, - 
Trquble theNightingale, ſhe leatestoſing; 
-,Oaely the Cuckoe, which ſurmounts them all, * — nuer aves ete- 
She ill chaunrs Cuckoc,whatſoere befall. wr oma 


fimils, 


No hurt ſhemeanes to any liuing thing, 
Ahdtherefore deemiesno creature wil herharme : 
For when her litdecgges (heforth doth bring, 


Within anothers neaſtſhe layes them warme, 


Suppoftagthar kindbird will love them deere, 
As Cuckoldsdoe, which no deceit doe feare, 
Suffering theirwiues to keepe:good companie, 
Thinking hat men will victhem honeſtly. 
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 NeitherdoeT efteemeherasa Sinneg>7 on 70 

(Although ?ythazora reprouethe fault, L 

Which neuer eat an egge vnto his dinner, 

Burt onely fedvpon a root andifalt)” 1: © 
Becauſeſhefiyes imoanothersneft, *- | 
And ſuckes theegges which thereſhelikerthbeſt, 
Nor doth ſhe more deferuc and merit blame, 
Thaa honeſt men,which daily cat the ſame. 


Rather I deeme her worthie commendation, 

(If rothe Cuckoe her deſert wegiue) 

Since ſhe deuoures and f{uckestherr procreation, 

That eat the-corne whereby mankind ſhould liue. 
Herein ſhe ſhewes herſelfe a friend ro man, 
Seeking his good byall the meanesſhe can, 
Bothin applauding them which weate thehorne, 
And ſucking vp their brood which eatthe corne., 


Kind gentlewomen, ye which 'take:delight, 
A pratlingParrarin your Cage to have, 
Becauſeſhe prates good morrowandgood night, 
Or bids a ſawcie fellow Wa!keaknaue. 
And ye which keepea Puppie or a Daw, 
To make you laugh bv playing withaſtraw,' 
Letnot theſe toyes be thoughta womans rreaſitre, 
But keepe thelouely Cuckoe for yourpleaſure. 


YourlIack-daw cannot with her filuer bell . 
March this ſweer bird;the miſtreſſe of the Spring; * 
And truſt metruly;ſhedoth farreexcell 
Your Puppie and your Parrat in cach thing. 
The Parrat prares as ſhe israught by rote, 
This bicd by nature hath a merrie note, 
Andall her fongs,in lieu of fauorsſhowne, 
Shallcell yout husbands gloric,or your owne. 
Thrice 
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Thrice famous Dazid Lindſey 'of the Nonthy +. |, 
Thou hadſtgreat conference with aPopingay, 
W hich erſt did tell thee many thingsof worth, 
As they in print are extant atthis day : | 
Yet greater matters wight thy pen haue painted, 
If with the Cuekoc tou hadit beene acquainted: 
For deeper myſteries doth ſhe bewray, | 
Thaneuer was revea!'d by Popingay. 


No bird,nor any.creature hath the-grace, 

(Thoughcheyin other qualities excell) 

Which can ſo truly to a mans owneface 

In good plaine tearmes his propertitletell.. 
No ſooner ſhe a married man eſpics, | 
Buriin her language Cuckocſtraight ſhecries : 
Which her a Prophet. makes meto ſuppole, 
Since ſecrer faults ſo openly ſhe ſhewes.. 


If ſhe farre off a companie deſcric, 

Or by the noyſle their comming vnderſtand, 

Cuckoe (he:doubles inoſtmelodioully,. 

As it the ſaid, More Cuckolds are at hand: 
And(thoughſhe neuer ſee them) ſhecan tell 
Both what che perſons are, and wherethey dwell ; 

 Cuckolds they arc,it you their names require, 

And where they dwell ? forſooth in Cuckoldſhire. 


This is the cauſe, I thinke,that Tealouſie 

Repines to heare the Cuckoe {ing ſo faire; 

For he,conſum'd with fooliſh phrenelie, 

With raging madneſſe,griefe, and fretting care, 
Kickes like a ſcabbed Ilade, when he doth heare 
Thar name repeated which hencedes muſt beare, 
And with impatience brookes her gracious call, 


Whichtels kim truly what will aftcr fall. 
IT" TOPE "IPO "_ 
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Another ſorechtreare which cannot well: - 
Abideto hearethe Cuckoe for their lives, + 
But do'deteft herasaFiendof Hell: | 
Andtheſcare women, Minions,vnchaſt wiues, 
- Which are aſhamed forrohauc diſplaid, - ; 
Howtheirkindhibidsrliey b4ueCuckolds made: 
Or they ate Baſtards, which ſcarce loue ro heare 
Their morthets faults,and whortheir fathers were. 


But forthe yeomerof thehorned Crowd, - þ cc 
Me thinkes theitfoyandootufortisnortmall; © - : ) 
To heare the Cuekoe catroll ourſolowd. ': - -..: 
The wondrousglorie doththeir ſtares befall, 
And ſo harmoniouſly their prayſcs ſing, 
That VVoods and Foreſts wirhtheic Ecchoes ring. : 
Doubtleſſea Cickold is agallantname; ' -. 
When birds chant Hymnes in-honor of the ſame. 


And ſuchin ancient times hath beene the praiſc, 

And eſtimation of this worthie State; | 

(Though much it be diſpracedin theſedaies, 

And ſorc abuſed of eachſcoffing Mate) 
That Kings and Emperors haue thought no ſcorne 
For arms to beare the beaſts which wearerhe horn, 
And crowns &fſceprers,rhrones &greatdominios, 
Are not more rich than hornes in ſomes opinions. 


Let famous Greece bewitneſle of this thing, 
\Vhere horned heads were wont to beare ſuchſ{way, 
That ſeldome any came'to betheir King, 
Burt ſtill he prou'd a Cuckold,as ſome ſay. 
This CMerelarzs well cond verific, 
Whoſehotnes procur'd Troyes enidlefle miſcric: 
*Yernotfromthem aroſethat mortall ſtrife, 


But that he could not haue againe his wife. 
hn He 
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He could haue-beene conzeatwithallhisheart . 
To naue beene Cuckold, and haue bleſt his fortune, 
If they his wiſe had ſufferedrodepart, | 
Whom he co haue againe did much importune: 
Burt when hefaw taire meancs could not obtaine 
Ir was.concluded;he by forceſhuld gain her; (her, 
T omakeit knowne, that ſhe was his by right, 
Andſhew himſelfc a Cuckold of greatmight. 


And not alonewas he aCuckold deemed; 
But 4g1memmnan, which was eke his brother, 
Andin the-warresas chiefecommaunderſcemed, 
Had happie fortuneto be made another. 
Norcould //yſſes quite himſelte exile 
From out this coinpanie by any. wile: 
For i hough Penelope was loth to marrie, 
Solong withoura friend ſhe covid nattartic, 


Suruey the Hiſtories of elder daies; 
Peruſcthe chronicles of euery Nation; 


 Andthou (haltfind that faen of.greateſt praiſe; R 


Wealth, riches, honor, tame, and eftimarion, 

. Moſt valiant, bardic, learned, graue, and wile, 
Gricu'dnotto beaddreſt in Cuckolds guile, 
And chus hath Fortune often thought itbeſt | 
T o make kind-hearted Cuckoids perfet bleſt, 


Nonecuer liu'd and hauc had betterchance, 

Or beene inhanced vato higher ſtate; 

None of more valour, might or cheviſance, 

Orin the warres hauebeene more fortunate, 
Or greater glorieandrenowne hauewonne, 
Theo hath the Cuckold, and the Cuckolds ſonne; 
As fromtheſetyo great Monarchs we may gather 
Great Alexander, and his worthic Father. ', ; 
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L will n othereinfift ny liciestocumber; 
Letitfuffice, thatThane named two. 
He which aſfaies by tame totakethe number 
of ancient Cuckolds, ſhall hatie much to doo. 
If he can tell theſands vpon the ſhore, 
Then he may connrheCuckolds all of yore. 
This is enough to free thename from ſcorne :- 
Kings haue not beene aſham'd to wearea horne, 


But what ſhould 1 dilate of earthly Kings, 
Of worldly Monarchs,and of mortallinen? 
Since /oner ownemwife; (as Owid (weetly (ings, 
And other pleaſant Poetserſt did pen.) 
1av0 the glotious Empreſle of the skies, 
Qaeene of the aire, whete winds doe tiraniſc; 
—_ Was throughher husbands viſuall ribaldrie 
Made Ladiefegenevnto Cuckoldric. 


Nor had(he only ſuchpropitions luck, 
(Though ſhe in Heauen chicte Cuckqueane was repu- 
Vulcan farfnie Washeaded like a Buck, (ted)* 
Andby thelaftie God of Warre'cornuted. 
And lowehitfelf,(thogh ſome the trath doſhroud, 
Faining /x/o# did imbrace.acloud) 
W as iti this common lora great partaker, 
And bocha Cnckold, aud a Cuckold-maker: 


If then no other matterdid commend 

Or paint the glorie of\a Cuckold forth; 

This were enough(methinks ) that Hhanepend, 

To grace hiscitleand approue his worth,” 
That owe, his wife and fiftery and theirſonne, 
Wereſubie&tothar chance which none can ſhun. 
And yer aCuckolds dignitie isfuch, + 
That in his praiſe I cantot fptake roo-much. 

Greatly. 


— _ 


Paſquils Night-eap». 17. 
Greatly I muſe, andno occafion Gd: 234 - 4; | 
Why men ſhould mockea-Cuckeld with = home; 
And icoffing Peaſants (as they comebehing),.. 
Should with two fingers point at him.in levenes« 
Since he hath oftentin)es.as good aface,. //; 
As he thatſecks his blemiſh and diſgrace. | 
And in his forhead (though you marke him neare) 
Seidoie or neuer doc the hornes appeare. 


It one but ſtumbles as he goes along, 

Or chanceto ſtrike his foot againſt a ſtone: 

Tis with the valgar ſort acommanfong; 

Some Cuckold there was buried long agon, h 
Whoſc hornes vpſtarting ſtrong]y in this place 
Well neare hadcaſtthe tcllow on his face.; - | 7 
Surely I wonder where the(e hornes ſhould be, 
Whichcach onetaiks of, yet couldneuer ſee. 


Butlervs grant, what addle heads ſuppoſe; . 
That hornes are grafted on a Cuckolds brow: 
Small hurt thereby vnto a Cuckold growes, 
Nor is he therefore like an Oxe or Cow, 
Orto be thought a monſter vnto nature, 
Or a miſhapen anddeformedcreature; 
Bur in all points acomely handſome man, 
And not valikevato the great God, Pay. 


Pan was amightie Sy/uan God of yore, 

And(by tranſlation) Pax doth all containe: 

Yer on his headapaire of horneshe wore; ; 

Which ſhewes that hornes 10 a!! alke remaine, 
Why then (hould hornes a Cuckoldfo diſgrace, 
Since that a God hath borne them omrhis tace? 
Certes I bleſſe his fortune with my heart, 


Which is alike the Gods in any part. 
P a The 
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The ſi\ucr Moone, faire Cynthia of the nighe, 
The greatft-andfiwiſteſt Planet inthe skie, 
Which did-in marriage never take delight, 
But as 4 maidkept her virginitie, - - 
(And therefore cannot well be Cuckold deemed) 
Of ſuch greatvaive hath the hornes eſteemed, 
"That ſtillihe weares them,not accounted ſtrange, 
Threc or foure dayes before and after change, 


In great account oar Elders heretofore 
Did hold thehorne,when as they went to fight, 
The ſound whereof their ſtrength encreaſed more, 
And with freſh courage did ſupp!y their might. 
And when in hunting they purſu'd their game, 
They tooke great pleaſure for to vic the faine: 
It cheares the dogs, it makes them come and goe, 
'Tis much in hunting,well a Horneto blow, 


And ſuch a neceſlaric Inftramenc 
It is for hunting either Hare or Tonie, 
Thatnot a Huntſman wants this implemenr, ** 
Nor would be void of it for any monie. 
And ſo much credit nowattends ir daily, 
That euery common Crier, Petie Baily, 
Swine-heards and braue Sow-golders in a pride 
Doe bearca horne low dangling by their fide, 


Matters of chicfe importance are in haſt, 
Andfor more ſpeed diſpatched by the horne : 
Great light a Lanthorne,made of horne,doth caſt; 
Which with a candle indarke night is borne. 
When little children firſt are brought to ſchoole, 
A Horne bo ke is aneceflaric too'c: 
Nor cana Shoomaker well lacke this ginne, 
A ſhooing-hoxoe exccedsthe Squirtels skinne. 
What 
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What (hould1 tell thevertues of 'thehorne, - 
Which are incredible to muddie braines ? 
Groflc ignorancewill laughtherruth to ſcorne,. 
Becauſz beyond his compaſſe it containes; 
Burlcthim know, ſome hornes haue ſuch refcRijon, 
They can expell cacl-poyſon arid infetion,, 
Andrthat the fhauings of a Hornersftall, 
Good toprelſeruearc Artichukes withall. 


Putof all Hornes that eucr I haucheard, 
Noneis more famous than the Horne of Plentic, 
Which had fo great abundance ſtill prepar'd, 
Take while men would;yer it was neuer ewptie:; 
Which (not vnfitly } we may well compare 
Vato the hornes befall a Cuckolds thare : | 
Fortheſe are cheſts,thathold great ſtore of creaſure, 
Fhough theſe men liue ac caſe, & ſpend at pleaſure. 


Such profit and commodities ariſe, 
And ſo great gaine redoundceth from the horne, 
Vanto the Cuckold, which will blind his eyes, 
Andcan with patience well eadure the fcorne, | 
That many haue a better liuing made, 
Than by:the traffique of their honeſt Trade: 
And ſomchaue foud ſuch gettings by theſe means, 
Thar they hauc fortt their wiues to play the queans. 


Many that ſceme ſubſtantiall men in Towne, 
Reape tarough the horne an hundred pound by-yeare, 
And many which are ſcarcely worth a crowne, 
Thus keepe themſelues with pride and lordly cheare: 
And many which in priſon haue beene layd, 
In taking of the horne their debts have payd, 
T hat ſure I thinke, though other bornes be daintie, 
A Cuckolds hoine it is the Horze of Plentie. 
2 | 1 Ard 
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Andyet noronelydoththe horne befriend, 

And yeeld the Cuckold chat which is his due, 

But wondrous profit oftendoth it ſend 

Vnto his wife, although ſhe bevncrue. 
By thisſhe earnes great ſtore of golden crowns, 
T o buie her vcluetkirtles, filkengownes; 
This makes her braues this makes her fine & nice; 
A Cuckotds horne, itisa horne of price. 


Nay more then this: which ſome wil think a wonder; 
The Cuckolds hornemainraines the Cuckold maker. 
For need the law will never bekeprvnder. . 
The Vine muſt fall, if that the Elmeforſake her: 
Some womenin anotherficld ſuppoſe, 
That deeper grafle and berter paſture growes. 
Wantonsare wiltull; and before they lacke (crack, 
Their pleaſures, they will make their purſe-ſtringes 


Scarce will youthinke aſwaggering Cavalier, 


Which harh his garters bravely frindg'd with gold, 


'Swimmes iq his filks, and ſurfers with good cheare, 


And liucsaspleaſantly as can betold, 
Onely by Cuckold-makitg thus ſhouldliue, 
And getno more but what kind wenches giue; 
Yer many galtantsT hauc heard report 
Are now maintained after fuch aſorr. 


'Whatſhould I further amplifie this matter? 


Sincecuery honeſt man, which weares the horne, 
Can tell for truth I'neither mockenor flateer, 
Though focls may deem | write theſe things in ſcorn. 
But what they ſay] haue in noregard,; 
Nordoe l paſſe the cenſure of a knave, 
Vniothe rowthſtone of a Cuckolds wit 
The truth tor triall ever I coipmitr. 

For 
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For (cert's)Eknowthey are a-generation 


Of wiſe. diſcreet. ſage honett, ſobermen';; 22 7 


Their name it is a nameot eftimarion, 
Deſeruing worthiiy a golden pen. 


But for the horne, which fortunethemhath ſent 


(Sinceic would prove ſo fine an ornameat) // 1 | 
Well could [ wiſh, that totheir greater grace, 
Each Cuckold had two hornes vpon his face; 


Andyet (graue Patrons)let me here intreat 
You would nortſceme my meaningto miſtake. 
For Iprotelt, my loue ro youis great, 
Dcuoted to you all for one mans ſakes. 
And therefore thinke not that I vie this ſpeech 
Yournames, eſtate, or credit to impeach, 
Or by this wiſhdefire your heads to harme : 
For hornes will kcepe your heads in winter warme 


Butthusthe world mightknow what men youare; 
Which be the ſonnes of Fortune and of Fame; 
And thus the better ſort might haue acare 
To giue your ſtate what doth belong the ſame; 
Thus might the yame, to which you hauc aſpired, 
Be both applauded, honoured, and admired : 
And men would wonder at the ſtrange cuent, 
To ſee kind Cuckolds weare this Implement. 


Thus every gentle heart and patient mind, 
Which haue the hornes and willingly do wearethem, 
Might be perceiuedfromthe Keſtrellkind 
Ot troward jealous fooles which grudge to bearethe; 
Thus honeſt Cuckolds mighr ſequeſtred be 
From ſcoftiag Peaſants of a baſe degree; 
Thus might your gloric be the more increaſed, 
And you well hooded, andyour wiucs wel pleaſed. 


For 
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' For (ſoothtoſay nerds muſt it pleaſe yourwiues; 
To ſce faire hornesvpon your forhead grow, 
Sure that the whole demeanorot their lives, 
That they deſire the ſame, doth clearely ſhow 
Andif:they did notwiſh youſucha head, 
They would not ſodefile their marriage bed, 
Bur vſuall praiſe makes plaine declaration, 
They both deſireand ſeeke this transformation. 


If chen ſuchprofichercby might ariſe, 
Both to your glorie and your wives:.content: 
. Secmenotſogreatableſlingtodeſpiſe, . 
Ner ſcorneche wiſhes of my good intent. 
For 'tis notſucha blemiſh anddiſgrace 
To hauefaire hornes to grow vpon your face, 
Neither a wonder to behold this change, 
Though gaſing fooles at firſt mighttbink ir ſtrange. 


For manyfamous men of older daies, 
(As writers doe recerd, and ſtorics mention) - 
Totheir great honourand- eternall praiſc, 
Withoutreproch, ſcoffes, mockes,orreprehenſion, | 
.Haue had the fore-part of their comely head 
-Withtwo fairc hornes full ſecmely furniſhed. 
This may you well perceive by horned Pax, 
Which wasa mightic God in ſhape of man. 


I will not here vpon examples ſtand, 
To cloye your minds with wonders, tales, and lies: 
Onecly tor proofe of what Itooke in hand 
Theſe few (to paſſe the reſt} (hall now ſuffice 
Crppas,the valiant Roman,who tookeſcorne 
To de a King, (though choſen by the horne) 
D4d by his hornes become ſo much renowned, 
That they on poſtes were painted, and he crowned. 
When 
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' And woo'diBiwpiy King'izvenorrdgaghter;'>:: :- tt 
That heinſecrermiggine roman 3 m4. of? _ 
Althogh heknewſometools won alavgheer ;,,,,, 
Toſeethe ſame)yer onhis head he bare *'_ bi rg 
Of fairebright- ſhining hornes a comtlypaires ; 
And therefore Oui: booke (of leafings fully Joo mee 
Doth faine that /ove was turned to a Bull. __ 
On ſtrange and foraine proofes-whatſhould I ſtay? 
Or tell of antique matters long agone? | 
The time would faile me,if I ſhould affay, 
To number all the + coyrntr by one, 
Whichto theirgloric and their hearts content 
Haue on their forheads wornethis implement: 
Our preſent time for troethcan reſtific, 
It is no Monſter, wonder, nor alye. 


For inthe North isfituate a Towne, 
Boundingvpon theRiver,named Aire, 
WhichfortheTradeof Clothing is wellknowng 
And forſtrong nappic Ale hath greatrepaire, 
Whereasan honeſt man didlately divell, 
(A patient Cuckold,as Reportdoth tell) 
Which had a horne faft growing by his eye, 
Toſhew that hornes belong to Cuckoldric, 


Loc here(cornuted Seigniors) here you ſee 

It is no wonder forto weare a horne, 

No ſhame or blemiſk vnto your degree, 

No Mean 9 t 19 en, hem ſcorne; 
But famous, full of glorie and renowne, 
As ancient Writers have ſet truly downe. _ 
"Tis bur conceir,that hornes will looke ſo grimly, 
Doe but beleeute, and they will fit youtrimly. 
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And,in myindgtment;if yowhadehemgrowing;.!' 7.7 


I Thar cach ond mighteifcernentiem winthis eye; {1 A, 
| Fooles wouldnotuſe theirmbeks.andapiſh; radwing;. 
| 1. Norknducs ſoptichderideyourgravities {15 cc! 4. 


Forthey poedbingbowthe dometeould grace 
Eb fupetſinies Qb& FOUTNOBRlti1I9007; tc! 571ftt 15) 
Poinitatab theit fogsin, 58 Fabatubdieranoring 
Did ſhejv,chatſomghivg tro yourheds were wating. 


Whereas if hornes were preſent co ttieirſight,. 
What ſhould they with their fingers needto ſhewir? 
Since by this. gneanes a purblind fellow might .. - 
Perceiue your worth, and by the-horns mighr know it. 
Andthenwould ſeoffing Peaſants ceaſe to prate, 
Becauſexhat others plainely ſee yourſtare; 
Then ſawcie fellows, which their-neighbors flour, 
Wold ceaſeto mock, their own hornspecping out, 


Thus ſhould your name be had in wondrous feare, 
And not a man,from greateſt totheleaſt, 
Should dareto mocke a Cuckold for his eare, 
Nor once againſt the hornes to breake aicaſt : 
Nor ſeeme anothers fortune:to deride, 
For feare the ſame good lucke might him betide: 
Andthus I hope your heads hauevnderſtood 
\Vhat fruic would b!oflome,if your hornes did bud, 


But let vs put the caſe;as ſome ſuppoſe, 
Thatflecring fooles for this might more gderide you: 
Nought by their miſdemeanour,doe you loſe, 
Neither (ywis) doth greater ſhame betideyou. 
Hereby your merit is the more augmented, 
If you with patience hold yourſelues contented; 
Theſcorn that childiſh ſcoffesſhold make you(ſorie, 
The more you luffer,more will be your glorie.. 


Neucr: | 


Ut, 


d, 


Your bleſſed fortune cannotbe defamed; - ''; : 


Nor pratingflanderous tongues your praiſe deftar; F 


For though yourwerthand credicintheſight 
Of ſcoffing perſons beaccountedlighr,'-'': :- 5 
Yerinthe judgement of the wiſer ſore, 
A Cuckoldisaname of good report. 


Andindefenceof all the Patient traine- 

Here I,as Challenger, doereadie ſtand, 

Tuſtly ro proue,vphold,and to maintaine - 

Againſt the proudeſt Champion in this land, 
ThatnoPromotion,Calling,orDegree' 
Can be free from the ſtate of Cuckoldries 
Andthatthe Hornepipe is as {weet a fit 
As cuerÞidler playd vpon his *Kir. 


What Countrey inthis Vniuerfe is knowne, :- 
Which can affirme from Cuckolds it is free? 
W hat Kingdome,Prouince,Borough,Citie, Towne, 
In all the world'exempred doe we fee? + | 
Which hath not more orlefle:(as Fortune pleaſed) 
- The number of kind Cuckolds ſtill encreaſed, . 
© Orcould notyeeldat one time oranother 
A horned Father ora horned Mother, 


Greatly this titlethroughthe worldis carried, -- 
And ſoencreaſeth,as weheareby fame, -:- 
T hatif it moughtitwould be to the married, 
As Homo is to mena common name; - 
And this we ſce apparant atthis day, 
For as a ſtranger trauailesby the way, 
If any martied perſons dogdoth ſturre, 
Stratght-ongor other calls him Cuckolds curre. 


Qz Truly 
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Truly I'doe not mich millike theſewords, / _ -.. 
Becauſe heis,orelſe may be hereafier, | 
AlchoughI would not hauetbem wich their boords- 
Miſcall tbeCuckolds dog,tomakealaughter: 
Nor would I wiſh a Cuckold goeto. law 
For ſuch an jdlejeſt,nortworthaſtraw; 
Neither fortbis diſgrace to brawle or curſe, . 

His ſtates, better, and.his dog no worle. 


Much is his fate the better;as we may 
Perceiue by that. which is alreadie ſaid, 
Andif with patience he. can beare away - 
The Apiſhmockes,which ſomerimes will be made: . 
Beſides his-glarie (which before I quoted) | 
Avaliant-minded man heſhall be noted. 
Fertioreſtquiſe,,, *Stronger heis that holds hi; furie downe, 


Fro 44 for- Than hewhich winnes a Fort,or walled Towne. . 


_—_ Greatis a Cuckolds honorand bis fame, .. 

And wondrous isthe gloric of his face, 

Which makes ſome perſons ſo defire the name, 

And with ſuch greedineſſe the horne await, 
That forbecauſc none ether will arcad _ _ | 
To maketheai Cuckolds,and toarmetheirhead,. 
They are-content,when time and place importune,: 
To bethe carvers of. their owne good fortune. . 


Thus C-phelwsin:Athens voperceiu'd, | - 

Like to.a merchant tlad;his wife did triez 

And thus another man his wife decciu'd; 

Which did belong to Leaes kind Familic. - 
Thus on their own heads ſome bave graft the horn, 
For very loue theyhaveto QCuckolds borne. . - 
Which makes methinke,becauſe of others wiſh, 
T hat Cuckoes egges areſureadaintiediſh. 0 
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Of all the men:thateuer T-haue knowhe}++ > 3! 47; 
A Cuckold doth tor kindneſſe beare the bel, 
Which for his proper vſekeepes not his owne, 
Bur giues in commonto his friends aswell: -/ 
And ſortocourtcſie heisallyed;/ 1+ - + 
| Whatere you aske ſhall hardly be denyed: 
T har if his wife would any way befriend you, 
Hewill nor ſticke his very wife tokend you. 


But to his wife, the world doth not containe 

A kinder man,replere with all ciuilitie: 

Doe what ſhe wiil, he murmures not 1a vaine, 

Bur giues her (cope withall facilitic : | 
Nor(though ſhe graftthe horne)doth hecoplaine;: 
Since he can doe as much forher againe. 

If I by nature had beene borne a woman, 
A Cuckold I would haue,or marrie no man. - 


In vaine it is, andneedlefſefortoſpend * 
My worthleſle pravſes ona Cuckolds name: 
Words [ ſhould ſfooher want,themto commend, 
Than make a Period fully totheirfame : 
Or yceld them all the honorwhich is due, 
 Anddorh of right long to the hoxned crue; 
Onely a glimplc I giue vntortheirglorie, 
Not able rreachthe height of ſuch aſtorie, . 


Por how ſhould I a Cuckolds prayſe enchaine . 
Within thecompaſſe of my ſhallow quill, 
Which all the ſpacious world doth ſcarce containe, 
Such ſtore of Cuckolds euery corner fill : - 
And ſucha wondrous troupethe Hornpipe treads, 
One cannot paſſe another tor their heads, 
Thar ſhortly we ſhall haue (as Skelton iefts,) 
A greater fort of horned men than beaſts, - 
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If all the Cuckoldsinthewotld werepreft; -- /': 
And rang&dfortheficld in battaile-ray; UA 
So great an Armiethere would be addreſt, 
As neuer was the like ſcene tothis day: > ::: 
For ſuch a numberwould encampedlic, 
That Xerxes Hoaſt, which dranke huge Rivers drie, 
Norallthe Armies which haue beene prepared, 
Mightwiththis bandof Cuckoldsbe compared, 


Caſt vp thenumber of the birds that flie, _ ' + +5 
Reckon the ſand&which are vpon the ſhore, 
Ortell che goldenſtarres which pauethe skie, 


Hauevnro Cornwell without boar been carried; 
Andſuchacrowdareof that reputation, 
They ncuercan be put innumeration. 


But thougha Cuckold werea word of ſhame, 
And(lander anddiſgrace did ill attendit, 
(As all men know,itis a famous name, . 


And many married perſonsſhould defend it) 


Yetletno Cuckokdrtakeit tothe heart, 
Since bothhis friends and neighbors bearea part : 
Itis greatcomforttoa Cuckolds chance, 

That many thouſands dee the Hornepipe dance. 


Then to conclude(my friends of Cuckoldſhire) 
Grieue not.to beare thehornevpon your creſt; 
Let notthe ſonne be prouder than his Sire, 
Your name ts famous,and your fortune bleſt, 
Yorrlite is void of ſorrowand of care, 
Your greateſt croſſes are but.neighbors fare, 
Spitin the face of Enuie and of Scorne, 
There no creait like the Cuckolds Horne, 
; Let 
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| By noneſuppoſc I weare the Horne, 
Becauſe the famous Hornel praiſe, 
Or that Iama Cuckold (worne, 
Becauſe his worth I ſecke to raiſe: 
No,no (poorefooles)in truth you are deceiued, 
Intothar OrderI was nere recciued. 


All are notrich that talke of gold, 
Nor Merchants, which the Burſe doe walke.. 
Nor all Diuines, which Pulpits hold, 
Nor ſtrong, which doe of $4-p/on talke: 

Nor doe my words ſo ſure my ſtateproclame 
O Tobea Cuckold, though I praiſe the name. 


And yet by Yulcans head I ſweare, 

Let fleering Apestheir pleaſure ſay, 

If I the richeſt Cuckold were 

Thar is in Englandatthis day, 
I know not how the hornes might well content me, 
Butof his Living I ſhould ſcarce repent me. 


N on liber indicium eſt animi, ſed honefavolunt es 
Plurima mulcendis auribus apta refert. 

Accius eſſet atrox : Conutna Terentins eſſet: 
Eſſent pugnaces,qui fera bella canunt: 

Crede mihi, Dittat Caſus « carmine noſtro, 


Vitaverecunda eſt, Muſa iocoſa mea eſt. 
Ouid. 


| Quamobrem licet itrideat, (i quis vult; 


Plus apud me tamen vera ratio valebit, 
quam vulgi opinio. Cicero, 
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p_ add Fa quals Night 0p. 
' But whatſocuerthe pretence doproue, 

**  Thatyongandoldeo ioiady come together, . 
VVel may the waman make aſhew of love, 
And ſmooth her brow in-token of faire weather, - 

Andat the firſyſceme louing on her part, 
Yet ſave ham ſhee loues him not in heart. ... 
For if that forzune bleſſe her with good hsp,(cap. 
 Doubtleſſchis bead ſhall weare 2 ps 8 


' And (certs) a Cuckold is adigniry, 

To good by much for ſuchadowrg.Swaine, 

And to the worſhip of that Company, 

Itis a great diſcredivane a ſtaine, | 
To haue thas geuty Praſantrearchis:Creſt,, 

 Andthinke himfelfe a Cuelold with the beſt 
- Jaipy concen, his wite ismuchtoo blaare,. 

To grace. him with the credit of that name. 


 Buthere (me thinkes) I heare an apiſh knaue, 
"ey I proud and ſcoffing faſhion: 

* Are forked heads of latebecome fo brauc, 

p. And hornes aſpingd co:ſuchrepuration, = 
That this wond((Cuckold) which was erfta name 
Alwaies attended with-reproach and ſhame, 
Should on a fuddaine in ourtimes ftcpforrh, 
And proucaname of creditand great worth? 


_ VVhar Foe heechallcnge, orrenowne, 
| . VVhoſewife is truly-noted fora whore? 
| Keeping anothers childrenas his owne, 
And beares the badge of. infamy before? 

VVhat credit ro. a Cuckold cant befall, 

VVhofe wife,as comon as VVeſtminſter Hall, 
| Beſtowes on-others what is his by right, * 

And of the Forked Order dubs him Knight? 

$ | | Peace 
F , 
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Betice ce pratingCmmity, toaſtchogpronen Gok. = 
fnark bode ateubry ſtafon. * 
| Threrofler foole,the ſooner ſhoots his bole, 
Although his wordes be void of wit and reaſon. 
Little hou know'ſt (poore foole) thy'greatamiſſe, 
In ſcandalizing (uch anameas this; 
' VVhichinthy raſhneſſe thus doſt _ - | | 
Thy ſelfe, thy friends, and famous C dry. 4 


But whatſoe're thou arr, tharſeem'ſt to ſcorne, 
Carping the wel-fare of anothers ſtate, - 
Aadic derid'ſtthe credit of the horne- 2 
(To great aglory for a ſcoffing mate) | / 
Secke not too much 2 Cuckold redefame, | 2 
For feare thy ſelfe be ſubie& to thatname, wr 
Trueis the ſaying, though it ſceme a icft, So 
The Bird is filthy that defiles her neſt, 


And how canſt thou repure thy ſelfe as ftee, 
And quite exempred from the-Cuckoes fong, 
Since thouſands (farre ſuperiour vnto thee). + .: 
Grudge nother ditry ſhould ro thera belong? - - 
For any a man of woman borne, wy 
Is ſubie@ by deſtiny ro weare the horne: - W_— 
Andthoughasyetno hornes atrend vpon thee, 0 
Fortune hereafter may beſtow them on thee, - Awvity 
- x 


If thoubelinked in the Gordien knot, 

And bound in fertters of the matriage ſtate: - 

Gricue not thehomes ſhould fall vnto thy lot, _ 

Or that the Cuckoe ſings before thy gare: - 
For if thou marry, ſtill make ſure of this; 
To bearewith patience, what thy fortune is, 
Neither repine a Cuckold for to bee, me 
But bleſle thy fate, and thankethy deſtiny. 

C2 


And 
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Andnwerloue wifeaivhit wore; To NY 
For which (I my 7 > "_” 
| Norſceme for this to frown, brawle fweare, 86 
Becauſe ſhohath a lirtle bene-a doer;. GY 
|  Butrather praiſe her for her kind deuotion; -. 


| * Sincefſheehathlift thee vp toſuch promotion: 
' 5% Benotdiſmaid,thoughſaucynaues do ieſt, 
nights? te Thouartcxalted to beare ſuchFeseſt. 

vrked Order ee) 


= m_ And idle muddy braines out-brane thcir better, 
. The world doth want no fooles,norcucr will: 
| Dolts ſcoffe at learning, which ſcarce know a letter, 
And lame blind Bazard cuer is as bold, 
2 As brauer horſes which for moreare fold: 
| »None is more preſt to blot a Cuckolds name, 
FAB Then he which is both voidof wit and ſhame. 


F, " Now if theſe ſpurre-blind Peafants could but ſee 
W - How -much themſclues they blemiſh and diſgrace: 
eve ne petrems And how they ſhame their friends and progeny, 
neg - Theirkindred,theiracquaintance, and their race, 
They would not ſpeake fo raſhly as they ve, 
Nor ſecme ſo much kind Cuckolds to abuſc: 
The greater is their folly to depraue, 
Thartitle which perchance themſclues may have. 


nqcinfe- And let baſc Reering ſcoundrels rake their fill, 


Better it were tor old men fay the beſt, 

Orelſe ſay nothing,and to hold their tongue, 

Then at a Cuckold either ſcoffe or ieſt, 

VVhich might as well to them before belong: 
And letthe marricd without feare and ſhame, _ 
Secke to vphold and patronize that name, 
Clearer he is not which the ſame denies; 
For (cert) blind men do ſwallow many flics. 


_— 


Fa 


" * Paſquile Night -rap. HS be. = 
Andas for yong men, which doe cheifly ſcorne | 
ce ancietit badge of famous Cuckoldrie: "4 
cis their dutic to apphud the horne, bs < 
And to defend itby their chicualrie,  * —_ 
And atall rimes a Cuckolds partto rake, - 
Both for their credits and their kindreds ſake, 
Though now their licad-peece be not fully caſt, 
Each dog muſt hauc his day : No timeis paſt: _ 


Neither can they exempt themfelues as free, _ 
Allthough in marriage they hauc had no doing. * 
At Cuckolds-hauen manic landed bee 
Euen in the verie time they go a woing: a 
And ſome haue ſuch good fortune in their play _ 
They proue right Cuckolds on their wedding day, 
 Forcertainel hauc heard of ſuchalurch 
The verie howre before they wene to Church L 


Whar perſon is he of ſo ſpeciall gifr,* 1% 

Thar can affirme he doth a Virgin Marrie?' ©, © © 
Manie a wench hath had a ſecrer lift — 2%". 
Which ofa Virgin ſtill the name dorh carrie, ' ' + © + 


In eucrie corner maides thereate grou ſtores} 
n find 


atb_— 


dd. AAftie. 


' Yerdiuers ofthemhauebeentried 
Alade inſinith-field ſooner n find; 
Thatbuy a courſer, ſound of limbe and winde. . 


Wiſe is that child (the common Prouerb ſaith | 
Though fcarceI doe belceue i asmy Creed). '  _- .. 
Which ſo much knowledge of his-father hath, *. _ + 
He can auoych, that this is hee indeed. = 

For though the mother doeproteſtandfweare; - 

Her husband did beger what ſhe doth beare, Wt 
| Yernow-adaics men are ſomuch beguild, £10 
They ofrproue fathers toan others child. 
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pr" "PIO Rei cop; 

This kath the vſuall praQtiſe of this time 
Made moſt apparant, and as cleare as day, 
| Forwhen —_ gentlemen be in their prune, 
# And giue themſelues ro wantonnes and play: 
[5 If that they chancea country-maid to pricke, 
And with a Timpaniethe wenchgrow ficke, 
Then ftraight hus ſeruingman or hackney-foole 
Muſtbe a couer to his maiſters ſtoole. 


And not alone are ſeruingmen ſo mad, 
Tofarherwhatanotherhath begor, 
| But better perſons nowand then are glad 
To taſte whatothers pur into the por, 
| For ſcarce a wife of any gallantcarriage 
i Dorh now perfourme what ſhe hath vow'd in mar- 
| And fo great vertue bathattraQting gold, (riage, 
| Manie cannot be honeſt, though they would. 


- _ Iffomeſecmechaſi, itdoth of thisproceed, 

They haue the wit to doe, andnotbe ſpied, 

And know by deepe difſembling and'good heed, 

With ſober hkes cheir wanton luſtes to hide. 

Some woemen muſtbe wo'cd, they are ſo chaſt, 

And ſome thereare which tempt poore men as faſt 
Thar to canclude, as Arjoffo taught, 
Manic of them be lewd, vnchaſt, and naught. 


P_—_ Phar 0, the King of -£gyp #, being blind 
rue this Fr ec yeares{pace,madetriall ofthis marrer, 
Ewarce. WVhenby the Oracle he was aſſing'd 
rsand Towaſh his cies inſucha womans wargr, 
93 ene Whichkepther faith inniolate andF; — 
woure Andneucrhad to doe with any _— : 
ur, — Butonely wich her husband: Then ſhould hee 
' © Againerecouer fight, andclearlyſec 


£5 Manic 


p- * 


Manieawomans water Fhero writ: Oo 

And manic a chamber-porrotiim was browghe, yu 

Yer ſtill his ſight was vnto him dent'd —» nor then in vi 

Becauſe the female vrinehelped nought : + et wg 
Nor could his wife releafe-the wofult King | 
By the diſtilling vertue of her ſpring, | 
Long lay King Phar in great griefand paine, Z 
Deſpairing cuer to haue fight againe. 


And, but that.one atlaft ofhoneſtlife, 
Which after manic thouſands thither came; 
And was approu'd atrue and faithfult wife, 
A modeſt matron, and zvertuous game, - 
Reſtor his fightby verrae ofthe founraine; (taine; 
Which bubbled purely from her bearing moun- 
| Heyet had liud indarkeneffe, and beer blinde 
For ſuch Phiſittions.ſill are hard to fri. 


Here may the reader 3,. thinges chiefly gather, ans 
What ſtore of hornes were extantby this matter;  _ 2 * 


How hardly then a child could know his farher, 
And what the vertue was of wocmens water. 
The firſt many might challenge as their right, 
The laſt had power to giuerhe blind their ſ1ght; 
| And how could children know their fathers well, 
When as their mothers truly could nor tell. 


Much could I wiſh that Fhay's were to tric 

The vertuec ofthis medicine once againe, * 

That we might ſee wharfaith and lIoialric 

In married wiues doth arthis day remaine, 
Sure manic of them, which haue done amiſſe, 

 Wouldfaytheyhad the tone, 8 could not piſſe: 
And manie which we wdge could notbe blamed a 
Then to make wates wouldbe much aMamed. 

c | | Thea - 


16 Poſquils Night-cap 
Then ſhould you ſee ſome woemen, which make 
Of pure behauiour, and great honeſti, (ſhowe 
VVhich will not touch a man, for ought we know, 
Nor once beeſeene in prophane companie: 

VVhichaalke in licrke ruffes, and ſer their face 

So fimpringly, as ifthey till faidgrace : 

Ther ſhould you ſee them by their vrinall 

Tobee onnmecacly hypocriticall.. 


Then ſhould you ſee, how daintic and preciſe 
Manie fine minions would be ar this marter 
Affirming thatit could not helpe his cies, 
To haue them waſhed in a womans-water; 
Bur that it was-the ſuperſtitious tricke 
ſomeprophane, vngodlie Catholique, 
Begauſe within the Primitiue of yore, 
They neuerread of fucha thing before. 


Then ſhould you ſee ſome men, which doederide 
And ſcoffeatothers wearing ofthe horne, 
VVhen their owne wiues did come for to bee-tride, 
How they ſhould be requited with like ſcorne , 
Then manie woemen, which ſceme coie and nice, 
VVould be diſſemblers found by rhis deuice : | 
So that if Pher'o now releaſt would bee, 
It would be long, ere he ſhould clearly ſee. 


Nath'les I will not bee roo cynical, 

To condemne cueric woman for this fault, 

Nor fora certaine numberblemitſh all. 

Each beggar is not lame, though manic hault. 
Nor cuerie woman ofſo ſmall compungion, 
To violate her faith and holie fun&ion 
For many woemen ( doubtleſſe ) may be found 


VVhichkeep their plighted promiſe whole & oo 


d 
d 


"  Pfquile Wighteg: if 


'And God forbid, that wee ſhould all condemne, 
Though all do raſtethetree of good andill: 


"  Forinſfo | a number, ſome of them 


Muſt needes bee honeſt (though againſt their will) 
Some arefor feare as modeſtas they may, (play: 
And worldly ſhame which -holdsthem from their 

 Andſomereſerue their loyalty vnrainted, 
Becauſe with Gallants they arenot acquainted. 


And ſome for want of more conueniene place, 
And time,which for ſuch pleaſures are eleQed, 
Preſerue themſelues fromblemiſh and diſgrace; 
Chiefely, becauſe they would nor be ſuſpe&ed:. 
And ſomefor other idle vnknowne cauſe, 
Obſcrue a while their yowes and marriage lawes: 
But very few of them, which to the laſt 
For loue of honeſty continues chaſt. 


Sometimes the golden prey doth make the theife, 
And women yceld for further maintenance: 
'Sometimesſhort commons makes them ſeek releife; 
And ſtubborne vſage and/ſterne countenance, 
Perforce conſtraine a womannow and than 


To ſeeke for comfort of a kinder manz (married, ; 


And ſometime want of heartes, when handes are 
' Is onegreat cauſe, that many haue miſcarried. - 


For tis not now as erſt in elder daies, 
When marriage was contra&ted by affe ion, 


Forkindred now ſo much the marter ſwaies, 


The parties haue ſmall choice in loves eleion; 
Bur many times, ere one behold:thic other 
An vnaduiſed match the friends do ſmocher: 
And howſoeuer they two can agree, 
T!-<irfrends haue woo'd - chey muſt RUA 
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